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Independence  of  investigators  unclear 

Investigation  of  CDC  Management  Begins 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 
WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
National  Academy  of  Sciences 
(NAS)  is  “assessing  the  produc¬ 
tivity”  of  the  AIDS  Program  of 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC).  The  non-governmental 
agency  is  conducting  the  study  at 
the  request  of  the  CDC.  The  CDC 
made  the  request  only  after  Con¬ 
gressional  pressure. 


Sabotage  Alleged,  CDC 
Investigates 

The  investigation  comes  two 
months  after  allegations  of  sab¬ 
otage,  unethical  practices,  and 
mismanagement  at  the  Atlanta- 
based  AIDS  Program.The  charges 
surfaced  in  the  August  30  Miami 
Herald.  In  particular,  the  Herald 
alleged  that  last  summer,  cultures 
in  AIDS  experiments  had  been 
lost,  or  were  contaminated;  that 
gas  flow  to  virus  incubators  had 
been  intentionally  cut  off;  that 
research  had  been  suppressed;  and 
that  scientists  had  taken  credit  for 


research  in  which  they  had  no  part. 

Following  the  Herald  story,  the 
CDC  conducted  an  in-house 
investigation.  It  found  no  evidence 
of  wrongdoing.  CDC  representa¬ 
tives  said  that  the  incidents  des¬ 
cribed  as  sabotage  were  in  fact  ac¬ 
cidents,  and  that  many  occurred  in 
laboratories  that  were  not  doing 
work  on  AIDS.  The  CDC  flatly 
denied  that  research  has  been  sup¬ 
pressed  or  misappropriated. 

Senator  Lowell  Weicker 
(R-Conn.),  also  conducted  an  in¬ 
vestigation  into  the  alleged  mis¬ 
management  and  sabotage. 
Weicker,  who  is  chair  of  the 
Senate  appropriations  subcommit¬ 
tee  which  in  part  deals  with  money 
for  AIDS  research,  became  aware 
of  the  charges  in  a  wire  service 
report  of  the  Herald  story.  He  sent 
an  aide,  Maureen  Byrnes,  to 
Atlanta  from  September  30  to  Oc¬ 
tober  2  to  investigate.  Byrnes’  fin¬ 
dings  have  not  been  made  public. 


NAS  Investigation 


Fourth  ‘ incompetence  9  ruling 

Lesbian  to  Stay 
in  ‘Mental’  Unit 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

MEDFIELD,  MA  —  Gena 
Spero,  a  lesbian  who  was  tem¬ 
porarily  placed  in  a  state  mental 
hospital  here  following  four 
years  of  incarceration  without  a 
trial,  has  been  committed  to 
that  mental  facility  for  six  mon¬ 
ths.  Some  Medfield  residents 
have  complained  about  Spero’s 
presence,  arguing  she  is  a 
“threat”  to  the  community. 

Judge  James  McDaniel,  of 
Salem  Superior  Court,  ruled  on 
October  15  that  Spero,  who  has 
been  accused  of  killing  her 
lover,  Gina  Sindoni,  is  in¬ 
competent  to  stand  trial.  This  is 
the  fourth  time  that  Spero  has 
been  declared  incompetent. 
Spero  has  been  diagnosed  as 
being  paranoid  and  schizo¬ 
phrenic. 

Spero’s  lawyer,  Erik 
MacLeish,  said  he  was  pleased 
that  Gena  will  be  in  Medfield  as 
opposed  to  the  women’s  prison 
at  Framingham.  But  he  ex¬ 
pressed  some  doubts  about  the 
care  she  may  receive  at  the  men¬ 
tal  facility.  “If  Gena  was  so¬ 
meone  with  means,  she 
wouldn’t  be  at  Medfield.  She’d 
be  in  a  private  institution.  I 
wouldn’t  defend  any  state  in¬ 
stitution,  but  it’s  a  hell  of  a  lot 
better  than  Framingham.” 

Spero  was  kept  in  isolation 
during  most  of  her  time  in 
Framingham.  She  also  charges 
that  she  was  physcially  abused 
by  guards  there. 

“[MCI  Framingham]  drove 
me  insane,”  said  Spero.  “I’m 
out  of  reality  and  I’m  aware  of 
that.  I  can’t  control  anything.” 


Currently,  Spero  is  under 
24-hour  surveillance  by  a  men¬ 
tal  health  worker  in  the 
hospital.  While  Spero  has  com¬ 
plained  about  the  guard,  and 
especially  the  fact  this  person  is 
usually  a  man,  she  said  Med¬ 
field  state  is  much  better  than 
MCI  Framingham. 

Spero’s  presence  in  Medfield 
has  caused  concern  among 
some  residents  who  do  not 
want  “criminally  insane”  peo¬ 
ple  housed  there.  Kathy 
Whelan,  the  president  of  Con¬ 
cerned  Citizens  Committee  for 
Medfield  State  Hospital  Land 
Reuse,  told  GCN  that  Medfield 
State  does  not  have  adequate 
facilities  for  Spero.  “She’s  a 
threat  to  other  patient’s  welfare 
and  a  possible  risk  to  the  sur¬ 
rounding  community,”  she 
stated.  “I  don’t  know  if  there  is 
anything  we  can  do  about  it, 
but  if  there  is,  we  would  doit.” 

Whelan’s  organization  has 
unsuccessfully  protested  the 
presence  of  “criminally 
insane”  people  at  Medfield 
State  in  the  past. 

“Gena’s  harmless,  absolute¬ 
ly  emaciated,  sick  and  not  a 
threat,”  said  MacLeish.  “They 
don’t  want  her  to  be  there 
because  she’s  a  ‘murderer’  — 
and  she’s  gay.” 

JoAnn  Fitzpatrick,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Mental  Health,  said 
the  24-hour  surveillance  of 
Spero  sufficiently  prevents  any 
possibility  of  Spero  being 
violent  “towards  herself  or 
other  people.” 


According  to  Gail  Porter,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  NAS,  a  team 
of  NAS  scientists  is  “assessing” 
the  CDC  AIDS  Program’s  man¬ 
agement  and  productivity,  and  is 
investigating  charges  of  sabotage. 

The  inquiry  is  being  conducted 
at  the  request  of  James  O.  Mason, 
head  of  the  CDC.  Mason  made  the 
request  in  a  letter  to  NAS  on 
September  22.  The  CDC  is  paying 
$30,000  for  the  investigation, 
which  Porter  says  will  largely 
cover  administrative  costs. 

The  study  will  be  conducted  by 
scientists  appointed  by  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Science,  a  part  of  the 
NAS.  The  three-member  volun¬ 
teer  team  is  chaired  by  Julius 
Krevans,  of  the  University  of 
California  medical  school  in  San 
Francisco.  It  also  includes  Robert 
Berliner,  of  the  Yale  medical 
school,  and  Bernadine  Healy,  of 
the  Cleveland  Clinic  Foundation. 

The  team  did  a  preliminary 
study  of  the  AIDS  Program  from 
October  24-26.  It  is  now  preparing 
an  informal  preliminary  report.  A 
full  report  is  expected  within  nine¬ 
ty  days,  and  may  be  ready  by  early 
December.  The  report  will  formal¬ 
ly  be  made  to  Mason,  but  will  also 
be  made  available  to  the  public. 

Speaking  of  the  preliminary 
visit,  Mary  Jane  Potash,  the  In¬ 


stitute  of  Science  staff  person 
working  with  the  investigative 
team,  said  “The  CDC  was  general¬ 
ly  cooperative.”  She  commended 
the  CDC  for  its  openness,  and  said 
officials  thfre  neither  directed  nor 
limited  the  team’s  access  to  people 
or  papers. 


Is  the  NAS  Truly  Independent? 

The  NAS  is  a  non-governmental 
agency  which  conducts  scientific 
research.  It  was  set  up  by  an  act  of 
Congress  in  1863.  The  Institute  of 
Science  is  an  independent  body  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  NAS.  It  conducts 
studies  into  health  policy  and 
health  research. 

The  overwhelming  majority  of 
NAS  funds  come  from  contracts 
with  governmental  agencies.  NAS 
and  the  Institute  of  Science  have 
had  contracts  with  the  CDC  and 
have  done  AIDS-related  research. 

Nobody  at  the  NAS,  including 
Potash,  knew  if  the  NAS  had  con¬ 
tracted  to  do  any  other  work  with 
the  CDC  AIDS  Program. 


Who’s  Responsible? 

Many  people  are  taking  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  investigation. 

NAS’  Gail  Porter  said  Mason 


requested  the  investigation  at 
Weicker’s  “suggestion.”  Yet 
Senator  Weicker  was  qoted  in  the 
New  York  Times  as  saying, 
“There  are  a  lot  of  allegations  be¬ 
ing  made  by  a  lot  of  people So, 

I  turned  to  a  professional,  non¬ 
political  entity  to  determine 
whether  the  allegations  were  cor¬ 
ed  or  not.” 

“We’re  the  ones  who  got  this  in¬ 
vestigation  going,”  said  Jack 
Dolan,  of  Weicker’s  office.  He 
told  GCN  the  NAS  investigation 
was  a  direct  result  of  Maureen 
Byrnes’  Findings  in  Atlanta.  He 
would  not  comment  on  either  in¬ 
quiry  until  the  NAS  report  is  made 
public.  He  did  not  know  when  the 
NAS  team  was  in  Atlanta.  He  also 
did  not  know  if  the  CDC  had  any 
part  in  calling  for  the  NAS  study. 

“Dr.  Mason  requested  the  in¬ 
vestigation,”  said  the  CDC’s 
Chuck  Fallis.  He  refused  comment 
on  any  investigation,  whether 
CDC,  NAS,  or  Weicker.  He  had 
no  idea  what  involvement,  if  any, 
Senator  Weicker  had,  or  when, 
how,  or  why  Mason  might  have 
asked  for  another  investigation 
when  the  CDC  already  conducted 
one. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Organized  by  white  supremacists 

Arkansas  Computer  Board 
Calls  for  Gay  Round-Up 


“If  you  are  an  anti-communist, 
you  have  made  the  right  connec¬ 
tion.  If  you  love  the  heritage, 
culture,  and  traditions  of  the  white 
race,  then  you  are  at  home.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  you  are  consumed 
with  one  of  the  modern  malignant 
social  diseases  such  as  liberalism, 
atheism,  or  egalitarianism,  then 
you  most  definitely  dialed  the 
wrong  number.” 

—  Introductory 
message  in  the  " Arkansas  Liberty 
Net”  computer  bulletin  board. 

By  Stephanie  Poggi 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK,  AR 
—  “Queer  Watch”  and  “AIDS 
Plague”  are  menu  items  on  the 
new  white  supremacist  computer 
bulletin  board  here.  Callers  keying 
in  to  the  system  are  asked  to  gather 
names  and  addresses  of  homosex¬ 
uals  for  inclusion  in  a  “nation¬ 
wide  hotline.”  The  hotline  will  ap¬ 
parently  be  used  to  facilitate  the 
quarantine  of  these  “devil  wor¬ 
shippers”  who  carry  the  ‘  ‘germs  of 
disease  and  death.” 

“The  Arkansas  Liberty  Net,” 
an  affiliate  of  the  “Aryan  Nations 
Liberty  Net,”  originates  from  the 
home  of  Wilbur  B.  Hale,  a 
member  of  the  White  Patriot  Par¬ 
ty  of  North  Carolina  and  former 
member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan.  Arkansas’  “Net”  joins 
similar  bulletin  boards  in  Dallas, 
Houston,  Chicago  and  North 
Carolina. 

The  “Queer  Watch”  File  is 
headed,  “We  may  need  to  round 
them  up  soon.”  It  advises  callers, 


who  can  gain  access  with  a  home 
computer  and  telephone,  to  “start 
collecting  now  the  names  and  ad¬ 
dresses  of  queers  in  their  local  area 
for  entry  into  this  online  data 
base.”  The  program  comments, 
“So  many  of  them  have  ‘come  out 
of  the  closet’  recently  that  they 
should  not  be  hard  to  find.” 

“Queer  Watch”  continues, 
“You  should  also  include  in  your 
list  the  addresses  of  all  known  de¬ 
viant  establishments  where  sod¬ 
omites  are  known  to  congregate, 
as  well  as  the  names  of  restaurants 
where  they  work.”  Also  requested 
are  names  and  addresses  of  “all 
family  members  and  close 
associates”  of  homosexuals. 

This  information,  the  bulletin 
board  advises,  will  be  “acted  upon 
when  deemed  expedient.” 

“AIDS  Plague”  is  an  argument 
for  quarantine  of  homosexuals 
that  also  blames  Jewish  people  for 
AIDS  because  they  “love  to  chum 
and  slum  with  these  degenerates.” 
The  “Plague”  section  notes,  it  is 
“no  small  coincidence  that  it  is  on¬ 
ly  after  Gay  Liberation  that  we 
have  a  disease  appear  that  kills 
queers....  We  prefer  the  term 
‘primary  target  area’  [to  risk 
group],  for  God  is  reaching  out  to 
touch  them... all  of  them.”  The 
bulletin  board  warns  “you 
liberals  [i.e.  Jews]. .  .who  so  sup¬ 
port  these  ‘alternative 
deathstyles,’  ”  since  “you  are  the 
‘secondary  risk  group.’  ” 

Chief  among  those  in  the 
“secondary  risk  group”  are 
“Anne  (sic)  Landers,  a  Jew,  Dear 


Abbie,  a  Jew,  Jew  dominated 
Hollywood,  and  most  of  all  that 
electronic  living  room  Jew,  the 

T.V .  We  have  only  to  offer 

Dr.  Ruth  Westheimer  for  all  the 
proof  you  need.” 

The  password  necessary  to  gain 
access  to  the  “restricted  side  of  the 
board”  is  “Free  America  from  the 
Zionist  Occupational  Govern¬ 
ment.” 

The  system  recommends 
quarantine  of  “primary  risk 
groups”  into  restricted  areas: 
“islands  would  be  better.”  It  con¬ 
tinues,  “We  could  air  drop  food, 
clothing,  medical  supplies  and 
whatever  fuzzy-headed  liberals  we 
could  find  who  wanted  to  be  social 
workers  to  them.” 

The  “Plague”  section  ends, 
“Have  a  Nice  Day.” 

Arizona  Liberty  Net  also 
features  numerous  other  files  of  a 
predictable  nature,  including 
“White  Doomwatch”  and  “Lib¬ 
erate  Texas.”  These  bemoan  the 
fate  of  “white  America”  and 
predict,  “Mexicans  will  soon  con¬ 
trol  50  Texas  counties.” 

“Liberate  Texas”  concludes 
with  the  statement,  “[UJnless 
measures  are  taken  forthwith,  in 
less  than  two  decades  —  20  years 
—  America  will  be  more  than  50 
percent  non-white,  and  in  two 
more  decades,  white  America  will 
be  virtually  swept  away.  What  will 
you  tell  your  children  when  they 
ask  you  where  white  America 
went?” 

— f  iled  from  Boston 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

"The  most  dangerous  gay  sex  is  vanilla  sex, 
because  its  eroticism  is  based  on  the  savoring  and  ex¬ 
changing  of  body  fluids.  The  AIDS  epidemic  has 
become  an  excuse  to  stigmatize  any  gay  sexual  prac¬ 
tice  that  is  perceived  as  marginal  or  more  deviant 
than  cocksucking  and  ass-fucking.  But  more  gay  men 
will  die  from  having  ‘normal’  gay  sex  than  will  ever  die 
from  accidental  injuries  while  being  fisted.  The  basic 
rule  of  safe  sex  —  use  condoms;  don’t  expose  each 
other  to  body  fluids  —  remains  the  same  whether 
your  favorite  flavor  of  sex  is  vanilla,  leather  or  pussy.” 

—  Pat  Calif ia,  as  quoted  in  The  Advocate, 
November  11,  1986. 


gay  Olympics  case  reaches  supreme 
court 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Supreme  Court 
agreed  October  20  to  hear  arguments  in  a  case  involv¬ 
ing  the  use  of  the  word  “Olympics”  to  describe  a  les- 
bian/gay  sports  competition.  The  High  Court  was  peti¬ 
tioned  by  lesbian  and  gay  organizers  of  the  athletic 
event  to  reverse  a  decision  made  last  January  by  the 
9th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  which  denied  the 
right  to  use  the  phrase  "Olympics”  in  the  title.  The 
lesbian/gay  sports  event  was  held  in  1982  as  the  “Gay 
Olympics.”  This  year’s  competition  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  which  drew  3,000  athletes,  was  called  “Gay 
Games  II.” 

The  principal  legal  issue  posed  by  the  case  is 
whether  the  Court  of  Appeals’  decision  on  behalf  of 
the  U.S.  Olympic  Committee  is  a  violation  of  the 
gay/lesbian  group’s  right  to  free  speech  or  equal  pro¬ 
tection.  A  lawyer  for  the  group  was  quoted  in  the  Oc¬ 
tober  21  Boston  Globe  stating,  “There  are  competi¬ 
tions  throughout  the  United  States  called  Olympics 
for  firefighters,  drinkers  of  alcohol,  senior  citizens, 
crab  cookers,  chili  makers,  baby  diaperers  and  Arme¬ 
nians,  to  name  a  few.” 

Another  issue  the  case  raises  is  whether  the  U.S. 
Olympic  Committee,  a  private  group  which  receives 
federal  aid,  is  a  government  entity  and  can  be  sued  for 
rights  violations.  The  appeals  court  indicated  the 
committee  is  a  private  body,  and  argued  the  word 
“Olympic”  is  a  form  of  property  which  can  be  legally 
restricted.  The  lower  court  relied  on  a  1978  Act  of  Con¬ 
gress  which  regulates  the  committee. 

—  David  Birman 


gay  republicans  dump  deukmejian 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Gay  conservatives  here 
have  rescinded  support  for  Republican  .Governor 
George  Deukmejian.  According  to  the  Sentinel, 
California  Republicans  for  Individual  Rights  voted  by 
a  very  narrow  margin  to  withdraw  their  endorsement, 
based  on  Deukmejian’s  failure  to  meet  demands  on 
AIDS  funding  and  an  anti-discrimination  bill. 

The  Governor  has  registered  his  opposition  to 
Proposition  64,  the  LaRouche  measure  on  the  state 
ballot  that  could  result  in  a  quarantine  of  people  with 
AIDS. 

—  Sharon  Haase 


lesbian  mothers  anthology 

BOSTON  —  Manuscripts  for  an  anthology  by  and 
about  lesbian  mothers  are  being  sought  by  The  Cross¬ 
ing  Press. 

Fiction  and  non-fiction  pieces  that  address  a 
variety  of  issues  specific  to  lesbians  and  parenting  will 
be  considered.  Topics  may  include  the  perspectives 
of  biological  and  non-biological  parents,  grand¬ 
parents,  children,  women  considering  parenthood  or 
those  who  choose  not  to  be  a  parent. 

For  more  information,  contact  Harriet  Alpert, 
P.O.  Box  675;  New  Town  Branch;  Boston,  MA,  02258. 
Manuscripts  must  be  in  by  January  1987. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


coors  boycott  organizer  to  speak 

BOSTON  —  Howard  Wallace,  an  openly  gay 
union  organizer  who  was  sued  by  the  Coors  Beer 
Company  for  a  “conspiracy”  to  put  them  out  of 
business,  will  be  in  town  on  Monday  November  13. 
Wallace  will  speak  about  the  Coors  boycott  at  the 
Piemonte  room  in  City  Hall  at  7:30  p.m.,  in  an  event 
sponsored  by  a  community  organizing  class  at  Rox- 
bury  Community  College. 

Coors  is  being  boycotted  by  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations  and  labor  activists  who  charge  the 
company  with  union  busting  and  discrimination 
against  lesbians,  gay  men  and  people  of  color. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


nurse  fights  firing  after 
roommate  dies  of  aids 

HOUMA,  LA  —  A  federal  case  alleging  AIDS 
discrimination  here  has  been  filed  on  behalf  of  a 
nurse  who  was  fired  by  a  public  hospital  after  his 
roommate  died  of  AIDS.  The  case  was  filed  jointly  by 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  and  Lamb¬ 
da  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund. 

The  nurse,  Kevin  Leckelt,  worked  for  eight  years 
as  a  licensed  practical  nurse  at  Terrebonne  General 
Hospital  in  Houma,  Louisiana.  Despite  the  fact  that 
Leckelt  had  no  symptoms  of  AIDS,  the  hospital 
attempted  to  force  him  to  reveal  the  results  of  tests 
for  HIV  anti-bodies.  Leckelt  refused  to  comply  and 
was  fired  on  April  29, 1986,  eight  days  after  his  friend 
had  died. 

Joining  in  the  suit  is  the  Advocacy  Center  for  the 
Elderly  and  Disabled  in  New  Orleans.  Local  support 
for  the  case  is  also  being  provided  by  the  Louisiana 
Sexual  Privacy  Project,  a  gay  rights  fund  organized  by 
the  ACLU  of  Louisiana  and  the  Louisiana  Gay 
Political  Action  Caucus. 

The  suit  was  filed  under  the  Vocational  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  Act  of  1973,  which  prohibits  discrimination 
based  on  handicap  or  perceived  handicap  in  pro¬ 
grams  receiving  federal  money.  The  suit  also  charges 
that  Leckelt’s  rights  under  the  federal  and  state  con¬ 
stitutions  and  under  the  Louisiana  Civil  Rights  for 
Handicapped  Persons  Act  have  been  violated. 

The  case  presents  a  test  of  the  recent  advisory 
opinion  issued  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice  on 
the  applicability  of  federal  disability  laws  to  AIDS- 
related  discrimination.  The  Justice  Department  opi¬ 
nion  suggests  that  AIDS-related  discrimination  is 
legally  justifiable  if  based  on  fear  of  contagion, 
whether  or  not  the  fear  is  based  on  reality.  (See  GCN 
Vol.13,  No.49. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


Mobilization  Against  AIDS  rally,  S.F.,  Oct.  1 


if  larouche  wins,  we’re  gonna. . . 

BOSTON  —  In  the  event  California’s  AIDS 
quarantine  measure  passes  on  November  4,  a 
demonstration  will  be  held  the  following  day  at  5  p.m. 
at  the  Park  Street  subway  stop.  The  November  5  pro¬ 
test  is  organized  as  a  contingency  plan  by  the  United 
Fruit  Co.,  a  local  gay  men's  affinity  group. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


minnesota  aids  study  poses  ethical 
dilemmas 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  A  “morning  after”  study  of  as 
many  as  1,500  gay  men  for  exposure  to  the  HIV  virus 
was  proposed  in  September  by  researchers  at  the 
University  of  Minnesota.  The  study  aims  to  verify 
whether  azidothymidine  (AZT)  will  protect  par¬ 
ticipants  from  getting  infected  with  HIV  until  their 
bodies’  defense  mechanisms  can  kill  HIV  cells.  The 
researchers  concede  that  the  study  raises  difficult 
ethical  and  practical  considerations  because  it  de¬ 
pends  on  participants  who  engage  in  potentially  un¬ 
safe  sexual  practices  or  needle  sharing.  If  the  Na¬ 
tional  Institute  of  Health  approves  the  funding  re¬ 
quest  of  over  $1  million,  the  study  will  begin  in  July 
1987. 

According  to  Equal  Time,  a  lesbian  and  gay 
newspaper  here,  the  project  would  split  its  volunteers 
randomly  into  two  groups.  One  group  would  receive 
AZT  capsules  after  potentially  unsafe  sexual  or  drug 
practices  and  the  other  would  be  given  placebos. 
Neither  would  know  what  they  had  received  after 
potential  exposure.  Both  groups  would  also  receive 
injections  of  HIV  immune  globulin,  to  help  fight  off  in¬ 
fection.  Dr.  Frank  Rhame,  who  co-authored  the 
research  proposal  with  Dr.  Henry  Balfor,  has  re¬ 
quested  endorsement  from  a  range  of  gay  rights  and 
AIDS  support  organizations  in  the  Minneapolis 
region. 

—  David  Birman 


Plymouth  dismisses  pom  ban 

PLYMOUTH,  MA  —  Just  days  after  Attorney 
General  Edwin  Meese  announced  the  creation  of  a 
task  force  of  prosecutors  to  pursue  pornography  pro¬ 
ducers,  this  southern  Massachusetts  town  rejected  a 
ban  on  pornography. 

On  October  27,  town  meeting  members 
overwhelmingly  refused  an  article  prohibiting  the 
sale  of  “obscene”  material  from  Plymouth  stores. 
Meanwhile,  outside  the  meeting  of  elected  town 
representatives,  about  50  people  demonstrated  for 
the  porn  ban.  According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  they 
carried  signs  that  read,  “Pornography  is  mind  pollu¬ 
tion,”  and  “What  would  the  Pilgrims  think  about 
this?” 

The  proposed  ban,  which  would  have  applied  to 
photographs,  writings,  drawings,  films,  recordings, 
videotapes,  and  telephone  transmissions,  estab¬ 
lished  three  criteria  for  judging  what  is  “obscene.” 
The  three  conditions  were:  1)  an  “average”  person  ap¬ 
plying  contemporary  “community”  standards  found 
the  material  appealed  to  the  “prurient,”  2)  the 
material  depicts  or  describes  “in  a  patently  offensive 
way”  sexual  conduct,  “sado-masochistic  sexual 
abuse”  or  “lewd  exhibition  of  the  genitals,”  3)  the 
material  lacks  serious  literary,  artistic,  political  or 
scientific  value. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


supreme  court  denies  visitation  to 
transsexual 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
has  upheld  a  Nevada  judge’s  decision  to  deny  visita¬ 
tion  rights  to  a  male-to-female  transsexual,  according 
to  the  Sentinel.  Suzanne  Daly  had  appealed  the  lower 
court  ruling,  which  prevented  her  from  seeing  her 
daughter  for  the  past  three  years. 

Pat  Daly,  Suzanne  Daly’s  former  wife,  had  con¬ 
tended  that  their  daughter  Mary  suffered  “serious 
emotional  problems”  after  learning  from  her  then- 
father  about  his  impending  sex-change  in  1982. 

According  to  the  high  court,  their  decision  is  bas¬ 
ed  on  “the  best  interest  of  the  child.” 

—  Sharon  Haase 


$2.5  million  for  gay  city  near 
death  valley? 

RENO  —  A  gay-run  corporation  here  reportedly 
seeks  to  buy  4,000  acres  in  a  ghost  town  near  Death 
Valley  and  turn  it  into  a  lesbian  and  gay-oriented  city. 
According  to  an  October  10  story  in  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle,  the  Stonewall  Park  corporation  has  agreed 
to  pay  $2.5  million  for  the  land.  They  hope  to  recruit  50 
to  75  “pioneers”  to  build  small  houses  or  cabins  in 
Rhyolite,  a  turn  of  the  century  mining  town  all  but 
abandoned  today. 

Fred  Schoonmaker,  the  founder  of  Stonewall 
Park,  told  the  Chronicle,  “We  want  to  build  the  tourist 

trade,  drawing  from  Las  Vegas  and  the  L.A.  basin _ 

We  don’t  want  to  change  the  temperament  of  the 
town,  only  add  to  it.”  Unfortunately,  Schoonmaker 
may  have  to  change  the  town’s  “temperament,” 
because  he  has  encountered  stiff  resistance  to  his 
plan  from  some  local  politicians. 

However,  Schoonmaker  claims  to  have  received 
2,500  letters  from  gay  men  and  lesbians  who  want  to 
give  money  to  rebuild  the  ghost  town. 

—  David  Birman 


anti-gay  bills  pass  michigan  house 

LANSING,  Ml  —  The  state  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  here  has  overwhelmingly  approved  two 
discriminatory  AIDS  bills.  On  September  18,  by  a  vote 
of  75-22,  a  bill  passed  that  would  require  HIV  testing 
for  anyone  arrested  for  soliciting  or  engaging  in 
private  or  public  homosexual  activities,  or  for  pro¬ 
stitution  or  drug  use.  Test  results  would  be  reportable 
to  the  courts  and  could  be  used  as  a  basis  for  denial 
of  bail. 

A  second  bill,  which  passed  the  House  the  same 
day  on  a  vote  of  68-29,  would  require  persons  in  “high- 
risk  groups”  seeking  marriage  licenses  to  be  tested 
for  HIV  antibodies.  Positive  test  results  would  be 
recorded  in  government  records,  but  would  not  be  a 
basis  for  denial  of  a  marriage  license. 

“These  bills  could  usher  in  a  frightening  new  era 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  Michigan,”  stated  Liz 
McGough,  lobbyist  for  the  Michigan  Organization  for 
Human  Rights,  which  has  organized  against  the 
legislation. 

The  bills  have  now  gone  to  the  Senate  Health 
Committee  and  could  be  voted  on  at  any  time  when 
the  Legislature  reconvenes  in  November. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 
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Despite  walkout  from  planning ,  protest  to  take  place  Nov.  8 

Conflict  Splits  Organizers  of  November 
Sodomy  Laws  Protest 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  When  11  people 
walked  out  of  a  planning  meeting 
for  a  march  to  protest  the  Supreme 
Court’s  now  infamous  sodomy 
decision,  charges  of  racism, 
dogmatism  and  manipulation 
abounded. 

On  November  8,  the  march  will 
take  place  despite  minimal 
cooperation  between  the  original 
planners.  However,  current 
organizers  of  the  “Repeal  the 
Sodomy  Laws”  march,  as  well  as 
those  who  walked  out  two  months 
ago,  say  they  are  hoping  for  a  large 
turnout  at  the  demonstration. 

The  division  that  occurred  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  split  between  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee 
(GLDC)  and  the  All  People’s  Con¬ 
gress  (APC),  although  members  of 
both  organizations  tend  to  avoid 
such  a  characterization. 

GLDC  formed  following  the 
removal  of  two  foster  children 
from  the  home  of  two  gay  men, 
and  has  been  involved  in  direct  ac¬ 
tion  organizing  and  coalition¬ 
building  for  over  a  year.  APC  is  a 
national  organization  that  has 
worked  on  issues  including  apar¬ 
theid,  disabled  rights  and  lesbian 
and  gay  rights. 

“It’s  not  fair  to  characterize  it 
as  an  APC  [and]  GLDC  split,” 
said  GLDC  member  Sarah 
Holmes.  “A  significant  number  of 
individuals  who  walked  out  [were 
not  GLDC  members] ...  a  lot  of 
people  in  GLDC  were  not  part  of 
[the  conflict.]”  Yet  at  a  GLDC 
meeting  following  the  walkout, 
part  of  the  agneda  included  a 
discussion  of  whether  or  not  to 
continue  working  with  march 

organizers,  who  have  taken  the 

name  Progressive  Coalition  of 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  for  Civil 
Rights. 

While  some  APC  members  have 
described  the  conflict  as  a  split 
over  a  “narrow”  or  “broad” 
focus  for  the  march,  many  GLDC 
members  say  it  involved  power 
struggles  and  differences  in 
organizing  strategies.  Some 
members  of  GLDC  have  largely  at¬ 
tributed  the  walkout  to  what  they 
say  were  APC  attempts  to  dom¬ 
inate  the  planning  committee. 
Mimi  Gerstell,  one  of  a  number  of 
non-APC  members  currently 
working  on  the  march,  said  the 
allegations  are  not  true.  However, 
at  the  first  planning  meeting  after 
the  walkout,  an  APC  member 
tried  to  convince  GCN  there  was 
“no  conflict,”  pointing  to  the 
shared  views  of  those  attending 
that  meeting.  Additionally,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Kate  Hoffman,  a  member 
of  GLDC  who  has  pulled  out  of 
the  march  planning,  APC  mem¬ 
bers  pushed  through  changes  in  an 
organizing  plan  that  had  been 
agreed  upon  by  consensus. 

The  self-described  “broad  fac¬ 
tion,”  which  includes  the  APC 


members,  claims  the  other  side  was 
racist  in  wanting  to  have  a  march 
focused  primarily  on  lesbian  and 
gay  issues.  “We  were  asking  that 
the  demonstration  and  leaflets  not 
only  represent  the  white  lesbian 
and  gay  community  but  also  the 
Black,  Latino  and  Asian  com¬ 
munities,”  said  Susan  Franzblau, 
a  lesbian  member  of  the  All  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Congress  and  a  current 
organizer  of  the  march.  “A  lot  of 
[gay]  people  of  color  identify  first 
as  Black,  Latino  or  Asian  because 
they  are  atacked  on  the  basis  of 
color.”  “The  other  faction 
wanted  a  strictly  lesbian  and  gay 
demonstration,”  she  continued. 
“One  member  said  he  wouldn’t 
care  if  racists  were  in  the 
demonstration  if  they  were  lesbian 
or  gay.  They  didn’t  want  to  leaflet 
Black  and  Latino  communities.” 

GLDC  member  Kate  Hoffman 
acknowledged  that  someone  had 
made  the  statement  regarding 
racists  in  the  demonstration,  a 
statement  that  she  concurred  was 
offensive.  But,  said  Hoffman, 
there  was  never  any  talk  about  not 
leafletting  the  Black  and  Latino 
communities. 

“We  intended  to  make  connec¬ 
tions  [between  other  issues  and 
sodomy  laws],”  added  Hoffman. 
For  example,  she  said,  in  the 
original  demonstration  plans, 
speakers  outside  of  the  John  F. 
Kennedy  Federal  building  were  ex¬ 
pected  to  speak  about  “injustices 
against  many  different  groups  of 
people  in  our  culture.” 

“It’s  fine  to  include  other  [in¬ 
formation  about]  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  [in  the  rally],”  said 
GLDC  member  Sue  Hyde,  who 
has  also  declined  to  continue 
working  on  the  march.  “But  we 
wanted  it  to  be  an  expression  of 
our  outrage  about  Bowers  v. 
Hardwick.  The  sodomy  decision  is 
about  war  over  how  people  live 
their  lives.  I  didn’t  feel  they  ap¬ 
preciated  that.”  She  added,  “I 
never  accepted  the  analysis  that 
sodomy  laws  are  more  a  white  peo¬ 
ple’s  issue  as  opposed  to  people  of 
color.  The  subtext  was  that  there 
wasn’t  anything  [about  the 
sodomy  laws]  that  gay  people  of 
color  could  relate  to  as  being  about 
them.  That’s  not  true.” 

Although  GLDC  will  have  a 
representative  speaking  at  the  ral¬ 
ly,  they  decided  not  to  endorse  the 
march.  If  GLDC  had  received  the 
request  for  an  endorsement  “in 
the  mail  cold,  we  would  have  sup¬ 
ported  it,”  said  Hoffman.  But 
some  people  were  so  upset  by  the 
process  of  organizing  the  march, 
that  they  felt  they  could  not  en¬ 
dorse  it. 

The  literature  which  has  come 
out  about  the  march  differs  from 
what  many  GLDC  members  ex¬ 
pected.  The  leaflet  for  the  march 
has  in  large  letters,  “Repeal  the 


Sodomy  Laws,”  and  does  not  con¬ 
tain  the  “laundry  list”  of  causes 
that  many  expected.  According  to 
PCLGMCR  member  Jack  Lo,  a 
Chinese  Gay  man,  the  focus  of 
these  flyers  may  have  changed  due 
to  the  conflict. 

The  main  text  of  the  flyer  states, 
“The  recent  Supreme  Court  deci¬ 
sion  upholding  Georgia’s  sodomy 
law  threatens  the  privacy  and  civil 
rights  of  all  people  in  the  U.S.  The 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  is 
outraged  equal  protection  under 
the  law  does  not  include  us.”  No 
specific  mention  is  made  of  other 
issues. 

“The  flyer  concentrated  on 
sodomy  laws.  We’re  working  to 
protest  sodomy  laws,”  said  Lo.  “I 
don’t  see  why  people  [who  left  the 
group]  are  not  coming  back.” 

What  could  have  avoided  the 
split?  “Part  of  the  problem  of  [the 
two  sides]  being  at  logger  heads  is 
the  history  of  [some  people]  and 
APC.  People  came  in  defensive 
and  with  expectations.  There  have 
not  been  very  good  precedents,” 
said  Holmes.  She  would  not  elab¬ 
orate  on  those  experiences  except 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  In  an  action  that 
looked  more  like  a  theatrical  event 
than  a  protest,  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Defense  Committee  (GLDC) 
held  a  “Duke  Watch”  outside  of  a 
gubernatorial  candidates’  debate. 

GLDC  has  been  organizing  oc¬ 
casional  “Duke  watches”  to 
hound  Governor  Michael  Dukak¬ 
is,  following  his  institution  of  a 
state  foster  care  policy  that 
discriminates  against  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  single  people. 

In  the  October  27  “Duke 
watch”  about  twenty  protesters 
competed  with  over  100  sign¬ 
carrying,  chanting  Dukakis  sup¬ 
porters  and  a  handful  of  sign¬ 
carrying  supporters  of  the 
Republican  opponent,  George 
Kariotis. 

Faced  with  boisterous  chanting 
of  “I  like  Mike”  and  “M-I-K-E, 
we’re  on  our  way  to  victory,”  the 
vocal  group  retorted  with  yells  of 
“Hey,  hey,  ho,  ho,  homophobia 
has  got  to  go,”  and  “Blank  the 
Duke.”  This  made  the  Mike-likers 
chant  louder,  which  in  turn  stret¬ 
ched  the  GLDCers’  vocal  chords 
to  their  limits. 

Some  Kariotis  supporters  ap¬ 
peared  delighted  with  the  anti- 
Duke  sentiments  until  discovering 
they  were  not  in  the  same  political 


to  say  there  was  a  conflict  in 
organizing  a  GLDC  rally  about  a 
year-and-one-half  ago. 

According  to  Hyde,  the  conflict 
was  unavoidable  given  the  level  of 
antagonism  and  manipulation 
during  the  meetings.  For  example, 
she  said,  at  one  point  prior  to  a 
vote  on  an  issue  an  APC  member 
said,  “Here’s  the  racist  pro¬ 
posal  and  here’s  the  anti-racist 
one.” 

According  to  Lo,  if  the  group 
had  been  more  focused  in  the  early 
organizing  meetings,  the  conflict 
could  have  been  lessened.  “I  think 
in  the  beginning  [there  wasn’t]  a 
strong  chair  who  could  control  the 
atmosphere  of  the  meeting.” 
Neither  side  was  flexible,  he 
acknowledged. 

“I  don’t  want  to  say  the 
disagreement  was  unavoidable,” 
said  Gerstell.  “I  don’t  think 
anyone  behaved  in  a  manner  that 
was  morally  wrong.  The  people 
who  left  didn’t  want  to  work  with 
people  of  color.  The  people  in  the 
central  organizing  group  wanted 
to  invite  everyone  to  participate.” 

The  November  8  rally  will  begin 


camp  with  the  protesters.  Offers 
of  signs  protesting  gun  control 
laws  and  seat  belt  regulations  were 
politely  refused  by  GLDC 
members. 

Less  friendly  was  a  Dukakis  sup¬ 
porter  who  grabbed  a  GLDC 
leaflet  from  activist  Jade 
McLaughlin,  crumpled  it  up  and 
muttered,  “Fucking  dyke.” 

The  “Duke  watch”  ended  in  a 
mock  debate  between  Dukakis 
(Sue  Hyde)  and  “Foster  Equality” 
(Kate  Hoffman).  Foster  Equality, 
a  slogan  of  GLDC,  is  the  theme  of 
the  organization’s  “Blank  the 
Duke  Campaign,”  which  urges 
people  to  write-in  “Foster  Equali¬ 
ty”  at  the  polls  rather  than  voting 
for  Dukakis.  Dukakis  has  virtually 
no  chance  of  being  ousted  by 
Kariotis, 

When  asked  if  there  was 
evidence  to  support  the  state’s 
foster  care  policy,  Dukakis  (Sue 
Hyde)  responded,  “My  foster  care 
policy  is  supported  by  a  millenia  of 
world  teaching  [which  states  that] 
gay  people  are  bad  and  [that]  gay 
people  will  molest  children.”  And 
besides,  the  stand-in  “Duke”  add¬ 
ed,  “It  is  my  personal  opinion.” 

“Equality”  was  asked,  “Would 
your  [non-discriminatory]  foster 
care  policy  bring  about  the  demise 


at  1  p.m.  on  Congress  Street, 
across  from  Faneuil  Hall.  Follow¬ 
ing  a  few  speakers,  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  will  march  to  the  State  House. 
Speakers  will  include  Black  activist 
Reverend  Graylan  Ellis  Hagler; 
lesbian  lawyer  Katherine  Trian- 
tafillou;  Holmes  from  GLDC;  and 
Chris  Snow,  a  lesbian  union  ac¬ 
tivist  and  APC  member. 

Endorsers  of  the  rally  include 
Central  American  Solidarity 
Association;  Disabled  People’s 
Liberation  Front;  Black  activist, 
Mel  King;  New  England  Women’s 
Spirituality  Network;  Boston 
Mobilization  for  Survival;  Black 
and  White  Men  Together;  Asian 
Sisters  in  Action;  the  lesbian  and 
gay  caucus  of  the  New  Alliance 
Party;  El  Comite  Latino  de  Les- 
bianas  y  Homosexuales  de  Boston; 
Gary  Dotterman,  chair  of  Ward  2; 
lesbian  separatist  singer  Alix 
Dobkin;  lesbian  singer  Susan 
Abod,  and  APC. 

For  more  information  about  the 
rally,  call  (617)  354-6828. 


of  this  country,  nation  and 
culture?”  “I. .  .1  never  thought  it 
would  be  possible,”  replied  a  con¬ 
templative  “Foster  Equality.” 

The  debate  in  Faneuil  Hall  was 
not  nearly  so  candid. 

For  more  information  about 
GLDC  or  the  “Duke  watches,” 
call  (617)  522-4368. 

To  vote  for  a  write-in  candidate 
such  as  “Foster  Equality,”  ask  the 
“warden”  at  the  polls  for  instruc¬ 
tions. 


Correction 


A  phrase  was  incorrectly 
omitted  from  an  article  on  the 
American  Public  Health 
Association  in  GCN,  Vol.  14, 
No.  14.  The  paragraph  on  page 
3  discussing  James  Haughton 
should  have  read:  “McBeath 
also  mentioned  the  presence  at 
the  closing  panel  of  a  Black 
speaker  on  ‘Quarantine’  — 
James  Haughton  from  the 
Houston  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services.” 


At  last  a  word  from  * Foster  Equality  ’ 

Political  Theater  Draws 
Ire  at  Dukakis  Debate 


News  Notes 


georgia  aids  policy  is  mixed  bag 

ATLANTA  —  The  Georgia  Board  of  Human 
Resources,  after  a  year  of  research  and  study  in 
developing  a  state  policy  on  AIDS,  has  approved  a 
task  force  recommendation  that  allows  people  with 
AIDS  to  remain  in  school  and  at  their  jobs,  according 
to  the  Atlanta  Constitution. 

The  report  also  urges  that  AIDS  diagnoses  be 
kept  confidential  to  protect  people  with  the  illness 
from  discrimination.  The  report,  however,  does 
recommend  mandatory  testing  of  “convicted”  pro¬ 
stitutes. 

The  only  dissent  of  any  kind  on  the  task  force 
recommendations  came  from  Board  member  Robert 
Herndon  of  Milledgeville,  who  sought  to  have  the 
Board  “restrict  the  movement”  of  those  with  AIDS. 

—  Don  Hill 


priest  axed  for  support  of 
‘homosexuality’ 

ST.  CLOUD,  MN  —  The  Rev.  William  Dorn,  co¬ 
pastor  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Christ  Church  Newman 
Center,  has  been  removed  from  his  position  due  to  his 
disagreement  with  the  official  church  view  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  as  “objectively  sinful.”  According  to  the 
New  York  Times,  in  a  September  18  article  in  the  St. 
Cloud  diocesan  newspaper,  Dorn  challenged  the 
church  to  “develop  a  theology  of  sexuality  that  sees 
sexuality  as  a  blessing  and  understands  homosex¬ 
uality  as  being  part  of  the  gift.” 

In  response  to  the  article,  Bishop  George  Speltz 
had  Dorn  dismissed.  Dorn  had  been  co-pastor  and 
head  of  the  Newman  Center’s  ministry  to  gay  men 
and  lesbians  since  1984. 

—  Don  Hill 


telephone/tty  relay  service  for  deaf 

BOSTON  —  A  new  statewide  telephone/tty  relay 
service  for  the  deaf  now  enables  any  hearing  or 
speech  impaired  person  in  the  state  to  place  calls  to 
locations  without  tty  or  tdd  equipment.  Through  the 
new  service,  tdd  or  tty  calls  can  be  made  to  the  relay 
service  which  will  then  transmit  the  message  via 
telephone. 

The  service  is  available  24  hours  a  day  for 
emergency  calls  and  from  7  a.m.  to  11  p.m.  for  other 
calls. 

Callers  in  the  Metropolitan  Boston  area  can 
reach  the  telephone/tty  relay  service  by  calling  (617) 
254-4160.  Callers  outside  that  area  can  call 
1-800-262-3323.  The  emergency  24-hour  number  is 
1-800-445-3323. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 

news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 
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Ttfoctate, 


Next  Meeting:  Tuesday  November  11 

Potluck:  6  p.m. 

Meeting:  6:30  p.m. 

Gay  men  and  lesbians  who  are  committed  vounteers  for  GCN  are  invited  to  attend 
monthly  membership  meetings  at  our  office,  to  review  the  newspaper  and  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  policies  of  the  organization.  Members  —  board  members,  staff  and 
volunteers  —  also  sit  on  hiring  committees  to  replace  departing  staffers.  A  member¬ 
ship  update  will  now  appear  in  this  space  each  month. 

Announcement:  A  number  of  gay  and  lesbian  affinity  groups  will  be  hosting  a  post- 
Halloween  bash  on  Sat.  November  8  in  Central  Sq.,  Cambridge,  to  benefit  both  GCN 
and  a  material  aid  project  for  Nicaragua.  Come  strut  your  stuff  and  support  GCN. 
(see  back  page  for  details) 

Upcoming  Job  Opening:  We  seek  a  Circulation  Manager/Staff  Writer  to  begin  bet¬ 
ween  January  and  March,  1987.  This  staff  member  researches  and  writes  national 
news  stories,  coordinates  the  weekly  mailing  of  the  paper  by  volunteers,  and  processes 
subscriptions.  The  position  requires  writing  skills  and  ability  to  work  with  deadlines, 
interpersonal  and  recordkeeping  skills.  Knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  computers  is 
helpful. 

All  GCN  staff  positions  require  familiarity  with  the  lesbian  and  gay  community; 
a  commitment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism  and  collective 
,  decision-making;  and  an  awareness  of  class  issues.  All  staff  members  earn  $1 80/week. 
Benefits  include  4  weeks  paid  vacation  and  complete  health/life  insurance.  GCN  of¬ 
fers  staff  members  a  flexible,  non-hierarchical  work  setting,  with  ample  room  for  in- 
1  dependence  and  innovation. 

Gay  men/lesbians  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 
For  mor  information  call  us  a  426-4469. 

Last  Meeting:  Attendance  was  low  in  October,  so  we  simply  made  a  few  an¬ 
nouncements,  took  board  nominations,  and  chatted  about  GCNs  letter  policy.  The 
,  announcements:  Miranda  Kolbe  has  been  hired  to  coordinate  GCN’s  outside  typeset¬ 
ting  business;  salaries  have  beert  raised  from  $170  to  $180/week;  GCN  is  searching  for 
a  new  location  (needed:  1,600-2,000  sq.  feet  at  up  to  $l,000/month).  . 

Next  Meeting:  Participants  will  choose  from  the  following  topics:  GCN’s  letter  policy; 
GCN’s  Speaking  Out  policy;  the  feasibility  of  paying  non-staff  writers  (see  your 
membership  newsletter  for  a  position  paper  on  this  topic);  and  publishing  49  or  50 
issues  yearly.  Call  Kim  at  426-4469  with  other  agenda  items. 

See  you  November  11. 


misreading  of  edward  carpenter 


Dear  GCN: 

In  her  Speaking  Out  column  (GCN,  September 
7-13),  Joanna  Russ  unfairly  characterized  Ed¬ 
ward  Carpenter’s  position  as  one  in  which 
“women  deserved  equal  rights  as  long  as  they  re¬ 
mained  passive,  feminine,  occupied  solely  with 
motherhood,  and  devoted  to  men.”  This  aston¬ 
ishing  assertion  sent  me  back  to  Carpenter’s 
books,  particularly  Love's  Coming-of-Age  and 
The  Intermediate  Sex,  to  see  how  1  could  have 
overlooked  such  an  important  fault  when  I  re¬ 
searched  his  writings  for  the  book  John  Lauritsen 
and  1  published  in  1974  on  the  early  homosexual 
rights  movement.  I  could  find  nothing  to  uphold 
Russ’  characterization,  and  much  to  refute  it.  1 
wonder  if  she  would  tell  us  what  she  based  it  on. 

Carpenter’s  main  flaw  was  that  he  was  trapped 
by  his  time  into  believing  in  the  “third-sex” 
theory  —  that  same-sex  activity  reflected  “a  male 
soul  trapped  in  a  female  body”  and  ”a  female 
soul  trapped  in  a  male  body”  —  though  he  also 
acknowledged  the  more  scientific  view  (pro¬ 
pounded  mainly  by  boy-lovers  in  those  days)  that 
the  capacity  for  same-sex  love  “also  exists  — 
though  in  a  germinal  and  undeveloped  state  —  in 
the  breast  of  mankind  at  large.”  (The  In¬ 
termediate  Sex)  He  most  certainly  did  not  regard 
women  as  inferior,  or  as  deserving  of  rights  only 
if  they  “remained  passive”  and  “occupied  solely 
with  motherhood.”  If  he  had,  it  is  hard  to  see 
how  the  most  radical  wing  of  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  of  his  day  could  regard  Love’s  Coming-of- 
Age  as  an  important  contribution  to  women’s  lib¬ 
eration,  or  why  the  bourgeois  women’s  move¬ 
ment  abhorred  it.  I  can  only  conclude  that  Russ 
has  not  read  it,  nor  Carpenter’s  other  writings. 
Here  are  a  few  brief  excerpts  (there  are  many 
more)  from  Love’s  Coming-of-Age  (New  York  & 
London:  Mitchell  Kennedy,  1911)  that  negate 
Russ’s  opinion. 

“Yet  is  must  never  be  forgotten  that  nothing 
short  of  large  social  changes,  stretching  beyond 
the  sphere  of  women  only,  can  bring  about  the 
complete  emancipation  of  the  latter.  Not  till  our 
whole  commercial  system,  with  its  barter  and  sale 
of  human  labor  and  human  love  for  gain,  is  done 
away,  and  not  till  a  whole  new  code  of  ideals  and 
customs  of  life  has  come  in,  will  women  really  be 
free.”  (“Woman  in  Freedom,”  pp.  59-60) 

“The  point  is  that  the  whole  conception  of  a 
nobler  Womanhood  for  the  future  has  to  proceed 
candidly  from  this  basis  of  her  complete  freedom 
as  to  the  disposal  of  her  sex,  and  from  the  healthy 
conviction  that,  with  whatever  individual  aberra¬ 
tions,  she  will  on  the  whole  use  that  freedom  ra¬ 
tionally  and  well. . ..  Refreshing  therefore  in  its 
way  is  the  spirit  of  revolt  which  is  spreading  on  all 
sides.  Let  us  hope  such  revolt  will  continue.  If  it 
lead  here  and  there  to  strained  or  false  situations, 
or  to  temporary  misunderstandings  —  still, 
declared  enmity  is  better  than  unreal  acqui¬ 
escence.  Too  long  have  women  acted  the  part  of 


mere  appendages  to  the  male,  suppressing  their 
own  individuality  and  fostering  his  self-conceit. 
In  order  to  have  souls  of  their  own  they  must  free 
themselves,  and  greatly  by  their  own  efforts. 
They  must  learn  to  fight.”  (pp.  68-69) 

Carpenter  noted  that  among  those  playing 
leading  roles  in  the  growing  women’s  movement 
of  his  day  were  “homogenic”  women  —  “that  is, 
inclined  to  attachments  to  their  own,  rather  than 
to  the  opposite,  sex”  —  and  that  “to  many, 
children  are  more  or  less  a  bore.”  (p.  72)  But 
nowhere  did  he  urge  motherhood  on  women. 
“Perhaps  the  deficiency  in  maternal  instinct 
would  seem  the  most  serious  imputation.  But 
then,  whb  knows  (as  we  have  said)  what  evolution 
is  preparing?  Sometimes  it  seems  possible  that  a 
new  sex  is  on  the  make  —  like  the  feminine  neu¬ 
ters  of  Ants  and  Bees  —  not  adapted  for  child¬ 
bearing,  but  with  a  marvelous  and  perfect  instinct 
of  social  service,  indispensable  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  common  life.  Certainly  most  of 
those  who  are  freeing  themselves  —  often  with 
serious  struggles  —  from  the  ‘lady’  chrysalis  are 
fired  with  an  ardent  social  enthusiasm;  and  if  they 
may  personally  differ  in  some  respects  from  the 
average  of  their  sex,  it  is  certain  that  their  efforts 
will  result  in  a  tremendous  improvement  in  the 
general  position  of  their  more  commonplace 
sisters.”  (p.  73) 

It  may  be  worth  noting  that  Carpenter  wrote  in 
his  autobiography  that  he  believed  Love’s 
Coming-of-Age  ought  to  have  been  written  by  a 
woman,  but  that  he  “could  not  get  any  of  my 
women-friends  to  take  the  subject  up,  and  so  had 
to  deal  with  it  myself.”  (My  Days  and  Dreams, 
London:  George  Allen  &  Unwin,  Ltd.,  1916,  p. 
197) 

Russ  belittles  Carpenter  as  a  “hero  of  the  early 
struggle  for  gay  male  rights”  (he  was  much  more, 
including  a  fighter  for  women’s  liberation),  and 
notes,  gratuitously:  “That  wasn’t  the  last  time 
some  gay  men  thought  they  could  buy  into  the 
brotherhood  of  men  at  the  expense  of  women.” 
This  is  an  absurd  misreading  of  Carpenter,  one  of 
the  most  creative  and  courageous  Figures  in  the 
early  efforts  to  link  the  struggles  for  sexual 
freedom,  women’s  liberation,  and  socialism  — 
and  this  in  the  face  of  Victorian  prudery  and  the 
hysteria  generated  by  the  Oscar  Wilde  trials. 
Russ’s  comments  on  Carpenter  betray  a  lack  of 
familiarity  with  him  and  with  the  early  gay  move¬ 
ment,  not  to  mention  an  ahistorical  and  tenden¬ 
tious  revisionism. 

For  a  discussion  of  Carpenter,  see  The  Early 
Homosexual  Rights  Movement  (1864-1935)  by 
Lauritsen  and  myself,  and  Sheila  Rowbotham 
and  Jeffrey  Week’s  Socialism  and  the  New  Life: 
The  Personal  and  Sexual  Politics  of  Edward 
Carpenter  and  Havelock  Ellis. 

Yours  for  sexual  freedom, 

David  Thorstad 
New  York,  NY 


vote  yes  on  mail 
registration 

Dear  GCN: 

As  gay  and  lesbian  voters  in  Massachusetts  go 
to  the  polls  this  November  they  should  be  sure  to 
vote  YES  on  ballot  question  #6  allowing  voter 
registration  by  mail. 

As  a  community  traditionally  alienated  from 
the  electoral  process,  gay  and  lesbian  people  have 
a  real  interest  in  increasing  voter  participation, 
and  one  cannot  vote  without  being  registered. 
Mail-in  registration  would  simplify  the  current 
process  by  allowing  residents  to  register  by 
witnessed  post  card  with  verification  by  return 
mail. 

Mail-in  registration  proponents  argue  per¬ 
suasively  that  it  would  make  it  easier  to  register 
elderly,  shut-in,  working,  and  commuting  res¬ 
idents.  Gay  and  lesbian  citizens,  currently  under¬ 
registered,  could  also  be  enrolled  more  easily, 
thus  increasing  our  electoral  clout  and  advancing 
our  agenda.  You  can  bet  conservative  residents 
are  registered  —  it  is  in  our  interest  to  make  it 
easier  for  our  people  to  register  and  vote. 

Strong  anti-fraud  measures  and  the  success 
mail-in  registration  has  had  in  the  23  states  where 
it  is  currently  law  have  earned  broad,  bi-partisan 
support  for  ballot  question  46. 

Support  for  participatory  democracy  AND 
healthy  self-interest  mean  that  gay  and  lesbian 
voters  should  vote  YES  on  46. 

Yours  truly, 

David  Scondras 
Boston,  MA 

historical  note  on 
gay  tv  movies 

Dear  GCN: 

After  reading  Michael  Botkin’s  review  of  the 
lesbian  &  gay  made-for-TV  movies.  I’ve  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Botkin  is  either  very 
young,  new  to  this  country,  or  has  only  recently 
purchased  a  television. 

Consenting  Adult  was  hardly  the  “first”  made- 
for-TV  movie  about  gays.  There  was  a  movie  en¬ 
titled  That  Certain  Summer  with  Hal  Holbrook 
and  Martin  Sheen  (the  father  in  Consenting 
Adult)  broadcasted  in  1972.  The  story  concerned 
an  adolescent  boy’s  visit  to  the  new  home  of  his 
estraged  father  and,  as  the  boy  found  out  later, 
his  father’s  lover. 

Then,  in  1978,  there  was  A  Question  of  Love 
which  presented  Jane  Alexander  and  Gena 
Rowlands  (the  mother  in  An  Early  Frost)  as  a  les¬ 
bian  couple  involved  in  a  custody  battle  over 
Gena  Rowlands’  character’s  son.  This  movie  was 
especially  memorable  to  me  as  it  was  one  of  the 
first  times  1  saw  lesbians  presented  on  television 
as  something  other  than  criminals  or  psychopaths 
(in  this  vein,  another  movie  to  note  is  The  War 
Widow  with  Pamela  Bellwood  that  was  first 
shown  on  PBS  in  1976). 

In  both  of  these  cases  the  couple  was  not  yuppie 
(the  lesbians  were  middle-aged,  working  class, 
divorced  mothers  &  the  gay  men  were  trans- 
generational,  albeit  upper  middle  class)  and  was 
not  what  would  be  considered  classically 
beautiful  or  handsome.  Granted,  in  neither  of 
these  movies  was  there  any  reference  to  the  les¬ 
bian  &  gay  community,  nor  were  the  portrayals 
completely  positive  (or  negative,  for  that  matter), 
but  to  a  teenager  or  young  adult  (like  me)  looking 
for  people  who  didn’t  fit  the  status  quo  (again, 
like  me)  they  were  very  important. 

I  strongly  suggest  that  the  next  time  Mr.  Botkin 
does  a  similar  review,  he  does  a  bit  more  research 
(Vito  Russo’s  The  Celluloid  Closet  is  an  excellent 
reference)  or  at  least  identify  his  specific  frame  of 
reference. 

Thank  you, 

Marcelle  Cook-Daniels 
Hyattsville,  MD 

‘aggressive  homo¬ 
sexual  activist’ 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  the  ads  and  Community  Voices. 
It  has  been  more  helpful  than  you  can  imagine.  I 
have  all  kinds  of  friends  who  have  written  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  cause  and  this  has  helped  in  encourag¬ 
ing  and  giving  confidence  to  Kansas  men  and 
women  who  would  otherwise  be  frightened  to 
participate  in  a  rights  action. 

The  sad  part  is  that  since  the  printing  of  the  last 
C.  Voice  where  a  hunger  strike  was  in  progress  to 
try  to  force  the  prison  to  stop  segregating 
[isolating]  gays  and  blacks,  a  couple  of  very 
negative  incidents  have  taken  place.  The  ad¬ 
ministration  has  succeeded  in  ‘dividing’  us 
against  each  other  with  their  lies,  labeling  me  a 
‘leader’  and  ‘aggressive  homosexual  activist’  and 
moving  me  to  another  prison  where,  upon  my  ar¬ 
rival,  I  was  told  that  if  I  continued  to  practice  gay 
rights  and  black  rights  I  would  be  placed  in  the 
hole  for  months  and  have  the  shit  beat  out  of  me. 
And  these  are  the  basic  facts. 

1  will  not  let  this  stop  the  efforts  to  bring  rights 
for  gays  and  for  blacks  into  Kansas,  quite  the 
contrary.  I  intend  to  work  harder.  I  refuse  to  back 
down  to  criminal  threat  and  slander. 

Please  stay  in  touch  with  us, 

Timothy  Goodwin 

36147 

Box  2 

Lansing,  KS  66043 
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tion. 

Fdstmaster  Send  address  changes  ta  Gay  Commu¬ 
nity  News,  167  Tremont  SI,  5th  Fl.  Boston,  MA  021 11. 
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Speaking  Out - 

Toward  Political  Autonomy 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth 

By  John  Fish 


( This  article  is  based  on  a  talk  given  by  the  author  as  part  of  a  presentation  of  youth 
autonomy  at  the  annual  conference  of  the  North  American  Man/ Boy  Love  Association, 
November  9,  1985,  in  New  York  City.) 

Depriving  young  people  of  their  rights  under  the  guise  of  “Protection”  has  become  a 
popular  activity  for  many  adults.  Unfortunately,  this  includes  a  prominent  part  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community.  Instead  of  working  to  end  the  subjugation  of  young  people, 
many  gay  adults  want  to  be  a  part  of  it. 

Consider  the  examples  which  have  occurred  over  the  past  year: 

In  Massachusetts  and  California,  rather  than  sue  to  give  young  people  the  right  to 
choose  for  themselves  their  own  living  situations,  lesbian  and  gay  adults  have  instead  sued 
for  the  right  to  be  foster  parents.  These  adults  would  rather  protect  young  people  than 
liberate  them. 

In  New  York  City,  gay  adults  have  set  up  an  Institute  for  the  Protection  of  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Youth.  Rather  than  empowering  young  gay  people  by  working  to  win  them  their  civil 
rights,  or  attempting  to  free  them  from  compulsory  schooling  —  in  which  little  or  no  real 
learning  takes  place  and  in  which  creativity,  curiosity  and  self-confidenced  are  often 
attacked  —  the  founders  of  this  Institute  have  instead  established  a  separate  high  school  that 
only  further  isolates  and  ghettoizes  lesbian  and  gay  young  people. 

And  in  Los  Angeles,  rather  than  condemn  City  Council  Member  Zev  Yaroslavsky  for 
spearheading  a  crusade  that  has  further  restricted  the  rights  of  young  people,  Christopher 
Street  West,  a  sponsor  of  lesbian  and  gay  pride  week  activities,  honored  him  with  an  award 
for  “outstanding  service  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.” 

Yaroslavsky  successfully  campaigned  to  close  the  principal  dance  club  for  lesbian  and 
gay  young  people  in  Los  Angeles,  the  Odyssey.  He  also  got  the  city  council  to  pass  restrictive 
regulations  making  the  three  remaining  youth -oriented  dance  clubs  in  the  area  off-limits  to 
those  under  13  and  those  over  20,  and  persuaded  the  police  to  resume  aggressive 
enforcement  of  Los  Angeles’  all-but-forgotten  youth  curfew  law. 

The  enforcement  of  the  curfew  law,  which  prohibits  anyone  under  1 8  from  being  out  of 
their  homes  after  10:00  p.m.,  is  one  of  the  most  restrictive  anti-youth  actions  taken  by  Los 
Angeles. 

No  matter  how  they’re  worded,  curfew  laws  tend  to  be  enforced  in  an  arbitrary  and 
capricious  way,  thereby  violating  a  broad  range  of  Constitutional  rights,  among  them: 
assembly,  due  process,  equal  protection,  and  privacy.  An  account  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times 
(August  10,  1985,  p.l)  illustrates  this  well. 

A  store  manager  in  the  popular  Westwood  area  near  U.C.L.A.  told  a  reporter,  “I  think 
the  cops  are  doing  a  real  good  job  [enforcing  the  law].  They’re  not  harassing  anyone  who 
looks  like  they’re  decent.” 

A  police  officer  added,  “If  they’re  going  to  or  from  a  movie,  or  waiting  for  their 
parents,  we  won’t  do  anything.  But  if  they’re  cruising,  or  if  they  jump  into  the  street  to  talk 
to  friends  in  a  car,  then  we’ll  nail  them.  ’  ’  Once  “nailed,  ”  the  unfortuante  young  person  who 
doesn’t  look  “decent,”  or  does  not  appear  to  be  spending  any  money,  is  held  by  police  until 
a  parent  or  guardian  arrives. 

The  resumption  of  the  youth  curfew  law  enforcement  promoted  by  Yaroslavsky  has 
had  effects  beyond  the  borders  of  Los  Angeles.  The  city  of  Newport  Beach,  a  wealthy 
community  south  of  Los  Angeles,  enacted  a  youth  curfew  law  at  about  the  same  time  that 
Los  Angeles  resumed  enforcing  its  antiquated  statute.  Newport  Beach’s  police  chief  was 
quoted  in  the  Times  as  saying,  “With  adults,  we  have  to  wait  until  they  commit  a  crime  [to 
arrest  them].  With  juveniles,  thank  God,  we  don’t.” 

How  do  young  people  deal  with  this  kind  of  oppression?  Some  of  them  take  drugs. 
Some  join  gangs.  Some  run  away.  Some  try  to  torment  and  frustrate  their  adult  oppressors 
by  pretending  to  be  stupid  and  incompetent,  a  technique  also  used  in  the  past  by  prisoners  in 


concentration  camps. 

Sometimes  these  methods  help  them  survive.  But  often  they  lead  to  an  even  greater  loss 
of  liberty  through  placement  in  a  juvenile  detention  center  or  an  “adolescent  care  unit.” 

Adolescent  care  units  are  advertised  on  television  in  some  cities  as  psychiatric  hospitals 
for  “troubled  teens.”  In  reality  they  are  private  enterprise  prisons  where  young  people  can 
be  placed  without  due  process  by  parents,  and  kept  for  as  long  as  the  family’s  health 
insurance  allows.  They  are  this  society’s  Final  Solution  to  rebellious  young  people,  and 
many  sexually-active  lesbian  and  gay  young  people  are  committed  to  such  units  by 
homophobic  parents. 

At  a  Sexual  Freedom  Forum  held  in  San  Francisco  in  1984,  16-year-old  Jess  Harrison 
made  an  appeal  to  groups  in  our  community  to  help  lesbian  and  gay  young  people  to  better 
know  and  understand  their  rights  and  to  assist  them  in  their  struggles.  Despite  his  plea,  the 
oppression  of  lesbian  and  gay  young  people  continues  unhampered,  and,  as  the  earlier 
examples  show,  is  even  aided  and  abetted  by  some  of  those  groups  to  whom  this  plea  was 
directed. 

Rather  than  depend  on  adults  in  our  community  for  help,  young  people  might  be  wiser 
to  follow  the  advice  of  youth  advocate  John  Holt,  who  once  suggested, 

. .  .to  those  many  young  people  who  are  now  struggling  to  get  students’ 
rights  or  to  reform  their  schools  —  shoot  at  a  target  worth  hitting.  Forget 
student’s  rights  and  get  yourselves  the  rights  of  citizens.  Get  the  vote,  and 
when  you  have  it,  get  it  for  those  younger  than  you  are.  The  schools  are 
not  going  to  be  reformed  from  within;  their  serious  reform  is  a  political 
matter  and  will  be  accomplished,  if  at  all,  with  votes. . ..  (Escape  from 
Childhood,  Pinchpenny  Press,  1981,  Boston,  p.  20) 

The  revolution  that  established  this  nation’s  independence  was  based  on  people’s  need 
to  have  some  say  in  how  they  are  governed.  People  under  18  still  lack  that  right,  and  are 
paying  dearly  because  of  it. 

There  is  probably  little,  if  any,  chance  of  young  people  getting  the  vote  under  a 
Supreme  Court  whose  Chief  Justice  once  tried  to  deny  that  right  to  black  and  hispanic 
adults,  and  a  Justice  Department  that  has  conspired  to  deprive  black  civil  rights  activists  in 
the  South  of  their  right  to  vote,  but  they  should  not  give  up.  Gaining  and  exercising  the  right 
to  vote  are  basic  to  any  people’s  hope  of  ending  the  erosion  of  their  liberties. 

Until  young  people  Finally  do  get  the  right  to  vote,  I  would  urge  lesbian  and  gay  adults 
to  work  to  change  the  laws  so  that  they  no  longer  deny  full  Constitutional  guarantees  against 
oppressive  treatment  to  people  under  18. 1  believe  it  is  the  responsibility  of  gay  adults  to  join 
young  people  in  their  struggles  to  liberate  themselves  from  the  tyranny  of  their  self-appointed 
(and  state-approved)  “protectors.” 

John  Fish  is  a  resident  of  Los  Angeles  and  has  written  and  spoken  on  a  variety  of  issues 
concerning  gay  liberation  and  youth  liberation.  He  was  a  founding  member  of  the  Los 
Angeles  chapter  of  NAMBLA. 


“Speaking  Out"  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  1 67  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Community  Voices 


open  letter  to  paul 
cronan 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Paul 
Cronan,  a  gay  man  with  AIDS  who  successfully 
fought  his  dismissal  from  New  England 
Telephone.  Twenty-nine  co-workers  walked  off 
the  job  when  he  returned.  fSeeGCN,  Vol.  14,  No . 
15) 

Dear  Paul: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  being  a  role  model  for 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community  as  well  as  to  the 
general  public.  You  have  earned  my  respect  and 
support  and  you  deserve  it  from  others  as  well. 
You  can  educate  those  with  whom  you  work  and 
also  serve  a  purpose  with  Ma  Bell.  New  England 
Telephone,  the  company  that  provides  vital  com¬ 
munication  services,  should  encourage  dialogue 
so  that  your  peers  and  others  can  better  unders¬ 
tand  AIDS,  ARC,  and  related  issues.  You  have 
been  a  great  teacher  and  have  educated  people  in 
general  as  to  the  prejudicial  and  stereotypical 
beliefs  and  how  they  should  overcome  these 
dogmas. 

Good  luck  to  you  as  you  continue  to  be  a  per¬ 
son  who  wants  to  work  and  earn  his  keep  in  life. 
You  epitomize  dignity,  integrity,  honesty,  and 
lovej  and  have  shown  me  and  other  gay  and  les¬ 
bian' individuals  that  we  can  live  our  lives  with 
similar  values. 

Sincerely, 

Michael  G.  la  Pensee 
Framingham,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the  editor. 
To  minimize  delays,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED,  and 
limited  to  five  typed  pages.  Carbon 
copies  of  letters  sent  elsewhere  are  only 
printed  on  a  space-available  basis.  Send 
letters  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


no  one  wants  to 
hire  a  sissy 

Dear  GCN: 

Thought  I’d  send  you  a  note  to  express  my 
thanks  to  you  for  what  you’ve  sent  me.  Hopefully 
by  August  next  year  I  can  in  turn  help  you. 
August  is  the  month  I  get  out!  I  have  nowhere  to 
go  when  I  get  out,  but  in  time  I  will  find  a  place  to 
live  and  get  my  life  back  in  order. 

My  main  problem  is  finding  work!  I’m  a  queen 
and  refuse  to  hide  myself  to  find  work,  and  it 
seems  no  one  wants  to  hire  a  sissy.  I  guess  they 
believe  I’ll  give  the  company  a  bad  name,  or 
“turn-out”  their  workers.  Maybe  all  I  can  do  is 
trick  for  a  living  or  find  some  man  to  take  me  in 
out  of  the  cold  and  look  out  for  me.  Being  an  ex- 
con  and  a  transvestite  too  can  be  a  hard  way  of 
life.  But  one  thing  for  sure,  I  will  fight  as  long  as 
I’m  living!  All  I  hope  for  is  that  in  my  life,  I  will 
see  a  change  in  people’s  views  on  gays.  I  dream  of 
a  time  where  we  can  walk  down  the  street  without 
beer  cans  being  thrown  at  us.  Maybe  one  day  the 
people’s  minds  will  open  up  and  realize  homosex¬ 
uals  are  people  too. 

Anyway,  your  paper  has  been  out  for  a  long 
time  now  and  I’m  sure  you’ve  helped  many  peo¬ 
ple  in  many  different  ways.  I  wish  I  had  money  to 
send  you,  but  at  this  time  you’ll  just  have  to  ac¬ 
cept  my  100  percent  support!  It  seems  that 
everybody  thinks  that  if  you  just  sit  back  and  wait 
someone  else  will  come  along  and  fix  all  your 
problems.  That’s  not  always  so,  or  it  takes  too 
long  that  way.  If  every  homosexual  in  the  world 
would  spend  10  or  1 5  minutes  a  day  in  the  cause  of 
our  own  homosexuality,  we  could  lick  this  thing. 
If  you’re  gay  and  love  being  gay,  I  believe  it’s 
something  worth  fighting  for!! 

Please  keep  up  the  good  work, 

Jerri  ‘Diane’  Johnson 
106474 

Rt  1,  Box  207-C 
Lawrenceville,  VA  23868 


jl  Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  fourteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  big 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don't  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

Name - - - Address 

City _ 


Slate 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 


.Zip 


1  year  $33.00  $ 
25  weeks  $20.00  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $1200  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 


Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 


These  rates  are  lor  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  lor  loreign, 
including  Canada  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street.  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-prolit  educational  loundation 
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Gay  Bands:  Brass  and  Percussion  Come  Out 


By  Dennis  Chase 

I  originally  planned  to  join  the 
Freedom  Trail  band  for  just  the 
Boston  Pride  March  of  last  year, 
yet  here  I  am  one-and-a-half  years 
later,  still  performing  for  the 
masses.  Why  do  I  do  it?  What 
keeps  me  and  30  other  people  in 
Boston  playing,  and  what  keeps 
people  in  bands  all  across  the 
country? 

I  find  that  playing  in  a  les- 
bian/gay  concert  and  marching 
band  is  different  from  any  other 
musical  organization  I’ve  ever 
been  involved  with.  And  after  nine 
years  of  school/college  perfor¬ 
mances,  I  thought  that  I  was  jad¬ 
ed,  that  I’d  seen  all  that  was  in¬ 
teresting.  But  lo  and  behold,  there 


were  women  in  the  percussion  sec¬ 
tion!  There  were  men  in  the  baton 
line!  “I  Am  What  I  Am”  was  on 
the  conductor’s  stand!  (I  knew, 
somehow,  that  I  wasn’t  in  Kansas 
anymore.) 

Breaking  old  stereotypes  is  one 
thing  that  keeps  me  going;  fotme 
there  are  a  few  additional  reasons. 
First,  I  do  it  because  of  the  people 
—  the  group  of  lesbian  women  and 
gay  men  that  make  up  the  band. 
Next,  I’d  say  I  keep  coming  back 
for  the  chance  to  perform  again  in 
public;  I  think  there’s  a  bit  of  a 
show-stopper  in  each  of  us.  Final¬ 
ly,  I  do  it  (hold  your  comments 
please)  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  and  not  just  my  local 


Boston  community  —  just  ask 
Northampton,  Provincetown,  and 
New  York  City  which  all  support 
local  gay  musical  performances. 

As  I  mentioned,  the  people,  and 
believe  it  or  not,  the  rehearsals,  are 
my  strongest  reasons  for  staying  a 
band  member.  Our  band  hails 
from  a  wide  variety  of  back¬ 
grounds,  both  personally  and  mu¬ 
sically.  I  get  the  chance  to  meet 
many  people  that  I  might  not  see  in 
any  other  social  situation. 

I  also  get  the  chance,  sometimes 
unexpectedly,  to  expand  my  mu¬ 
sical  abilities  more  than  in  any  pre¬ 
vious  group.  For  example:  one 
night  I  arrived  at  rehearsal  without 
Continued  on  page  7 


An  Evening  of  Feminist  Humor  with 

Kate  Clinton 

del  ightf  ul . . .  sharp  ...outrageously  irreverent ! 

“Kate  Clinton  is  one  of  the  fastest  rising  stars ...  funny,  outspoken  ... 
the  cutting  edge.”  —  Susan  Wilson,  The  Boston  Globe 


ALL  NEW  SHOW!! 


with  special  guests 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


BMg 


538-7017 


$9.95  DINNER  SPECIAL 


•  Cup  of  Soup  or  Salad 

•  Entree  Plate 

•  Dessert 

Non-Alcoholic  Beverages 


Jean  Fineberg, 
Ellen  Seeling, 
and  friends 
Sizzling 
contemporary 
jazz  &  funk! 
Introducing  their  new  LP 
on  Redwood  Records 


LRBRYS 


COME  HERR  US  RT 
SOMEWHERE  ELSE  -  N0U  22.9PM 

WOMEN  - IDENTIF IED  MUSIC 


FRIDAY 

NOVEMBER  14, 1986 
8:00  PM 

g 


Strand  Theatre 

543  Columbia  Road,  Dorchester 
(T)  Red  line  to  Andrew  Station,  take  shuttle 
bus  or  #16  or  #17  bus  to  Upham’s  Corner 

Sign  language  interpreted  by 
Laurie  Rothfeld  with  Laurel  Chiten 


Tickets  $10,  $12  Advance 
$11,  $13  day  of  show/at  the  door 
All  Seats  Reserved 

Half  price  under  12/over  60/SSI  by  mail  only. 
Tickets  available  from: 

Cambridge:  Sandy’s  Music,  Bodyworks  Gym,  Out  Of 
Town  Tickets.  Boston:  Glad  Day  Bookshop.  J.P.: 
Food  for  Thought,  Red  Bookstore.  Dorchester:  Strand 
Theatre,  Dorchester  Reading  Authority.  Arlington: 
Wood  &  Strings.  Cape  Cod:  Outermost  Kites,  Hyannis 
&  Provincetown.  ConcertCharge:  497-1118 
Mail  Order:  Send  check  or  money  order  and  self- 
addressed  stamped  envelope  to:  Allegra  Productions, 
P.O.  Box  469,  Cambridge,  MA  02238.  Include  phone  # . 
Deaf  &  hearing  impaired  persons:  Call  Janis  or  Cheryle, 
254-4041  voice,  254-3107  TTY. 


»/< 


DAVSD  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 
Boston,  MA  02109 


I 


Orleans/Bewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Coll  Toll  Free  1-800-351-3185 


INFORMATION:  (617)  547-1378 

KATE  CLINTON  &  DEUCE  will  appear  in  Northampton  on  Thursday,  November  13.  Call  for  information. 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  Practice  Since  1 975 


General  Practice 
‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small 
Business 


Employment 

‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker's  Comp. 


52  Western  Ave.,  Camb..  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


VA  CA  TION  ELA  TION 

— Adventure  &  Relaxation  Ideas,  Near  &  Far — 


We 

cHighlands  c7/ifi 

p  o.  Boxii8G 

MM  Valley  View  Lane 
mm  Bethlehem,  NH  03574 
Innkeepers: 

Judi&  Grace 

603-869-3978 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 


Join  us  for  the  holidays.  We’re  celebrating  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas  with  all  the  trimmings.  Our  cross-country 
ski  trails  and  hot  tub  are  ready  for  your  winter  vacation. 
Great  downhill  skiing  nearby.  Come  experience  a  winter 
wonderland. 
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Greenhorn 

Farm 


RFD  Box  2260,  Easl  Hardwick.  VT  05836 
(802)  533-7772 


En)oy  the  intimacy  of  woman- 
only  space  and  the  majestic 
beauty  ot  VERMONT.  X-country 
ski  on  our  packed  trails. 
Horseback  riding,  hiking,  & 
downhill  skiing.  HOLIDAY 
CELEBRATIONS. 


WOMEN-ONI.Y  SPACE 
OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 


Vacations  aren’t  just  for 
Summer  and  Fall! 

Call  617/426-4469  to  list  your  guesthouse, 
agency,  or  restaurant  for  as  little  as  $25  per  week. 


Susan  D.  Flelschmann 


BOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  ( 

REVIEW 

BOOK 

SAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  ( 

REVIEW 

BOOK 

SAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  ( 

REVIEW 

BOOK 

SAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

REVIEW 

Female  Sleuths  Come  into 
Their  Own 


Something  Shady 

Sarah  Dreher 

New  Victoria  Publishers,  Norwich,  VT,  1986 
$8.95,  264  pp. 


June  Mail 


Jean  Warmbold 
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Reviewed  by  Patricia  A.  Roth 


One  of  my  first  women  loves  was  Nancy  Drew:  I 
spent  my  twelfth  year  obsessed  with  her  blond 
curls,  her  blue  eyes,  her  matching  blue  sports 
car,  and  her  amazing  ability  to  encounter  and  solve 
mysteries.  Looking  back  now,  Nancy  was  a  pretty  likely 
candidate:  that  Ned  Nickerson  was  just  a  front;  most  of 
her  time  was  spent  with  two  girls,  one  of  them  named 
George!  After  Nancy,  I  graduated  to  Sherlock  Holmes 
and  Agatha  Christie.  In  adulthood,  I  let  mystery 
reading  lapse.  Ellery  Queen,  et  al.,  were  just  too  sexist 
and  violent.  The  advent  of  feminism  and  lesbianism 
into  my  life  didn’t  improve  the  picture  —  until  just  a 

few  years  ago.  Finally,  now,  we  dykes  and  gay  men  have 

something  to  curl  up  with  on  the  kind  of  wild  stormy 
night  Vincent  Price  loves  to  lurk  about  in. 

The  first  lesbian  detective  novel  I  know  of  was 
Angel  Dance  by  M.F.  Beal,  published  by  Daughters, 
Inc.  Featuring  a  Chicana  lesbian  private  investigator 
who  becomes  entangled  in  a  top  secret  international 
network  of  radical  feminists  working  to  subvert  male 
violence,  this  novel  still  ranks  among  the  best  of  the 
genre.  Next  came  the  popular  Camarin  Grae  books, 
(Blazon  Books)  in  which  The  Winged  Dancer  qualifies 
as  detective  fiction,  again  with  a  lesbian  protagonist,  a 
professional  mediator  who  trips  into  espionage  and 
intrigue  in  a  mythical  South  American  nation.  Snow 
by  Jenifer  Levin  (Avon),  although  not  a  detective  novel, 
is  indeed  a  mystery,  with  more  international  intrigue, 
featuring  an  unforgettable  pair  of  adventuring  lesbian 
lovers  who  combine  some  of  the  better  aspects  of  Diana 
Nyad  and  Billie  Jean  King. 

A  favorite  among  the  political  crowd,  Barbara 
Wilson’s  Murder  in  the  Collective  (Seal  Press)  makes  up 
for  the  weakness  of  the  mystery  by  the  excellence  of  its 
description  of  the  counter-culture  community  of 
Seattle:  dykes,  politicos,  and  a  realistic  narrator  cum 
detective  who’s  also  stumbling  her  way  through  coming 
out,  refreshingly  without  the  hearts-and-flowers,  true- 
love-forever  ending  most  lesbian  novels,  unlike  life, 
insist  upon. 

Katharine  V.  Forrest’s  Amateur  City ,  another  dyke 
detective  novel  (Naiad  Press)  attests  to  the  author’s 
versatility  in  switching  genres:  she’s  also  written  erotic 
fiction  ( Curious  Wine )  and  science  fantasy  ( Daughters 
of  a  Coral  Dawn).  Into  this  already  well-established 
field  came  New  Victoria  Press’s  Sarah  Dreher,  the 


author  of  Stoner  McTavish,  absolutely  the  most 
lovable,  cuddly,  bumbling  solver  of  mysteries  and 
rescuer  of  fair  damsels  since  Dr.  Watson.  Needing  no 
Holmes,  Stoner,  a  thirty-one-year-old  Boston  lesbian 
who  works  as  a  travel  agent  with  her  flaky,  food  crazy 
friend  Marylou,  can  depend  upon  her  Aunt  Hermione, 
a  psychic  reader,  and  her  psychiatrist,  Dr.  Edith 
Kesselbaum.  In  the  annals  of  rhystery  fiction,  humor  is 
rare.  Robert  B.  Parker,  creator  of  Boston’s  Spencer,  tries 
—  and  often  falls  a  little  flat.  Sarah  Dreher  never  misses 
a  beat:  this  book  contains  a  laugh  in  every  paragraph: 
conversational  quips,  eccentric  characters,  bizarre  yet 
believable  happenings. 

In  an  era  in  which  establishment  publishers  have 
begun,  too,  to  ride  on  the  coat-tails  of  feminism,  it 
seems  that  lesbian  mystery  fiction  has  come  of  age.  Miss 
Marple’s  not  the  only  distaff  sleuth  in  the  village 
anymore.  In  the  straight  publishing  world,  we  have 
Jemima  Shore,  British  writer  Antonia  Fraser’s  detective; 
the  famous  P.D.  James,  also  British,  finally  allowed 
Adam  Dalgliesh,  her  male  detective,  to  step  aside  in 
two  books  for  Cordelia  Gray,  the  young  female 
proprietor  of  a  seedy  investigative  agency.  Amanda 
Cross  (really  Carolyn  Heilbrun,  a  feminist  scholar)  has 
created  the  elitist,  sometime  feminist  Kate  Franshler,  a 
professor  whose  students  and  colleagues  keep  getting 
murdered. 

With  the  advent  later  this  year  of  a  new  series 
“Woman  as  Sleuth,"  from  The  Crossing  Press,  us  old 
fans  of  Nancy  Drew  should  have  nothing  more  to  worry 
about.  This  season’s  offerings  of  mystery / detective 
fiction  by  women  writers,  however,  comes  up  a  mixed 
bag.  Now  that  there’s  more  of  it  around,  we  can  afford 
to  be  fussy. 

June  Mail  by  Jean  Warmbold  holds  interest  for  a 
gay  readership  only  because  The  Missing  Person  is  an 
AIDS  researcher.  For  me  this  timely  touch  smacked  just 
a  tad  of  the  exploitation  of  the  real  pain  of  AIDS 
crisis  in  all  of  our  lives.  Warmbold’s  protagonist,  Sarah 


Jean  Warmbold 


Calloway,  a  journalist,  is  as  het  as  they  come,  and 
relentlessly  tough.  I  found  Warmbold’s  terse,  cigarette- 
dropping-from-the-corner-of-the-mouth  style  too  ser¬ 
ious  to  serve  as  parody,  too  unyielding  to  relax  with.  I 
applaud  Warmbold  for  creating  a  strong  female  lead  as 
well  as  daring  to  explore  life  in  the  gay  community  — 
yet  this  book  just  doesn’t  feel  like  one  of  our  own. 

If  you’re  in  the  mood  to  be  teased,  try  No  Word 
from  Winifred,  the  latest  in  the  Amanda  Cross  series. 
Nobody  who  knows  the  proper,  upper-crust  Kate  Fan- 
shler  would  ever  suspect  heroi coming  out,  yet,  as  this 
novel  progresses,  there  seems  at  first  strong  hope  for  the 
missing  Winifred,  a  solitary  who  does  manual  labor  on 
a  farm,  while  keeping  a  diary  that  proves  she  has  a 
literary  bent,  an  intellectual  depth,  and  A  Past.  The 
latter  includes  her  two  older  female  guardians  whose 
relationship  looks  like  a  “Boston  Marriage”  (transposed 
to  Oxford)  if  ever  I  tripped  over  one.  While  all  of  this 
comes  to  pass,  including  a  rendition  of  the  diary 
verbatim,  the  prose  waxes  rich,  the  plot  unfolds  in  an 
entertaining  yet  far-from-pulp-vein.  Unfortunately,  by 
the  novel’s  denouement,  Winifred  stands  revealed  as 
attached  to  a  male  far  unworthy  of  her  independence 
and  brilliance,  and  the  two  Oxford  academics  are  not 
lesbians  after  all.  The  writing  has  disintegrated,  the 
plot  burbled  its  way  into  almost  insulting  stupidities. 
Personally,  I  see  a  point  in  all  this.  I’ll  leave  it  to 
Amanda  herself  to  claim  it. 

Finally,  the  piece- de-resistance  of  the  season, 
making  up  for  its  lackluster  companions,  is  the  second 
in  the  Stoner  McTavish  series,  Something  Shady.  Stoner 
fans  will  rejoice  to  know  that  our  friend’s  as  adorable  as 
ever,  Aunt  Hermione  even  more  outrageous,  Marylou 
hankering  to  buy  a  food  processor  for  the  travel  agency, 
and  Gwen  at  long  last  ready  to  come  out! 

Although  there’s  no  suspense  about  whom  she’s 
coming  out  with,  there  is  suspense  plenty  within  the 
mystery  plot  itself,  which  revolves  around  a  truly 
dreadful  “House -of-Usher”  dwelling,  a  private 
psychiatric  residence  on  the  coast  of  Maine.  In  order  to 
rescue  a  young  woman  who’s  being  held  inside  against 
her  will,  Stoner,  with  Dr.  Kesselbaum’s  help,  gets 
herself  committed,  giving  author  Dreher,  who  is  a 
psychotherapist,  a  chance  to  poke  royal  fun  at  the 
mental  health  profession.  If  you  can  believe  it  possible. 
Something  Shady  contains  even  more  laughs  than 
Stoner  McTavish.  In  fact,  I  think  it’s  the  funniest  book  I 
ever  read  —  especially  because  the  humor  often  springs 
from  a  gentle  poking  at  lesbian  and  feminist  culture.  In 
addition,  I  am  considering  having  myself  abducted  so 
Stoner  can  rescue  me.  Move  over,  Nancy  Drew! 


BOOK 


B  0  0  K 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


REVIEW 


REVIEW 


BOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

REVIEW 


BOOK 


BOOK 


BOOK 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


REVIEW 


REVIEW 


REVIEW 


Limiting  Love,  or  the  Perils  of  Gay  Fiction 


Privates 

Gene  Horowitz 

St.  Martins  Press ,  New  York,  1986 
$15.91,  243  pp. 

Hiroshima  Joe 

Martin  Booth 

The  Atlantic  Monthly  Press,  Boston,  1985 
$17.95,  441  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Donald  Stone 


These  two  titles,  the  most  recent  work  of  skilled 
professionals,  exhibit  a  superficial  resemblance  in 
that  both  relate  the  adventures  of  gay  men  while 
serving  in  the  military.  In  nearly  every  other  aspect, 
however,  they  could  not  be  more  different.  Privates 
remains  preoccupied  throughout  with  the  experience  of 
three  gay  men.  Hiroshima  Joe  keeps  homosexuality  well 
in  the  background  of  a  vast  and  violent  portrait  that 
sketches  the  fall  of  Hong  Kong  in  1941,  life  in  a 
succession  of  POW  camps,  and  the  struggle  to  live  on 
after  repatriation  despite  the  physical  and  psychological 
scars  inflicted  by  war.  Not  surprisingly,  such  divergent 
presentations  produce  very'  different  messages  which, 
though  provocative  in  themselves,  also  raise  equally 
interesting  questions  about  that  elusive  literary 
phenomenon  called  gay  fiction  . 

The  plot  of  Privates  turns  on  a  crisis  in  the  twenty- 
seven  year  relationship  of  Willy  and  Victor.  Disturbed 
by  the  unceasing  capacity  in  Willy  to  accommodate  his 
infidelities,  Victor  suddenly  proposes  they  separate. 
“Maybe,”  he  suggests,  “that  would  give  you  a  chance  to 
find  someone  else,  someone  who  wouldn’t  go  on  hurt¬ 
ing  you.”  In  desperation  Willy  decides  to  visit  an  old 
army  buddy  not  seen  since  their  discharge.  The  visit 
triggers  a  lengthy  exploration  of  his  army  years  and  the 
unrequited  passion  that  Willy  felt  for  dashing,  green- 
eyed  Sam  Tolan.  Teased  by  the  flashbacks  into  won¬ 
dering  what  will  happen  at  their  reunion,  the  reader 
discovers  that  endless  vicissitudes  have  brought  Sam  to 
propose  that  both  improve  their  lot  with  a  long-post¬ 
poned  coupling.  However,  while  Sam  was  acquiring  a 
paunch  and  changing  partners  to  fight  off  boredom, 
Willy  was  getting  used  to  Victor.  Willy  returns  home, 
convinces  Victor  that  there  can  be  no  other  man  for 
him,  and  they  end  “in  a  circle  of  love.” 

With  his  conclusion  Horowitz  appears  determined 
to  refute  the  idea  that  friendship  lasts  longer  than  sex, 
an  idea  Willy  must  endure  from  straight  and  gay 
friends  alike.  Privates  is  also  a  book  about  change. 
"Change  explains  us,”  Willy  observes,  referring,  one 
imagines,  both  to  the  adjustments  he  and  Victor  have 
made  to  each  other  over  time  and  his  discovery  that  the 
past  he  shared  with  Sam  has  no  relevance  to  the 
present.  Nevertheless,  it  is  not  entirely  clear  how  the 
revelations  that  Willy  experiences  help  to  reconcile 


Gene  Horowitz 


Victor  to  their  relationship.  As  the  discontented 
element  in  the  couple,  Victor  is  the  more  logical 
candidate  for  the  kind  of  journey  Willy  undertakes. 

To  structure  his  novel  Hiroshima  Joe,  Booth 
chooses  a  constant  alternation  between  Joe 
Sandringham’s  life  in  the  Hong  Kong  of  1952  and  the 
ordeal  he  experienced  between  1941  and  1945.  The 
technique  is  particularly  effective  in  making  us  ap¬ 
preciate  how  the  squalor  of  his  present  existence 
emerges  inexorbly  from  the  degradation  he  exper¬ 
ienced  as  a  POW.  But  other  themes  surface  as  well. 

Even  though  Joe  is  spared  few  of  the  horrors  of 
war,  he  surprises  even  himself  by  surviving  such 
violence.  In  typical  western  fashion,  he  seeks  an 
explanation  for  this  fact  but  the  Asians  he  confronts 
remind  him  that  destiny  cannot  be  understood,  only 
accepted.  Joe  survives,  the  book  implies,  in  order  to 
testify  to  the  hideousness  of  war.  War,  as  Joe  defines  it 
in  a  chance  encounter,  “is  a  turd  excreted  by  the  anus  of 
the  human  soul.”  Still,  just  as  the  memory  of  those 
years  continue  to  wrack  Sandringham,  a  very  different 
memory  preserves  the  radiance  of  a  dead  lover.  “As  long 
as  there  is  memory  of  something,”  he  muses,  “then  a 
part  of  that  something  must  still  exist.”  This  dual  role 
accorded  memory  illumines  another  eastern  attitude 
Joe  comes  to  understand:  “In  all  pain  there  is  beauty;  in 
all  strife  there  is  peace;  in  all  sorrow  there  is 
laughter.”  And  it  is  on  this  note  that  the  novel  ends. 

Beset  by  the  ravages  of  radiation  sickness 
contracted  when  he  was  a  POW  outside  the  city  of 
Hiroshima,  Joe  flings  himself  from  the  roof  of  his  hotel. 
But  before  dying,  Joe  entrusts  to  a  young  English  boy 
the  photograph  of  his  long-dead  lover,  a  photograph 


hidden  throughout  the  agony  of  captivity  and  returned 
by  the  same  Englishman  ten  years  after  Joe’s  suicide  to 
Sandringham’s  grave.  The  headstone  makes  reference 
to  the  horrible  event  at  Hiroshima;  the  photograph,  to 
another  adventure,  the  two  still  interwoven  and 
remembered  beyond  their  actual  life. 

Even  in  this  truncated  summary,  the  gulf  that  sep¬ 
arates  the  two  plots  is  evident.  Privates  portrays  a 
victory,  victory  over  others’  view  of  our  relationships, 
over  the  odds  against  their  survival,  over  our  own  per¬ 
ception  of  their  worth  and  what  we  might  once  have 
thought  defines  perfection.  Hiroshima  Joe  has  no  such 
stroking  to  offer.  It  makes  every  effort  to  ensure  that  we 
experience  the  violence  of  “this  scheming,  vicious 
world.”  This  difference  repeats  in  the  character  of  the 
respective  protagonists.  Joe  will  not  refrain  from  com¬ 
mitting  murder  or  attempting  to  seduce  his  young 
English  boy.  He  has  none  of  the  stature  created  for 
Willy,  who,  in  addition  to  acquiring  greater  self- 
knowledge,  is  as  nearly  always  shown  as  having  the 
convictions  of  an  openly  gay  man.  Horowitz’  novel,  it 
would  seem,  has  only  delight  for  a  gay  readership  which 
may  well  ask  whether  Booth  could  not  have  condemned 
war  or  praised  memory  without  the  aid  of  an  abortive 
seduction  and  a  fag  murderer.  And  yet,  in  many  ways, 
it  is  Privates  which  proves  to  be  the  more  disturbing  and 
controversial  book. 

Despite  the  happy  conclusion  Horowitz  describes, 
entering  his  book  is  not  unlike  entering  the  gay  scene 
itself.  Fiction  can  spill  over  into  fantasy  —  Sam  and  his 
Texas  world  are  semi-acknowledged  pastiches  of 
Tennessee  Williams’  plays  —  and  horizons  grow  very 
narrow  indeed.  Only  those  straights  from  the  archetypal 
gay  male  experience  (two  parents,  one  girl  friend)  are 
taken  seriously.  Others  play  the  ungrateful  role  of  closet 
gays  who,  rebuffed  or  lost  in  their  own  inability  to  come 
out,  simply  disappear  from  the  narration.  Nowhere, 
however,  is  the  narrowness  of  Willy’s  vision  so  clear  (or 
so  unsettling)  as  when  he  contemplates  the  new  Sam 
and  dismisses  him  with  the  telling  adjective  “pathetic.” 
It  is  not  enough  in  this  book  that  Willy  and  Victor 
achieve  something  special.  Privates  comes  close  to 
making  them  special  and  superior,  forming  a  “circle  of 
love”  that  can  find  no  room  for  those  gay  men  who,  like 
Sam,  continually  face  boredom.  As  Sam  himself  defines 
his  lot,  “The  novelty  wears  off.  . . .  Familiarity .  .  .  makes 
me  go  limp.” 

Hiroshima  Joe  suffers  from  no  such  tunnel  vision. 
Men,  women,  gays,  straights,  English  and  Japanese  are 
all  present  and  all  suffer  alike  what  the  inscrutable 
forces  in  life  mete  out.  Its  dictum  that  “in  all  pain  there 
is  beauty”  might  appear  niggardly  in  light  of  Willy 
and  Victor’s  personal  triumph  but  at  least  it  is  drawn 
from  a  portrait  of  the  fullness  of  life  and  from  compas¬ 
sion  for  the  content  of  that  portrait  (including  the  acts 
that  would  seem  to  tarnish  our  gay  brother).  It  is 
certainly  not  bad  that  gay  fiction  should  help  us  feel 
good  about  ourselves  but  sometimes  the  self-satisfac¬ 
tion  comes  high.  Let  the  Sam  Tolans  of  this  world 
beware:  Privates  is  not  for  you. 


A  Memoir  of  Subterfuge  and  Survival  Strategies 


For  Sylvia:  An  Honest  Account 

Valentine  Ackland 

Norton  Books,  New  York,  1986 

$13-95,  hardcover,  135  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Elizabeth  Alexander 


Those  of  us  who  are  in  love  with  the  novels  of  Sylvia 
Townsend  Warner  will  seize  on  the  memoirs  of 
her  lover  and  life-long  companion,  Valentine 
Ackland.  If  we  find  little  revealed  here  about  Sylvia,  we 
find  a  great  deal  revealed  about  the  complex 
psychological  strategies  for  survival  that  lesbians  of  the 
past  adopted. 

Valentine  Ackland  was  a  tall  (5’ 11"),  handsome, 
rather  furtive  woman,  with  hooded  eyes.  Born  in  1906, 
fourteen  years  younger  than  Sylvia,  her  upper-middle 
class  background  put  her  on  the  fringes  of  the  Bright 
Young  People  of  the  ’20s:  dances  at  the  Savoy,  dinners 
at  the  Ritz,  her  own  flat  in  Bloomsbury.  Valentine  tried 
repeatedly  in  her  young  life  to  fulfill  heterosexual 
expectations,  even  impulsively  marrying  at  19,  only  to 
receive  in  a  matter  of  months  one  of  the  most  justified 
of  annulments  when  she  found  sex  with  her  husband 
physically  impossible. 

A  knowledge  of  drinking,  particularly  of  wine,  was 
admired  in  the  theatrical  and  artistic  circles  she  entered, 
and  Valentine  fell  into  what  she  calls  a  state  of 


“dipsomania”  that  lasted  for  nearly  twenty  years.  The 
actual  amounts  of  alcohol  she  reports  consuming 
suggest  that  it  was  the  compulsion  to  drink  rather  than 
the  dose  that  tormented  her.  She  lived,  after  all,  on  the 
most  intimate  terms  with  Sylvia  for  19  years  before 
confiding  her  problem  to  her,  and  Sylvia  said  that  she 
honestly  had  not  noticed  that  Valentine  had  a  drinking 
problem,  so  perhaps  we  should  hesitate  before  we  apply 
our  word  “alcoholism”  to  her  case. 

Valentine  tries  very  hard  to  give  us  “an  honest 
account,”  but  she  is  self-consciously  writing  not  to 
Sylvia,  but  for  what  Virginia  Woolf  called  “the 
common  reader,”  with  publication  and  readers’ 
reactions  much  on  her  mind.  The  occasion  of  her 
memoir  is  a  brief  hiatus  in  her  “marriage”  with  Sylvia,  a 
separation  caused  by  Valentine’s  infatuation  with  an 
unnamed  American  woman.  Wisely,  as  it  turned  out, 
Sylvia  relinquished  their  Dorset  home  to  the  new 
lovers;  the  experience  convinced  Valentine  that  she 
could  not  live  without  Sylvia  after  all,  and  in  a  matter  of 
months  they  were  reunited. 

The  thread  that  Valentine  wants  us  to  see  as  forming 
the  pattern  of  her  first  forty-two  years  is  not,  as  one 
might  expect,  her  love  of  women  culminating  in  her 
marriage  to  Sylvia,  but,  curiously  enough,  a  sort  of 
Hand  of  God  motif,  involving  a  great  deal  of  magical 
thinking.  Surely  there  is  a  lot  of  dodging  and 
indirection  going  on  here.  She  tells  the  story  of  her  life 
as  a  search  for  faith,  conversion  to  Catholicism,  falling 
away  into  skepticism,  then  the  prayer  without  hope 


from  the  depths  of  despair  (over  her  habitual  drinking), 
followed  by  The  Miracle  —  not  a  clear  sign  from  a  felt 
deity,  but  a  miraculous  lifting  of  self-doubt  — 
“.  .  .towards  evening  I  suddenly  realized  that  I  was 
walking  in  tranquility  and  with  perfect  confidence.” 

We  may  be  forgiven,  I  think,  if  we  see  the  pattern  a 
little  differently.  From  childhood,  Valentine  had 
enjoyed  the  love  of  women,  reinventing  lesbianism 
rather  than  being  initiated  into  it.  When  she  was  17 
and  her  parents  discovered  what  she  was  up  to  with  her 
equally  innocent  friend,  they  told  her  that  her  “filthy” 
behavior  would  cause  her  to  become  feeble-mindeed 
and  go  blind.  She  believed  them.  Rather  than  desist, 
she  prepared  for  blindness  by  teaching  herself  to  type 
and  to  play  the  piano  blindfolded.  Valentine  berates 
herself  throughout  the  memoir  for  a  “cowardess”  it  is 
difficult  to  see  evidence  for,  and  it  is  equally  difficult 
not  to  see  in  her  self-castigations  over  her  failures  with 
drink,  with  men,  and  with  God,  a  transparent 
displacement  of  her  stress  over  her  lesbianism.  The 
unspeakable  “problem”  becomes  the  speakable  one. 
She  is  brave  as  can  be  about  her  loves,  but  the  rest  of 
her  life  has  to  bear  the  burden  of  her  confusion  and  lack 
of  self-confidence.  The  miraculous  recovery  from 
habitual  drinking  coincides  with  the  successful  progress 
of  her  relationship  with  the  unnamed  American  woman 
—  perhaps  this  is  just  a  coincidence,  perhaps  not.  Is 
Valentine  really  saying  to  Sylvia,  “You  have  to  let  me 
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Black  Narrative  Poems  with  Pulse  and  Punch 


Living  as  a  Lesbian 

Cheryl  Clarke 

Firebrand  Books,  Ithaca,  NY,  1986 
$6.95,  94  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Miranda  Kolbe 


Many  of  the  lesser  known,  feminist  poets  that 
sprang  from  the  seventies’  consciousness-raising 
era  have  proved  to  be  a  disappointment  in 
these,  more  sophisticated  (or  perhaps,  jaded)  times.  We 
expect  our  poets  to  be  exceptionally  eloquent  as  well  as 
to  have  something  exceptional  to  say.  Sadly,  our  disen¬ 
chantment  has  sometimes  resulted  in  our  being  more 
critical  of  political  poets  than  we  might  be  of  a  woman 
or  man  from  the  mainstream.  This  is  a  good  point  to 
keep  in  mind  when  reading  Cheryl  Clarke’s  work.  Her 
directness  (and  her  title,  which  I  admit  is  a  lemon)  may 
lead  one  to  underestimate  her  facility  with  words.  If  one 
listens  a  bit  harder,  though,  one  finds  that  she  will 
prove  herself  equal  to  the  criteria  of  stylists  and  politicos 
alike.  In  this  collection,  she  brings  together  thoughtful, 
feminist  narratives  with  rhythms  from  the  blues  and 
reggae  traditions,  to  create  poems  which  are  upbeat, 
energetic,  and  overall  a  treat  to  read. 

Clark  writes  from  the  perspective  of  a  Black  lesbian 
feminist,  who  has  struggled  against  oppression  and 
injustice,  and  who  has  also  found  loving  connections 
with  other  women  and  people  of  color.  Whether  her 
subject  is  racism,  sexism,  imperialism  or  lust,  she 
doesn’t  mince  her  words,  as  in  her  poem,  “living  as  a 
lesbian  underground:  a  futuristic  fantasy”: 

Don’t  be  a  fool,  now,  cool. 

Imperialism  by  any  other  name 
is  imperialism. 

Even  Vietnam  was  finally  over. 

It’s  all  the  same  — 


a- rabs,  gooks,  wogs,  queers  — 
a  nigger  by  any  other  name  .  .  . 

Johannesburg  isjamesburg.  New  Jersey. 

Apartheid  is  the  board  of  education 
in  Canarsie. 

What  I  find  particularly  exciting  about  Clarke’s  work  is 
that,  for  the  most  part,  she  is  able  to  write  about  “isms” 
in  such  a  personal  way  that  I  forgot  about  categories  and 
simply  felt  along  with  her  as  I  read.  For  example,  when 
writing  about  the  murder  of  Kimako  Baraka  (a.k.a. 
Sondra  Elaine  Jones),  the  sister  of  Amiri  Baraka/Leroi 
Jones,  she  intersperses  thoughts  about  how  the  press 

reached  back  20  years  in  famous 
artist  brother’s  life,  only  the  last 
20  minutes  of  yours  titillated 

with  her  own  experiences  on  the  evening  she  heard 
about  Jones’  death: 

the  only  black  lesbian  in  iowa  city 
calls  manhattan  late  that  night 
wants  to  know  was  it  true 
roi’s  sister  was  killed 


was  keeping  the  lights  on  all  night 
checking  the  back  seat  of  her  car  in 
the  morning. 

i  start  at  noises  i  hear  every  night 

and  don’t  want  to  be  sleeping  by  myself 

and  call  other  women  i  know  who  live  alone.” 

Clarke  alludes  to  herself  as  an  anti-academy  poet  in 
one  of  her  opening  poems,  “wearing  my  cap 
backwards”: 

i’m  a  poet 
i  speaks  in  pig  latin 
i  eats  pigs  feet  —  a  shonuff  sign 
of  satan 

to  those  whose  ears  are  trained  to 
dactyls  and  iambs 

who  resolve  all  conflicts  in  couplets. 


Cheryl  Clarke 


However,  her  lack  of  allegiance  to  the  mainstream 
should  not  be  confused  with  an  inability  to  meet  its 
requirements.  Throughout  the  book  she  experiments 
with  many  different  styles:  some  poems  read  like  one 
long  sentence;  in  others  she  mixes  prose  with  her  lines; 
she  attempts  a  journal  format;  and  has  even  included 
two  villanelles.  Clarke  is  clearly  having  fun  with  the 
language,  and  her  willingness  to  play  makes  even  her 
most  painful  poems  lively  reading.  For  example,  in  her 
poem,  “Urban  Gothic,”  in  which  she  describes  the 
experience  of  poor  Black  women  in  the  judicial  system, 
Clarke  uses  the  sing-song  manner  of  a  nursery  rhyme  to 
reflect  the  absurdity  of  asking  such  women  to  come  up 
with  bail: 


Social  Workers 

Tackle  Community  Needs 


Gay  and  Sober:  Directions  for 
Counselling  and  Therapy 

Thomas  O.  Ziebold  and John  E.  Mongeon,  editors 
Harrington  Park  Press,  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  1985 
$7.95,  paper,  107  pp. 

With  Compassion  Toward  Some: 
Homosexuality  and  Social  Work 
in  America 

Robert  Schoenberg,  Richard  S.  Goldberg  and 
David  A.  Shore,  editors 

Harrington  Park  Press,  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  1985 
$6.95  paper,  156 pp. 

Reviewed  by  Andy  Rosing 


Social  work  is  a  generic  term.  Social  workers  are 
involved  in  human  service  roles  ranging  from  grass 
roots  community  organizers  to  state  social  service 


providers  to  private  therapy  practitioners.  The  training 
takes  a  bio-psycho-social  approach,  taking  in  the  whole 
system  of  factors  affecting  an  individual’s  or  a  group’s 
functioning. 

These  two  collections  of  essays  are  aimed  at  mental 
health  professionals,  but  neither  is  written  so  as  to 
exclude  interested  people  from  learning  about  current 
approaches  to  counseling  for  the  gay  and  lesbian  popula¬ 
tion.  One  article  in  With  Compassion  Toward  Some 
states  that  “basic  to  social  work  practice  is  the  perspective 
that  social  workers  work  at  the  intersection  of  society 
and  the  individual,  attempting  to  achieve  appropriate 
changes  in  both  individuals  and  the  society  in  which 
they  live”  (p.65).In  this  way,  social  work  is  particularly 
suited  to  address  those  issues  facing  gay  and  lesbian 
people  which  often  seem  to  arise  from  that  very 
intersection  between  the  individual’s  self-perception 
and  the  society’s  view  of  homosexuality. 

With  Compassion  is  divided  into  three  sections: 
Life  Stages  and  Statuses,  Life  Problems,  and  Profes¬ 
sional  Issues.  The  first  section  contains  an  interesting, 
clinically-oriented  look  at  what  happens  when  a  family 
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‘Here  a  fine,  there  a  fine,  everywhere  a  fine,  fine.  $25, 
$50,  $100,  $500,  $1000,  $2000,  $5000(!)!  Come  on  up! 

Pay  the  clerk!  If  you  got  a  job  you  can  stay  on  the  street 
in  the  installment  plan,'  If  you  can’t  make  a  bid  you  are 
going,  going,  gone  from  the  courthouse  to  the  jail  on 
the  highway.  .  .  . 

My  favorite  poems  in  Living  as  a  Lesbian  tend  to  be 
the  longer  ones.  Self-described  as  a  narrative  poet, 
Clarke’s  strength  is  in  combining  good  stories  with  a 
pulse  and  tempo  that  bring  the  punch  home.  In  her 
shorter  poems,  her  rhythms  don’t  have  time  to  develop, 
and  her  thoughts  come  off  sounding  pat.  For  example, 
in  “Vanessa  Williams:  Miss  America  (black)  1984” 
which  is  only  two  lines  long,  she  writes:  “When  you 
play  with  the  big  boys/  they  will  definitely  fuck  you.” 

Fortunately,  there  are  few  poems  as  hasty  as  “Vanessa 
Williams.”  For  the  most  part,  Clarke  writes  like  a 
woman  she  describes  in  her  poem,  “living  as  a  lesbian  in 
the  journal”: 

She  sang  this  night  and  couldn’t  stop 
like  that  woman  who  met  you  on  the  street 
way  early  in  the  day  and  couldn’t  stop 
talking,  asked  you  how  you  did  your  dread 
passed  on 

leaving  you  with  her  beauty  for  the  rest  of 
the  day. 

The  singer  sang  til  her  throat  was  dry 
as  dust  and  couldn’t  stop 

and,  like  the  listener  of  the  poem,  [I]  “didn’t  want  to.” 
to.” 


Latin  Academy  Apartments 


Dorchester,  Codman  Square,  Latin  Academy  features  58 
beautiful  rehabilitated  apartments  in  an  historic  school. 
Fully  applianced  kitchens,  with  wood  cabinets,  tiled  baths, 
closed  circuit  TV  security  system,  laundry  facilities,  off 
street  parking.  0-1 -2-3  Bedroom  apartments  available  from 
$525  -  $975.  Heat  &  Central  Air  Conditioning  included  in 
the  rent.  Model/Office  open  Monday  -  Friday,  Noon  -6PM; 
Saturday,  10AM  -  4PM.  Units  are  available  on  an  open  oc¬ 
cupancy  basis.  Financed  by  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance 
Agency. 

INDEPENDENT  MANAGERS  INCORPORATED 

TALBOT  AVE.,  CODMAN  SQUARE,  DORCHESTER 
617/288-5848;  617/442-6828 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of;  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 

40  Trapelo  Road  529  Newbury  St. 

Belmont,  MA  02178  Boston,  MA  02215 

484-8383 ; 266-8353 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
267  0300 
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A  Long  Sound 

Joan  Larkin 

Granite  Press,  Penobscot,  Maine,  1986, 
$8. 95  paper,  87  pp. 

Joan  Larkin’s  recently  published 
collection  of  poetry,  A  Long  Sound,  contains 
a  thoughtful  variety  of  potent  verse  dealing 
with  a  range  of  important  issues  from  al- 
coholisim  and  self-hatred  to  self-discovery 
and  -acceptance.  Larkin  has  arranged  these 
poems  in  a  volume  so  that  they  comprise 
something  of  a  process;  she  begins  in  the 
depths  of  alcoholic  despair  and  moves 
through  this  chasm  of  self-punishment  to  a 
more  hopeful  reality  through  claiming  a 
lesbian  identity. 

This  is  a  very  personal  collection  of  poetry, 
yet  we  as  readers,  especially  lesbian  readers, 
can  take  much  from  Larkin’s  experience.  Run¬ 
ning  throughout  the  volume  is  a  thread  of 
indignation  at  the  expectations  of  a  male- 
dominated  culture.  Like  many  women,  Lar¬ 
kin  defended  herself  against  these  expecta¬ 
tions  and  against  the  pain  of  self-knowlcge, 
by  slipping  into  the  temporary  unawarencss 
of  intoxication.  In  poems  such  as  “Broken 
Girl,”  “Genealogy”  and  “Goodbye”  we  are 
faced  squarely  with  images  of  self-destruction 
through  addiction  and  the  struggle  to  find 
oneself  amidst  that  terminal  fog:  “Something 
wanted  to  live,  it  wasn’t  me.”,  Larkin, 
however,  unlike  many  other  contemporary 
poets,  offers  hope  for  recovery.  With  the 
insight  afforded  from  first-hand  experience 
she  chronicles  her  struggle  to  combat  the 
denial  and  humiliation  of  alcoholism. 

There  is  a  hard  edge  to  much  of  this  poetry. 
Her  images  are  sharp  and  clean,  aiming  to 
strike  deep  within  the  reader’s  awareness  and 
sparing  no  pain.  Marked  by  a  disconcerting 
impassivity,  much  of  the  early  verse  in  the 
volume  deals  with  the  trauma  of  her  youth 
and  the  oppression  of  societal  expectations: 

. .  September,  a  soft  night, 

Unde's  knife  scraped  out  my  next  of  kin 
Now  I  drank  anything  and  slept  with 
everyone. 

Here  in  “Blackout  Sonnets”  the  memory  of  a 
recent  abortion  overshadows  prom  night.  In 
this  poem  she  transforms  what  was  every 
adolescent  girl’s  dream  when  she  was  growing 
up  in  the  ’50s,  into  a  nightmare  of  alcohol 
and  compulsory  sex: 

Cold  Duck  fluorescent  in  my  blood,  black 
dress 

hiked  to  my  hips,  my  pale  pink  synthetic 
panties  spilled  on  the  rug,  his  tireless 


from  the  cover  of  A  Long  Sound 


Floral  Street 


prick 

battering  my  numbed  entrance  — 

I  couldn’t  say 

whether  or  not  I  wanted  it  that  way. 

These  poems  are  notable  for  their  realism. 
With  sparse,  forceful  language,  Larkin  creates 
a  vivid  picture  of  her  sexual  confusion  and 
on-going  sense  of  isolation. 

Emerging  from  these  poems  of  alcoholic 
despair  is  the  voice  of  a  woman  fully  aware  of 
herself  and  strong  in  her  relationships  with 
other  women.  Sexual  images  soften  and  the 
prevailing  anesthesia  of  earlier  poems  turns  to 
the  lushness  of  desire  and  the  power  of  self- 
love: 

I  make  my  body  sing 
1  am  the  potter  and  the  spinning  clay 
She  sings:  I  center 
I  put  my  two  hands  to  myself 
and  heal  all  this 

Overall,  the  message  here  is  one  of  self¬ 
acceptance,  coming  to  terms  with  the  past 
and  learning  self-love.  Larkin’s  discovery  of 
her  love  for  women  is  obviously  a  part  of  this 
process,  as  is  her  need  to  know  that  her  words 
may  spawn  another’s  recovery.  Perhaps 
Larkin’s  motivation  behind  the  creation  of 
this  volume  can  best  be  described  by  these 
four  line  which  conclude  “A  Qualification: 
Pat  H,"  a  poem  which  tells  one  woman’s  story 
as  she  relates  it  in  an  A  A  meeting: 

It  hurts  to  say  all  this 
1  need  you 

How  does  my  life  remind  you  of  your 
own? 

—  Ann  Fry 


Simon  Burt 

Faber  and  Faber,  London,  1986 
$995,  188  pp. 

If. .  people  go  on  and  on  behaving 
in  the  same  way,  it  must  mean  they 
like  it,  musn’t  it?  You  don’t  just  go  on 
and  on  doing  something  if  you  don’t 
like  it,  do  you? 

Simon  Burt  is  a  talented  young  English 
writer  whose  work  first  debuted  in  the  much 
celebrated  Mae  West  is  Dead  collection. 
Floral  Street ,  a  group  of  ten  short  stories,  is 
Burt’s  first  solo  flight  into  the  gray  skies  of  the 
day-to-day  grotesque.  Each  selection,  osten¬ 
sibly  written  around  widely  diverse  plots,  re¬ 
turn  again  and  again  to  this  central  theme.  As 
the  main  character  in  “Fellow  Passengers” 
neatly  puts  it,  “It’s  dangerous  to  break  a 
habit.” 

This  endless  repitition  of  what  each  character 
knows  is  dangerous,  perhaps  destructive,  cer¬ 
tainly  not  fun,  are  patterns  from  which  these 
figures  are  seemingly  powerless  to  escape.  So 
entrenched  are  they  that  any  alteration  of 
routine  plunges  them  instantly  into  an  abyss 
of  confusion,  self-doubt,  and  even,  as  in  one 
of  the  most  disturbing  tales,  death. 

The  twin  centers  of  gravity  which  keep  the 
author’s  creations  plodding  onward  are  the 
central  realizations  that  much  of  what  we  do 
every  day  is  dull,  cruel,  unconscionable,  and 
therefore  horrible,  but  also  that  this  horror  is 
in  itself  so  common  it  is  almost  unworthy  of 
comment.  Any  emotion  the  inhabitants  of 


this  bleak  world  feel  stems  from  these  dual 
sentiments.  For  example:  “. .  .that  is  exactly 
what  lonilencss  is.  Having  to  go  out  and  have  a 
good  time.”  Love  is  a  cruel  joke  and  a  sham; 
devotion  is  best  not  mentioned;  affection 
comes  not  of  compassion  or  even  tolerance 
but  rather,  through  routine. 

Needless  to  say,  Bun’s  “Weltanschauung” 
is  not  in  keeping  with  our  preconceived  no¬ 
tions  of  the  dignity  of  the  individual  or  the 
essential  nobility  of  purpose  each  human  be¬ 
ing  enjoys  merely  by  waking  up  each  morn¬ 
ing.  Rather,  Bun  follows  in  the  darker  line 
(less  common  in  English  literature)  born  late 
in  the  Victorian  period  when  disillusionment 
with  the  standard  “all’s  right  with  the  world” 
mentality  first  took  hold.  Were  Bun  to  have 
written  Hamlet’s  “Soliloquy,”  it  probably 
would  have  gone  along  the  lines  of  ‘To  be  or 
not  to  be. .  .ah,  who  cares  anyway?  Anyone 
up  for  another  drink?” 

This  is  not  to  say  that  Bun  is  anything  less 
than  gifted.  Though  his  works  are  heavily 
laced  with  despair.  Bun  nonetheless  describes 
another,  perhaps  better  human  condition. 
The  fact  that  everyone  in  his  stories  knows 
just  how  pointless  everthing  is  underscores 
the  daily  acts  of  bravery  which  go  unnoticed. 
A  husband  seized  by  existential  despair  wins 
a  major  battle  every  time  he  successfully 
brushes  his  teeth.  A  housewife  fast  in  the 
grips  of  loneliness  and  unfulfillment  draws  on 
strength  she  never  knew  she  had  every  time 
she  manages  to  smile  when  the  kiddies  come 
racing  home  from  school.  To  single-handedly 
retake  Viet  Nam,  the  “plot”  of  one  of  our 
latest  smash  cinema  epics,  is  a  piece  of  cake 
compared  to  the  anguish  endured  during 
every  subway  ride.  Burt  chooses  to  dwell  on 
“nobodies”  doing  "nothing”  but  depicts 
them  with  unfailing  accuracy.  In  so  doing  he 
makes  his  readership  conscious  of  deeper  feel¬ 
ings  which  usually  only  show  themselves  in 
the  middle  of  the  night  while  we  toss  and 
turn,  or  in  dreams  which  leave  a  bad  taste  in 
our  mouths  the  morning  after.  By  deliberate¬ 
ly  creating  his  stories  around  people  we  might 
bump  into  in  the  “Ten  Items  or  Less”  aisle  of 
the  local  supermarket,  his  observations 
become  universal. 

Those  looking  for  light-hearted  summer 
fiction  would  do  well  to  steer  clear  of  this 
book  and  head  instead  to  the  nearest  Jackie 
Collins  display.  However,  those  looking  for  a 
book  which  makes  them  think,  about  both 
what  they  are  reading  and  what  they  are  feel¬ 
ing,  would  do  well  to  give  this  book  serious 
consideration. 

—  Robert  Storem 


Your  Ad  Could  Be 
HERE 


Working  For  You!  | 
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Joseph  and  the  Old  Man 


Christopher  Davis 

St  Martin's  Press,  New  York,  1986 

$13.95,  195  pp. 

As  this  novella  opens,  the  authot 
establishes  a  series  of  contrasts  between  the 
two  characters  of  his  title: 

The  old  man  wrote  books  about  men 
and  women  who  existed  only  in  his  im¬ 
agination  ....  While  he  wrote  he  faced 
the  sea  and . . .  sometimes  he  would  put 
down  his  pen . . .  and  let  his  eyes  drift 

out  of  focus - The  young  man  faced 

a  white  wall;  his  back  was  toward  the 
sea.  He  wrote  with  a  typewriter.  He 
wrote  of  wars  and  nations  and  political 
theories  and  he  wrote  of  men  who  had 
changed  history  and  of  the  deaths  that 
had  resulted. 

Each  opposition  —  imagination /history,  sea  / 
wall,  pen /typewriter  —  prepares  us  in  its 
way  to  confront  the  difference  between  young 
Joe’s  brash  modernity  and  uncompromising 
acceptance  of  reality  and  Oswald’s  humanistic 
devotion  to  the  spirit,  to  compassion  and  vir¬ 
tue.  Over  time  these  differences  have  brought 
the  two  men  to  quarrel  about  what  matters  in 
life.  Yet  each  has  known  from  the  outset  that 
he  will  not  convert  the  other  and  their  decade 
together  has  not  produced  confrontation  so 
much  as  the  enrichment  and  bond  of  comple¬ 
mentarity:  people  "would  sometimes  say, 
The  old  man  must  pay  him,’  and  whether 
they  said  it  or  thought  it  they  were  wrong.” 
Suddenly,  however,  Joe  is  killed  in  a  car  crash 
and  we  must  experience  the  painful  steps  that 
bring  Oswald  to  embrace  suicide. 

Joseph  and  the  Old  Man  is  offered  to  us  as 
a  first  novel  whose  author  will  join  "the  front 
rank ...  of  superb  gay  writers”  now  abroad  in 
the  land.  Publisher’s  hyperbole  notwithstan- 
ing,  this  statement  has  its  curious  side.  Davis 
fixes  the  action  of  his  book  on  Fire  Island.  His 
description  of  Cherry  Grove  is  as  convincing 
as  is  his  evocation  of  the  bond  between  the 
two  men.  Yet  both  portraits  remain  amazingly 
pristine  and  no  effort  is  expended  to  examine 
Joe  and  Oswald’s  love  as  a  gay  relationship. 
Indeed,  homosexuality  enters  the  narration 
obliquely  ;  through  the  undisguised  bigotry  of 
Joe’s  father,  through  the  stupid  outburst  of  a 
schoolteacher’s  spouse.  To  be  sure,  we  do 
learn  that  Joe  once  “thought  about  all  of  the 
young  men  he  had  made  love  with  in  the  past 
ten  years  and  he  thought  that,  after  all  those 
years,  he  still  loved  the  man  more.”  But  these 
m usings  lead  nowhere.  Did  the  old  man 
know  about  those  men?  Did  he  care?  Does 
our  author  realize  the  provocative  way  he  has 
cast  these  thoughts,  bringing  Joe  to  say 
“made  love  with”  and  “loved”  as  if  they  were 
the  same  thing?  Gay  men  have  long  been 
censured  for  effecting  such  an  equation.  By 
the  very  casualness  of  the  statement  Davis 
gives  substance  to  that  attack  but  this  revela¬ 
tion  about  our  author  has  no  bearing  on  his 
plot. 

In  Davis’  defense,  it  could  be  argued  that 
the  book  docs  not  explore  more  fully  the 
men’s  relationship  because  its  overriding  in¬ 
terest  lies  in  the  complimentarity  they  repre¬ 
sent.  Even  as  the  old  man  brings  tears  to  our 
eyes  with  his  mourning  for  Joe,  the  narration 
recreates  the  same  opposition  of  perspectives 
with  which  it  began.  A  young  erotic  dancer 
replaces  Joe  as  the  brash,  realistic  voice  in  the 
old  man’s  life;  the  old  man  himself  begins  to 
weight  and  judge  his  thoughts: 

Part  of  the  old  man  was  happy  that  he 
would  never  see  the  bird  of  paradise 
flowers  turn  spotted  and  brown  and 
then  die,  but  the  old  man  was  sad  too 
that  he  would  never  again  sec  bird  of 
paradise  flowers  growing  wild  under 
tropical  skies  where  palm  branches 
rustled  in  the  wind. 

Without  this  internal  replication  of  the  lost 
complementarity  between  Joe  and  the  old 
man,  Davis'  final  page  would  not  make  sense. 
But  as  we  focus  more  on  that  complementari¬ 
ty,  as  the  love  relationship  becomes  more  and 
more  its  symbol,  the  fact  that  Joe  and  Oswald 
are  gay  fades  into  obscurity. 

We  are  left  with  a  book  that  has  been  art¬ 
fully  conceived  and  artfully  structured  but 
which,  for  that  very  reason,  prefers  the 
neatness  of  abstraction  to  the  untidiness  of 
life. 

—  Donald  Stone 
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Selected  Poems  1958-1984. 

John  Wieners 

Black  Sparrow  Press,  Santa  Barbara, 

1986 

$ 12.50  paper,  3T7 pp. 

Most  poets  should  spend  their  careers  try¬ 
ing  to  write  a  poem  that  sounds  as  good  as  a 
Billie  Holliday  song.  Most  poets  do  not, 
because  they  arc  not  good  listeners  and  are 
more  than  satisfied  with  the  rhythms  in  their 
own  heads.  Though  in  real  life  John  Wieners 
seems  like  a  person  trapped  in  his  own 
rhythms  and  the  fragmented  phrases  thence 
born,  John  Wieners  has  musician’s  ears; 
hence  his  work  is  far  better  than  that  of  any 
other  white  male  poet  since  Vachel  Lindsay. 

Once  in  a  while  Shakespeare  makes  one 
want  to  dance  —  Wieners  does  this  piping 
frequently.  From  “A  Poem  for  Painters”: 
“Our  age  bereft  of  nobility/  How  can  our 
faces  show  it?/  I  look  for  love.  /  My  lips  stand 
out/  dry  and  cracked  with  want/  of  it.  /  Oh  it 
is  well.  /  My  poem  shall  show  the  need  for  it.” 
The  rigors  of  journalistic  style  make  it  im¬ 
possible  for  me  to  show  how  these  lines  are  set 
down  on  the  page  by  the  poet,  but  the  way  he 
has  placed  his  lines  may  as  well  be  referred  to 
as  dance  notation.  Some  people  will  say, 
What  is  all  this  with  sound?  What  does  it 
matter?  I  say,  if  it  doesn’t,  read  and  write* 
prose.  John  Ashbery  and  James  Merrill  could 
have  been  purveyors  of  painstaking  and  pain- 
giving  prose;  they  opted  for  poetry,  and 
because  they  had  no  ears  they  worked  on  im¬ 
ages.  T.S.  Eliot  and  Adrienne  Rich  are  the 
only  people  who  have  ever  trod  academia  and 
remained  true  poets:  they  have  the  allusions 
and  the  sound. 

Often  Wieners’  gift  of  sound  leaves  him 
where  it  finds  him,  in  a  bar  with  his  ear  to  the 
jukebox.  From  “A  poem  for  cocksuckers”: 
“Well  we  can  go/  in  the  queer  bars  w //  our 
long  hair  reaching  down  to  the  ground  and/ 
we  can  sing  our  songs/  of  love  like  the  black 
mama /  on  the  juke  box,  after  all /  what  have 
we  got  left.”  But  the  poet  with  “a  knot  in  the 
middle  of  [his  or  her]  head”  goes  other  places. 

If  you  read  poetry  to  go  off  into  flights  of 
fancy  dictated  by  trust  fundees  at  ouija 
boards,  this  is  not  the  stuff  for  you.  “Yes  life 
was  hard  for  them,  much  more  hard  than  for 
any  bio/  ated  millionaire,  who  still  lives  on/ 
their  hard-earned  monies.  I  feel  I  shall/  have 
to  be  punished  for  writing  this,/  that  the  om¬ 
niscient  god  is  the  rich  one,/  cared  little  for 
looks,  less  for  Art,/  still  kept  weekly  films 
close  for  the/  free  dishes  and  scandal  hot. 
Some  how/  though  got  cheated  in  health  and 
upon/  hearth.  I  am  one  of  them.  I  am 
witness/  not  to  Whitman’s  vision,  but  instead 
the/  poorhouses,  the  mad  city  asylums  and 
re-/  lief  worklines.  Yes,  lam  witness  not  to/ 
God’s  goodness,  but  his  better  or  less  scorn.” 
(From  “Children  of  the  Working  Class.’’) 

And  yet  daughters  and  sons  of  the  profes¬ 
sional  classes  who  look  with  college-educated 
hunger  toward  the  working  classes  for  their 
raw  politics  need  not  long  rifle  these  pages. 
Because  those  of  us  born  into  the  working 
classes  have  our  fantasies  on  the  other  side  of 
the  wall,  just  like  everybody  else.  From 
"Dream”:  “By  candlelight  the  room  is 
bathed/  With  shadows  and  1  am  dancing/ 
On  the  roof  of  the  Waldorf  Astoria/  To 
Spanish  American  music/  With  a  companion 
in  cocoa  silk/  Who  is  several  years  older  than 
myself./  Her  hair  is  mambo  mambo  done  in 


braids.” 

Wieners  is  not  only  a  musician,  he  is  a 
painter,  too.  From  “Wrapped  Up  in  an  In¬ 
dian  Blanket”:  “with  the  mist  miles  out  on 
the  Pacific  Ocean/  fog  blocks  up  the  view./ 
Willa  Cathcr’s  book/  rat  eaten  rain  ruined/ 
beside  me.” 

For  those  who  like  poems  to  be  like  an¬ 
thems  built  on  nursery  rhymes,  there  is  “A 
Poem  for  the  Dead  I  Know”:  “I  want  no  one 
to  return,  boys  &  girls  who  I  have  known, 
none/  to  come  back,  deck  the  Coit  Tower  in 
American  flags,/  pin  flowers  in  the  market 
windows,  we  are  wrapped/  in  the  gloves  of 
God./  Gone  for  good/  the  living  and  the 
dead,  David  and  John/  down  and  what  about 
the  ones  who  walk  above  the  ground/  where 
are  they?  where  are  my  lovers?/  turned  to 
dust,  settling  down  on  barstools.” 

Join  sweaty  hands  and  do  a  chant-to- 
disintegration  about  Lady  Liberty  with  that 
one. 

—  Walta  Borawski 


from  the  cover  of  Travels  with  Diana 
Hunter 


Travels  with  Diana  Hunter 

Regine  Sands 

Lace  Publications,  Denver,  1986 
$8.95  paper,  173  pp. 

Author  Regine  Sands  sews  a  curious  patch- 
work  of  sex,  psychology  and  spirituality  in- 
Travels  with  Diana  Hunter,  her  first  novel 
and  the  third  issue  of  Lace  Publications,  a 
press  noted  for  its  lesbian  s/m  fiction.  While  I 
appreciate  Sand’s  attempt  to  create  a  novel  to 
bring  together  the  rival  feminist  camps  of 
spiritualists  and  sex  outlaws,  at  times  this  mix 
seems  more  contradictory  than  conducive  to 
either  sexual  arousal  or  psychic  enlighten¬ 
ment. 

Travels’  major  plot  device,  the  seemingly 
insatiable  sexual  appetite  and  behavior  of 
Diana  Hunter,  climaxes  paradoxically  with  a 
happily-ever-after,  first-love-true-love  ending 
that  could  have  been  scripted  by  a  dyke  Walt 
Disney.  Sands  throws  together  est-like  pop 
psychology,  Alcoholics  Anonymous  12-step- 
program  slogans  and  goddess  meditations, 
only  to  spice  that  pap  with  a  plethora  of  s/m 
scenes  and  a  sharp  focus  on  the  gray  area  bet¬ 
ween  torture  and  foreplay: 

Maria’s  body  convulsed  once,... afraid 
of  how  aroused  she  was  growing  in 
response  to  the  pain.  She  leaned  into 
it,  her  body  saying  ‘More’  ‘Don’t  stop 
before  it’s  done,  let  me  have  the  pain 
you  want  to  give  me.’  (p.69) 

Lack  of  control  forms  the  center  of  Sands’ 
thesis:  the  romance,  the  sex  and  the 
spirituality,  all  conjure  emotions  and  actions 
that  Sands’  characters  cannot  control.  Her 
repeated  message  is  perhaps  best  expressed  as 
“ride  the  horse  in  the  direction  it  is  going” 
(p.  145),  though  to  me  it  sounds  an  awful  lot 


like,  “lay  back  and  enjoy  it.” 

Perhaps  I  would  have  enjoyed  Travels  more 
if  Sands’  style  were  more  respectful  of  com¬ 
mon  syntax.  I  got  lost  in  sentences  like 
And  had  Maria  not  been  so  caught  up 
with  getting  on  to  the  evening,  she 
would  have  paid  more  attention  to 
Jade,  who  being  Jade,  always  deserved 
complete  attention  for  she  was  some 
picture  of  a  woman,  (p.  1 19) 

Another  element  that’s  bound  to  deter  some 
readers  is  the  wealth  and  social  prominance  of 
the  characters.  Maybe  Sands  is  hoping  for  the 
pull  of  fantasy  rather  than  inviting  the 
average  dyke’s  experiential  identification  with 
her  characters. 

Finally,  the  nod  of  acknowledgement 
Sands  gives  to  those  of  us  who  are  other  than 
white,  thin  and  feminine  teeters  precariously 
between  merely  patronizing  and  totally  of¬ 
fensive.  “Indeed  this  was  a  black  woman  hard 
to  ignore,”  (p.93)  the  narrator  thinks  about 
the  only  Black  woman  in  the  book,  a 
character  known  exclusively  for  her  beauty 
and  sexual  prowess.  Likewise,  regarding  the 
only  character  to  die  in  Travels  and  the  only 
one  specifically  not  thin.  Sands  notes  without 
apology,  “This  slightly  plump  woman  did  not 
let  her  roundness  stop  her  from  dressing 
well...”  (p.36) 

Travels  with  Diana  Hunter  may  satisfy  an 
uncritical  taste  for  porn:  it  passed  my  “wet 
test.”  Yet  I  was  still  frustrated  after  the 
novel’s,  and  my  own,  climax.  Maybe  I’m  just 
not  ready  to  sacrifice  control  of  all  my  critical 
faculties  on  the  altar  of  Sand’s  you- 
dctermine-your-reality  sexy  goddess  worship. 

—  Loie  Hayes 


Jewels 

David  Carpenter 
The  Porcupine’s  Quill 
Erin,  Ontario,  1985 
$8.95  paper,  157  pp. 

There  is  no  simple  way  to  describe  this 
book.  It  combines  the  introspection  of  a 
54-year-old  gay  man  with  elements  of 
allegory  and  mystery  writing  in  order  to  create 
a  multi-layered  tale  about  social  con¬ 
sciousness. 

As  Julian  Fairfax’s  involvement  with  the 
unspecified  scheme  of  an  old  friend  (Barbara) 
and  her  co -conspirator  Desmond  develops,  so 
does  his  awareness  of  the  inadequacy  of  his 
existence.  His  closeted  homosexuality,  he 
realizes,  is  but  one  sign  among  many  of  his 
persistent  tendency  to  close  doors  and  run 
away  from  life’s  challenges.  Gradually,  co¬ 
operation  with  Brenda  and  Desmond  effects 
in  him  a  conversion  to  living  with  and  for 
others. 

Although  Carpenter  uses  such  religious 
terms  as  “redemption”  and  “atonement”  to 
describe  Julian’s  transformation  and  makes 
Julian  one  of  a  trinity  of  conspirators,  the 
book’s  message  proves  to  be  primarily  polit¬ 
ical  in  nature.  Brenda’s  condemnation  of  dis¬ 
crimination  against  women  in  the  workplace 
is  key;  so,  too,  a  remark  made  to  Julian  by  his 
mother:  “You  need  an  accomplice.”  As 
translated  by  the  plot,  her  observation 
signifies  Julian’s  need  not  only  to  accept 
others  through  the  loyalty  that  bonds  ac¬ 
complices  but  also  to  face  the  fact  that  his 
long-protected  respectability  is  an  empty  vir¬ 
tue.  When  such  loyalty  to  his  accomplice 
threatens  to  become  synonymous  with  break¬ 
ing  the  law  and,  as  a  result,  Julian  falters, 
Desmond  retorts:  “I  believe  there  are  worse 
things  a  p-person  can  lose  [than  respecti- 
bility] .”  Charity,  courage,  tolerance  emerge 
from  these  pages  as  some  of  those  “worse 
things.” 

Jewels  has  been  handsomely  produced  and 
contains  very  few  misprints.  The  spelling 
“hante”  (for  the  French  honte/shame)  on  p. 
133  does  prove  unfortunate  since  the  error 
obscures  yet  another  reference  to  the  central 
theme  of  our  obligation  to  accept  without 
fear  or  reservation  the  reality  of  the  self  (and, 
perforce,  of  others).  This  is  a  minor  point, 
however,  and  it  must  pale  before  Carpenter’s 
unquestioned  achievement:  by  melding  the 
issue  of  coming  out  with  problems  of  social 
consciousness,  he  has  helped  to  nudge  gay 
writing  out  of  the  trivia  of  pulp  pornography 
and  into  the  realm  of  serious  literature. 

—  Donald  Stone 
(Jewels  is  distributed  by  Firefly  Books  Ltd.,  3320 
Pharmacy  Rd.,  Unit  1C,  Scarborough,  Ontario 
Ml  VP  2T8.) 
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Dyke  &  “Queer”  Son  Confront  Italian  Patriarch 


Tender  Warriors 

Rachel  Guido  deVries 
Firebrand  Books,  Ithaca,  NY,  1986 
$7.95,  188  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Mara  Math 


Although  the  protagonist  of  Tender  Warriors  is  a 
straight  man,  the  book  really  is,  as  my  editor 
observed,  “a  novel  about  queerness.”  It’s  the 
kind  of  queerness  that  junior  high  kids  mean  when  they 
call  someone  a  dumb  faggot:  not  necessarily  anything 
to  do  with  sexuality  but  instead  with  a  lack  of 
masculinist/ macho  behavior. 

Sonny  DeMarco  is  a  gentle  young  man  who  has 
been  tormented  all  his  life  by  his  father  for  being 
“skinny  and  afraid  of  things.”  His  family  is  not  the 
close-knit  Italian  family  familiar  stereotype  but  a  group 
fragmented  by  the  death  of  Josie,  the  wife  and  mother. 
Sonny  has  recently  been  thrown  out  of  the  house  by  his 
father;  his  sister  Rose,  a  lesbian  feminist  photographer 
and  nurse,  is  too  wrung  out  by  her  recent  break-up  to 
look  for  Sonny.  The  fourth  living  member  of  the 
family,  Lorraine,  has  been  excommunicated  for  years  by 
the  rest,  who  assume  she  is  still  a  junkie. 

The  title  indicates  one  of  the  major  themes  of  the 
book:  the  need  for  a  balance  between  strength  and 
tenderness.  DeVries  illuminates  well  that  oddly  mixed 
attitude  toward  women  —  a  wild  oscillation  between 
worship  and  warfare  —  characteristic  of  macho  men. 
Taught  to  dominate  and  control,  these  men  find  few 
outlets  acceptable  for  tenderness  in  their  lives.  It  is  the 
late  Josie  who  has  served  as  this  locus  for  the  DeMarcos; 
now  that  she  has  died,  the  family  is  unbound  and 
dispersed .  The  domineering  Dominic  could  never  show 
love  to  his  children,  only  to  his  wife,  now  dead  for  two 
years.  “Josie  was  his  light.  She  understood  what  no  one 
remotely  guessed  about  Dominic  DeMarco:  his 
vulnerability,  his  alarm  in  and  at  the  world...,”  a 
world  which  victimizes  him  as  a  “wop.”  He  allows 
himself  to  see  apparitions  of  Josie,  and  her  ghost  serves 
as  his  soft  conscience,  pressuring  him  to  make 
conciliatory  moves  toward  his  children  —  a  desire  he 
cannot,  of  course,  admit  to  as  his  own. 


In  contrast  to  his  father,  Sonny  has  not  learned 
how  to  hide  his  gentleness.  He  is  summed  up  by 
Lorraine  as  “soft  on  the  inside  and  filled  up  with  a  lotta 
love  that  couldn’t  come  out  right  except  with  Momma.” 
Interactions  of  emotion  and  physiology  leave  Sonny 
literally  unable  to  accept  the  fact  that  his  mother  has 
died.  In  crisis,  Sonny  acknowledges  his  needs  for  love 
and  touching,  “such  an  elemental  need  he  had  been 
cheated  of,  except  with  his  Momma.” 

Learning  that  Sonny’s  body  is  storing  a  deadly 
surprise  for  him,  the  estranged  family  pulls  together  to 
find  him.  Dominic’s  miraculous  change  of  heart,  in 
which  he  fluidly  sheds  his  racism,  homophobia,  and 
masculinism,  and  concludes  that  “he  had  to  give  love  as 
well  as  expect  to  receive  it,”  is  several  shades  too 
thorough  to  be  convincing,  but  it  is  still  moving. 
Perhaps  this  is  the  universal  fantasy  among  progressives: 
the  dream  of  humanizing  the  patriarch. 

The  shape  and  meaning  of  family  are  crucial  to 
Tender  Warriors.  All  of  the  three  siblings  have  escaped 
escaped  the  constrictions  of  the  biological  family  by 
creating  their  own  “nontraditional”ones:  Lorraine  with 
her  Black  husband  and  their  children,  Rose  with  her 
lover  Deborah  (reunited  by  the  novel’s  close),  and 
Sonny,  to  a  lesser  degree,  with  the  poor  Black  customers 
and  employees  at  the  convenience  store  where  he  works. 
In  part,  deVries  seems  to  be  saying  that  blood  calls  to 
blood,  for  Sonny  is  shown  to  need  his  biological  family 
for  his  rescue.  “Sonny  could  not  win  this  one  alone,” 
Rose  thinks,  “he  needed  them,  his  family,  as  he  had 
always  needed  them  for  his  life.”  On  the  other  hand, 
the  biological  and  chosen  families  must  mesh,  and  do, 
to  save  Sonny. 

DeVries’  vision  of  chosen  family  is  narrow  in 
Tender  Warriors,  however.  Rose  is  secure  in 
coupledom,  Lorraine  is  snug  in  a  nuclear  family,  there 
are  indications  that  even  Sonny  may  be  on  his  way  to 
being  plugged  into  a  partner  and  parent  role.  The 
absence  of  major,  vital  sustaining  non-sexual 
friendships  seriously  undermines  any  truly  alternative 
concept  of  family. 

The  extended,  lyrical  metaphors,  dream  /memory 
scenes  and  descriptions  of  emotional  states  are  as 
eloquent  and  elegant  as  one  would  expect  from 
deVries,  who  prior  to  this  has  been  known  primarily  as  a 
a  poet.  In  sharp  contrast  much  of  the  rest  of  the  writing 


Rachel  Guido  deVries 


is  markedly  graceless.  For  someone  of  deVries  abilities, 
the  deliberate  choice  of  choppy  and  drearily  prosaic 
language  implies  a  relation  to  how  peopleTeally’  think. 
But  beauty  and  complexity  are  not  reserved  for 
emotional  peaks,  crises,  and  dreams;  they  are  woven 
into  our  quotidian  lives,  and,  as  Grace  Paley  says, 
“People  speak  beautifully  when  they  speak  about  what 
matters  to  them.”  The  awkwardness  of  the  writing  is 
unnerving,  far  more  intrusive  for  the  reader  than  a 
more  “writerly”  style  would  be.  Point  of  view  is  a 
problem,  too:  all  too  often,  the  characters’  thoughts  are 
indistinguishable  from  the  omniscient  author’s  voice. 

Depite  these  flaws,  Tender  Warriors  is  worthwhile 
reading.  Let’s  hope  that  in  the  future  deVries  will 
integrate  rather  than  separate  her  poetic  faculties  and 
her  fiction. 


Regrets  from  Congressman  Yanked  from  Closet 


The  Gentleman  from  Maryland:  The 
Conscience  of  a  Gay  Conservative 

Robert  Bauman 

Arbor  House  Publishing,  New  York,  1986 
$17.95,  harcover,  276  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Gordon  Gottlieb 


Maryland’s  Eastern  Shore,  a  strip  of  land  bordered 
by  the  Chesapeake  on  the  west  and  the  Atlantic 
on  the  east,  was  two  hours  and  a  lifetime  away 
from  where  I  grew  up  in  Maryland,  just  north  of 
Washington,  D.C.  Montgomery  County  was  suburban, 
liberal,  dominated  by  its  largest  employer,  the  federal 
government.  Every  summer  on  the  way  to  the  Delaware 
beaches,  my  family  would  drive  through  the  Eastern 
Shore,  so  I  got  to  know  it  a  bit,  if  only  from  a  car.  It  was 
reminiscent  of  the  old  South  —  slow-paced,  rural, 
poor,  still  largely  segregated,  quite  conservative. 

To  this  world  of  rural  reaction  came  Bob  Bauman 
for  fame  and  fortune.  Bauman,  who  spent  his  earliest 
years  in  Washingtron  and  then  Charleston,  West 
Virginia,  was  raised  an  indifferent  Protestant.  At  age 
14,  though,  he  embraced  the  Catholic  Church,  motiv¬ 
ated  in  part  by  the  hope  that  the  mystery,  ritual  and 
discipline  of  his  new  faith  might  overpower  his  secret 
desire  to  embrace  boys.  A  year  or  so  later,  he  returned 
to  Washington,  first  to  become  a  congressional  page, 
then  to  attend  Georgetown  University’s  School  of 
Foreign  Service  and  its  law  school.  He  began  his  career 
as  a  right-wing  Republican  Party  activist,  and  by  1973 
was  elected  to  Congress  in  a  special  election 
representing  the  Eastern  Shore.  Bauman  quickly  built  a 
reputation  for  himself  as  a  quick,  aggressive  gadfly  for 
the  Right,  who  used  his  mastery  of  parliamentary 
procedures  to  harass  the  Democrats  and  to  push  his 
conservative  agenda. 

His  promising  career  —  there  was  talk  of  his 
challenging  Sen.  Paul  Sarbanes,  the  incumbent 


Democrat  —  came  to  a  pretty  abrupt  halt  in  1980  when 
two  FBI  agents  informed  him  they  knew  of  his  earlier 
brief  encounter  with  a  young  Black  hustler.  When  word 
of  his  indictment  (the  actual  charge  seems  to  have  been 
the  aptly  named  Mann  Act)  was  carefully  leaked  to  the 
Washington  press,  a  desperate  Bauman  held  a  press 
conference,  stating  he  suffered  from  the  “twin 
compulsions  of  alcoholism  and  homosexual 
tendencies,”  but  “did  not  consider  himself  to  be  a 
homosexual.”  The  subtle  distinction  was  lost  on  his 
constituency,  who  turned  him  out  of  office  that 
November,  just  as  his  hero,  Ronald  Reagan,  swept  into 
the  White  House.  In  the  next  period  of  his  life,  his 
20-year  marriage  ended  in  divorce,  his  law  practice  was 
failing,  and  his  allies  on  the  Right  kept  him  at  arm’s 
length. 

The  Gentleman  from  Maryland  is  Bauman’s 
apologia  for  his  life,  his  actions  and  beliefs.  The  parts 
that  deal  with  coming  to  terms  with  his  gayness 
resonate  with  so  many  people’s  experiences:  a  nearly 
hidden  life  that  can’t  quite  keep  tucked  away,  the 
feelings  that  don’t  disappear  —  prayers  of  reform  and 
vows  of  marriage  notwithstanding.  The  confusion,  the 
misery,  the  naivete  cry  out  for  compassion  from  his 
readers. 

And  yet,  there’s  still  something  missing.  The 
second  part  of  the  coming-out  dynamic  —  the  embrace 
of  a  gay  identity,  a  sense  of  self-respect,  that  makes  the 
past  suffering  worthwhile  —  is  not  there.  Coming  out 
should  mean  an  opportunity  to  re-evaluate,  to  rethink, 
to  challenge  the  old  values  and  search  for  the  new,  to 
re-assess  oppressive  values  and  institutions  and  to  seek 
out  alternatives.  And  Bauman,  for  all  the  introspection 
and  agony  he  has  undergone,  does  not  show  in  this 
“confession”  that  he  is  changing  in  a  way  that  will 
liberate  him  from  the  confines  of  his  old  existence. 

Thus  even  as  he  recognizes  how  he  has  suffered  at 
the  hands  of  those  institutions  of  which  he  was  a  proud 
member  —  the  government,  the  Catholic  Church,  the 
New  Right  —  he  still  gives  then  the  power  of  unques¬ 
tioned  authority  and  never  rethinks  his  role.  He  resents 


the  Church’s  homophobic  Catch  22s,  but  won’t  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  communion  because  his  priest  suggests  he’s 
not  in  a  state  of  grace.  He  is  furious  that  Jimmy  Carter’s 
Justice  Department  went  after  him  to  neutralize  him 
politically,  but  he  doesn’t  question  the  politically- 
inspired  attacks  on  radicals  that  go  on  all  the  time.  He 
urges  the  American  Bar  Association  to  adopt  a  non¬ 
discrimination  clause  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  (not 
surprisingly,  it  doesn’t  pass),  he  apologizes  for  his 
hypocritical  support  of  anti-gay  legislation,  and  at  one 
point  even  reflects  on  the  impact  the  legislation  he  has 
supported  had  on  poor  people;  but  nowhere  does  he 
say:  I  am  one  of  many  disempowered  and  disenfran¬ 
chised,  or  I  suffer  when  other  social  outcasts  are 
attacked.  He  is  frustrated  by  the  extreme  closetedness  of 
most  members  of  the  organization  for  gay  conservatives 
he  co-founds  and  leaves  the  group.  But  he  doesn’t 
acknowledge  that  the  group’s  basic  premise  —  quiet 
lobbying  of  their  straight,  conservative  colleagues  can 
lead  to  right-wing  support  for  gay  rights  —  is  the  gay 
equivalent  to  Reagan’s  “constructive  engagement”  with 
South  Africa. 

Like  a  prisoner  suffering  from  Stockholdm  Syn¬ 
drome,  Bauman  still  identifies'  embarrassingly  closely 
with  his  institutional  captors,  making  this  a  difficult 
book  for  me  to  read. 

So,  too,  it  is  difficult  to  read  because  Bauman 
wavers  between  telling  a  gossipy,  political  insider’s 
story  and  a  solemn  "near-perfect  Greek  drama,”  which, 
he  says,  is  how  some  have  viewed  his  life.  So  the  book 
lurches  from  a  vaguely  chronological  tale  of  his  life  and 
times,  to  a  more  ponderous  reflection  on  religion,  ho¬ 
mophobia  and  rebuilding  a  life.  The  former  is  marred 
by  lurid  hints  at  a  gay  cabal  that  puts  aside  political 
differences  to  walk  down  Washington’s  halls  of  power, 
with  tourguide  Bauman  explaining  what  really  goes  on 
in  those  squalid  gay  bars,  what  tricks  and  johns  are,  and 
so  on.  The  latter  pan  of  his  book  includes  an 
elementary  defense  of  homosexuality,  a  genuinely  mov¬ 
ing  concern  for  his  ex-wife  and  children,  and  a  clumsy 
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“Desire  is  not  satisfied,  it’s  expelled.” 


Jack  the  Modernist 

Robert  Gluck 

Gay  Presses  of  New  York,  1983 
$7.93,  166  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Robin  Lippincott 


{  {"W  'T  ou’re  not  a  lover  till  you  blab  about  it.  From 
earliest  memory  I’ve  been  excited  and  lonely, 
like  a  membrane  that  needs  a  caress  during 
lovemaking. ..."  So  begins  Jack  the  Modernist,  a  story 
of  love  and  loss  set  in  1981  San  Francisco.  The  novel  is  a 
fictionalized  accout  of  author  Gluck’s  affair  with  Jack, 
but  it  is  also  much,  much  more. 

“Of  course  there’s  a  lot  to  be  said  about  a  love  story 
because  the  stakes  are  so  clear:  hold  the  story  up,  view  it 
from  one  angle  —  happiness.  From  another  —  misfor¬ 
tune.  Then  banality  sets  in.  . . .”  Gluck  obviously  feels 
challenged  by  his  perception,  so  rarely  does  he  let 
banality  take  over.  “To  merely  record  what  happpened, 
requires  an  imaginative  effort  similar  to  being  in  love,” 
and  Gluck  achieves  this  heightened  state  in  this  brave 
and  elegant  experiment. 

Narrator /writer  Bob  meets  Jack  at  a  forum  in  the 
spring  of  1981:  “He  cocked  his  head  and  a  two  day 
growth  outlined  a  high,  delicate  cheek;  my  life  was 
bereft  of  that  contour.”  Jack  is  described  at  length: 
“Small,  slender,  barrel-chested. .  .glossy  black  curls  the 
color  of  raisins,  bright  black  eyes  and  for  a  beak  the 
small  blade  of  a  pocket  knife ....  Or  his  face  resembles 
a  maraschino  cherry,  full  of  refined  pep.”  Bob  and  Jack 
leave  the  forum  together  for  a  walk,  and  the  next  day 
have  sex  at  Jack’s  place.  Bob  is  hooked.  (In  the  first  of  a 
series  of  revelations  in  which  Jack  is  disassembled, 
Gluck  reveals  that  Jack  was  at  the  forum  out  of  his 
desire  for  a  Black  lover).  This  first  chapter  ends  with  an 
ominous  image:  Bob,  turning  off  the  lights  in  the 
house  one  by  one,  “dispensing  with  every  part  of  my 
life  except  Jack.” 

The  next  chapter  is  the  next  morning,  and  holds 
breakfast,  light,  playful  morning-after  banter,  and 
more  sex.  But  already  there  are  problems.  Bob  worries 
aloud  that  the  two  have  yet  to  have  a  serious,  personal 
conversation.  “I  have  great  sex  with  plenty  of  people 
and  liked  them  until  our  first  serious  conversation  dis¬ 
mantled  our  future.”  Jack  is  evasive.  “I  never  consider 
that  Jack  might  not  love  me,  so  in  response  to  his 
evasions  I  invent  an  increasingly  complex  Jack,  a 
psychological  Jack  of  telling  detail.”  Jack  is  a  text  to  be 
decoded,  and  Gluck’s  text  —  pieces  of  a  puzzle  —  true 
to  the  atrophy  and  disorientation  of  life  with  Jack;  as 
well  as  that  of  life  late  in  the  twentieth  century. 

In  a  preface  Gluck  calls  his  an  art  of  collage,  citing 
as  influences  Bataille,  Diderot,  Geothe,  Baudelaire  and 
Barthes;  acknowledgements  the  reader  could  have  done 
without.  We  would  have  been  better  served  by  allusions 


Robert  Gluck 

woven  into  the  text,  rather  than  this  pretension  and 
condescension  on  Gluck’s  part. 

But  Gluck  is  right  in  calling  his  an  art  of  collage,  as 
he  includes  most  everything  in  an  attempt  to  recreate 
his  world  in  a  believable  fiction:  phone  calls,  friends, 
his  mother,  allegories,  illustrations,  and  a  discourse  on 
the  Mickey /Minnie  Mouse  relationship.  At  times  he  is 
too  precious,  as  with  the  chapter  title  “The  Sky  Looked 
Bruised,  and  That’s  the  Way  the  Air  Felt,  Achey.”  At 
other  times  Gluck  is  sloppy,  as  in  this  poorly  chosen 
epigram:  “Our  lives  resist  artistic  production;  there  is 
either  an  Auschwitz  of  meaning  or  a  Farrah  Fawett  vap¬ 
idness  that  goes  to  the  bone.”  But  these  slips,  lapses 
into  laziness  or  lack  of  control  over  his  material,  are  few. 
Gluck  is  mostly  in  command.  He  is  serious,  playful, 
and  highly  quotable,  and  the  reader  marvels  at  the 
breadth  of  his  ambition  and  achievement. 

Though  Gluck  immerses  the  reader  in  his  and 
Bob’s  world  in  fierce  cinema  verite  fashion,  the  main 
sub-plot  is  the  story  of  Phyllis,  a  member  of  his  writing 
workshop;  a  handsome,  independent,  65-year-old 
woman  whose  son  is  murdered.  Gluck  needs  Phyllis  in 
his  life  (she  is  both  history  and  future),  as  well  as  in  his 
fiction  —  to  tell  the  story  of  Jack.  The  structure  of  the 
novel  is  somewhat  reminiscent  of  what  Virginia  Woolf 
did  in  Mrs.  Dalloway,  where  she  juxtaposed  the 
seemingly  opposite  lives  of  the  socialite  Clarissa 


Dalloway  and  the  insane  Septimus  Smith. 

At  the  writing  workshop,  Gluck  digresses  on  the 
writing  style  of  several  members  of  the  group,  and  in 
doing  so  offers  explication  and  justification  of  the  style 
he  uses  to  tell  the  story: 

. . .  their  characters  mattered  in  a  way  that  enable 
narration  from  the  middle  distance  rather  than  the 
ellipsis  and  grueling  close-up  of ‘modern’  literature,  the 
thrills  and  spills  of  perception.  Is  time  circular?  Is  it  an 
explosion?  When  I  write  about  Phyllis  I  also  narrate 
from  midway.  She  demands  a  realism  complete  with 
revelation  by  character  and  epiphany  that  would  not  suit 
Jack.  Still,  this  realism  perceives  with  an  unusual 
acuteness  and  consistency.  How  do  I  mesh  modernism’s 
disjunction  with  continuity  and  depth  of  feeling?  I’d 
have  to  ass  a  sub-plot  which  duplicates  the  first 
explosion  that  began  story  and  time:  the  body.  I  feel 
especially  close  to  Phyllis  and  take  as  health  her 
instructive  love  of  community  life ...  I  feel  an  urgency  to 
know  personalities  that  include  the  passage  of  time.  I 
borrow  their  sense  of  the  future  which  makes 
storytelling  possible.  And  wasn’t  it  through  Phyllis  that  I 
first  cried  for  Jack? 

The  relationship  continues  to  dissolve,  when,  as 
|  Bob  anticipates  a  night  of  hot  sex  with  Jack,  Jack  falls 
S  asleep  and  talks  aloud  to  Joe -Toe,  his  lover;  an  actor 
“  recently  departed  to  New  York.  Bob,  refusing  to  lie 

■|  Continued  on  Book  Review  page  8 


Yanked  from  Closet 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  6 

collection  of  quotes  from  the  Great  (and  not  so)  Books. 

At  the  end  of  the  book  (followed  by  an  excerpt 
from  Allen  Drury’s  Advise  and  Consent ),  Bauman 
describes  his  fear  of  intimacy  and  the  recognition  that 
he  must  now  face  up  to  the  emotional  void  that  has  ac¬ 
companied  him  through  his  life.  But  will  recognition 
lead  to  action?  Only  when  Bauman  breaks  away  from 
his  personal  demons  and  relinquishes  his  embrace  of 
our  society’s  hatreds  will  he  be  able  to  achieve  the  peace 
of  mind  he  desperately  seeks. 


Memoir  of  Subterfuge 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  2 

have  this  relationship  because  it  has  cured  me  of  my 
dipsomania  when  nothing  else,  even  your  perfect  love, 
could  do  so?” 

The  memoir  is  a  fascinating  document  of  a  complex 
mind  struggling  to  arrive  at  “an  honest  account”  of  her 
experience.  She  leaves  us  a  document  that  is  an  intricate 
puzzle  and  a  delicate  prose  poem. 

—  Elizabeth  Alexander 


P£M  SQBOm  l$\ 

we're  ouiraged! 
we  won't  go  back! 

laity  &  S&arcfo/  %, 
Saturtimt,  November  8 

I  prrrkpneui/Hall 
then  march  TQj&tate  House 


partial  list  of  speakers : 

Katherine  trlanfaflllou, attorney;  Rev.  Graylan  Lltls-Haqler, 
co-pastor,  Church  of  the  United  Community  ■  Chris  Snow, 
union  activist;  Sara  Holmes,  61. D  C. 

( Legislative  letter  campaign  Included  In  rally) 

Sponsored  by:  Progressive  Coalition  of  Lesbians  L  Gay  Men 

for  Civil  Rights 


for  further  Inf  ormatloncall:  35^-6828  or  ^2 6-^69 
or  write:  PCLGCR,  do  GCN,  P.0.  Bov.  I , 

/  67  T  remont  Street,  host  on,  M A  021 1 1 


( union  labor  donated) 
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BACK  BAY  BGDKSM1TH 

Boston’s  only  complete  bookstore. 


Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

2^6-2(^6S 


Counseling  6 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  022  IS 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
kcommodabons,  AA  groups.  Pars.  Paths,  book 
gores,  businesses,  counselors.  Dentists,  Doctors 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order  media,  publications, 
organisations.  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards  therapists,  travel  agents 
etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  rip  codes  too' ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3  50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S3  50;  Alabama  Arkansas 
N  &  S  Carolina,  Florida  Georgia.  Kansas,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana,  Mississippi.  Missouri  New 
Mexico  Oklahoma  Puerto  Rico  Tennessee 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  S3  50.  Connecticut 
Delaware  District  ol  Columbia  Maine  Maryland 
Massachusetts  New  Hampshire  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Rhode  Island.  Vermont  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lor  men 
S20;  The  rest  ol  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada  men  s  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720  All  books  discreetly 
by  lirsl  class  mail  your  name  kept  strictly  contiden 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
information  send  stamped  sell  addressed 
business  sire  envelope  Please  contact  us  t» 
prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Gian 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St  .  Toronto  Ontario  M4'l 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  lor  press) 

Ask  u  about  GayeUow  Pages  on  making  labels! 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  Platner,  Barbara  J.  Macy 
Gerry  Azzata 

Boston  (617)  266-0760_ San  Francisco  (415)626-4224 
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“Desire  is  not  satisfied,  it’s  expelled.” 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  7 


there  and  suffer,  goes  to  the  baths,  which  provides 
Gluck  the  opportunity  to  deliver  this  fascinating  dis¬ 
course  (he  reminds  us  this  was  pre-AIDS): 

Desire  is  not  satisfied,  it’s  expelled  ...  To  embrace 
body  after  body  —  a  deck  of  face  cards  which  you  deal  or 
discard  —  can  have  more  resonance  if  choice  and  chance 
express  the  time.  Go  where  no  meaning  is  to  create 
meaning ....  Or  Fred  Astaire  and  Ginger  Rogers,  their 
first  dance  not  less  stunning  because  it  doesn’t  include  a 
house  in  the  suburbs ....  And  shouldn’t  Fred  and 
Ginger  ditch  the  interior  life  intimacy  is  based  on?  It’s  a 
brontosaurus ....  We  are  modern,  sleek,  with  an  arched 
waist  echoed  by  huge  Deco  arts  to  an  infinity  of  longing. 
Then  the  music  fades  and  Fred  lights  up, 
complacent ... .  A  wail  of  protest  goes  up:  sensitive 
nipples,  tender  skin  on  inner  thigh  —  the  knowledge  of 
which  equals  intimacy  —  what  happens  to  these  secrets 
once  I  have  shared  them  with  so  many  Freds  that  I  am  a 
machine  whose  quirks  an  eccentricities  are  appraised  in 
a  cheerfully  businesslike  way?  If  I’m  so  dispersed,  what 


happens  to  the  possibility  of  intimacy  for  me? 

Though  Gluck  rarely  lets  Jack  speak,  when  he  does 
so  it  is,  of  course,  very  telling:  “I  realize  that  I  don’t 
know  how  to  use  language  intimately  in  a  direct  way .... 
It’s  hard  for  me  to  tell  one  person  what  I  wouldn’t  be 
able  to  tell  twenty  people ....  I  suspect  that  I  want  to  be 
committed  to  Joe -Toe.  I  want  Joe-Toe  to  believe  in  my 
commitment  to  him  while  the  rest  of  the  world  doesn’t 
suspect  it.” 

As  time  and  the  novel  pass,  the  evidence  gathers: 
Jack  never  has  money  and  freeloads  off  Bob;  Jack 
refuses  sex  with  Bob  saying  he  fears  contracting  a 
disease.  “Jack  has  withdrawn  taking  the  world  with 
him;  the  impossibility  of  being  loved  by  him  came  to 
equal  the  impossibility  of  being  loved  by  anyone ....  He 
canceled  my  idea  of  the  future ....  We  failed  to  push 
into  history.” 

The  novel  ends  as  Bob  and  Joe-Toe  meet,  have  sex, 
and  then  discuss  their  favorite  subject:  Jack.  From  Joe- 


Social  Workers  Tackle  Community  Needs 
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discovers  that  a  member  has  a  “same  gender  affecta- 
tional  perference  orientation.”  The  second  article, 
about  “sexual  minority  youth,”  is  particularly  in¬ 
teresting  in  light  of  the  recent  decision  by  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Social  Services  restricting 
the  use  of  gay  foster  parents. 

The  last  two  article  in  this  section  continue  the  life 
stage  process:  explored  are  issues  for  gay  and  lesbian 
couples,  and  the  experiences  of  Senior  Action  in  a  Gay 
Environment  (SAGE). 

The  first  article  in  the  Life  Problems  sections 
describes  some  reasons  for  the  development  of 
homophobic  attitudes,  in  health  professionals,  as  well 
as  the  larger  society.  Alcoholism  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  is  the  focus  of  the  second  article.  The  last 
piece  in  this  section  addresses  homophobic  violence. 
Community  organizing,  individual  counseling  and  sup¬ 
port  groups  are  all  offered  as  suggestions  for  dealing 
with  the  victim  status,  low  self-esteem  and  guilt  which 
often  result  from  a  homophobic  attack. 

The  last  section  focuses  on  professional  issues  with 
two  articles  on  homophobia  among  mental  health  pro¬ 
fessionals  and  on  teaching  social  workers  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  “homosexually  oriented.”  The  first  article, 
based  on  a  20-page  questionaire  sent  to  140  mental 
health  professionals,  is  poorly  written  and  organized. 
The  last  article  is  an  overview  of  societal  attitudes  about 
homosexuality.  In  its  conclusion,  a  seven-point  pro¬ 
gram  is  offered  as  a  tool  to  be  used  in  social  work 


schools  and  continuing  education  workshops  to  help 
students  understand  the  specific  needs  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  population  they  will  inevitably  encounter  in 
their  professional  lives. 

*  *  *  * 

Gay  and  Sober  is  not  as  interesting,  nor  as  well 
organized  as  With  Compassion.  However,  this  col¬ 
lection  is  important  in  that  it  forces  the  reader  to  con¬ 
front  the  high  incidence  of  alcoholism  in  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community.  Parallels  are  drawn  throughout  this 
collection  between  society’s  prejudicial  attitudes  toward 
alcoholism  and  toward  homosexuality.  In  their  intro¬ 
duction,  the  editors  suggest  that  “...our  society  holds 
fast  to  the  notion  that  uncontrollable  drinking  is  degen¬ 
erate,  sinful,  or,  at  the  very  least,  weak-willed  —  the 
same  bias  that  society  holds  against  homosexuality.” 

The  articles  in  this  collection  range  from  a  theoreti¬ 
cal  perspective  to  specific  techniques  and  interventions. 
The  thread  running  through  them  all,  though,  is  the 
importance  of  a  whole  system  approach.  One  author, 
Tom  Mills  Smith,  talks  about  a  “bifocal  approach.”  By 
this,  he  means  that  in  the  treatment  of  the  gay  alco¬ 
holic,  it  is  necessary  to  simultaneously  focus  treatment 
on  the  alcoholism  as  separate  from  the  homosexuality, 
and  also  on  the  inter-relatedness  of  the  two.  The  alcho- 
holism  is  the  symptom  to  be  treated  and  the  homosex¬ 
uality  helps  to  form  the  total  picture  of  the  individual’s 
functioning. 


Toe,  Bob  learns  that  Jack  had  an  affair  with  a  mutual 
friend  from  whom  he  contracted  gonorrhea,  thus  re¬ 
vealing  Jack’s  espoused  fear  of  catching  a  disease  from 
Bob  as  an  altruist  choice  to  protect  him.  “They  were 
punished  in  those  parts  wherein  they  sinned,”  Bob  says. 
But  things  finally  begin  to  fall  into  place  for  him: 
“Events  once  again  seemed  fluid  and  reversible;  I  was 
excited;  suddenly  I  could  reach,  hold,  contain,  drop  and 
know.”  Bob,  once  again,  has  control  of  his  future,  and 
Jack  passes  into  history. 

Robert  Gluck  has  written  an  exhileratingly  refresh¬ 
ing  gay  novel.  For  those  of  us  who  have  been  dis¬ 
illusioned  and  discouraged  by  the  poor  quality  and 
direction  of  recent  gay  fiction,  take  heart:  we  have  a 
brave  and  gifted  soul  amongst  us.  Jack  the  Modernist  is 
ambitious,  sexy,  beautiful,  true,  elegant,  warm,  and 
successful. 


Peter  Nardi’s  article  charts  the  shift  in  treatment 
from  a  psychoanalytical  approach  to  a  more  socio¬ 
cultural  viewpoint.  There  is  a  good  description  of  the 
various  perspectives  regarding  the  connection  between 
homosexuality  and  alcoholism.  Ronnie  Colcher’s  article 
includes  a  helpful  list  of  recommendations  for  working 
with  gay  alcoholics,  for  both  straight  and  gay  profes¬ 
sionals.  There  is  also  an  interesting  article  on  treating 
lovers  of  gay  male  alcoholics. 

The  editors  of  this  collection  have  also  contributed 
an  article  which  addresses  a  need  for  a  primary  preven¬ 
tion  program  for  the  gay  community.  This  would 
include  improving  coping  skills,  offering  alternatives 
and  alcohol  education.  They  offer  the  gay  community’s 
proven  ability  to  take  care  of  their  own  needs  by  organ¬ 
izing  to  control  the  spread  of  sexually  transmitted  dis¬ 
eases  as  an  example  of  what  can  be  accomplished. 

They  also  point  to  a  whole  system  approach  by 
quoting  Carolyn  Patton,  the  former  director  of  the 
Center  for  Multicultural  Awareness:  “For  policy  makers 
to  continue  to  believe  and  behave  as  though  prejudice 
and  oppresion  are  insignificantly  related  to  the  drug 
problems  of  minorities  is  a  farce”  (p.  92). 

Both  these  collections  are  important  contributions 
to  the  current  social  work  literature.  They  can  be 
helpful  and  informative  for  gay,  lesbian  and  straight 
mental  health  practitioners  who  want  to  improve  the 
quality  of  services  available  to  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community. 
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GCN  ads  get 
results!  Call 

lus  today:  617/426-4469.  I 


COUNSELING 


FOR  WOMEN  & 
LESBIAN  COUPLES 

520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 


GROUPS  FORMING: 

Lesbians  Ending  Relationships 
Lesbian  Support 
Incest  Survivors 
Recovering  Alcoholics/Addicts 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics 
Partners  of  Chemically 
Dependent  Women 
Women  Out  Less  Than  Three 
Years 

Stress  Management 
Self-Esteem  Growth  Group 

Sliding  Fee  Scale 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 

Call  247-4861  x58 


Hlone? 


fire  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  provided  thousands  of  gay 
men  ujith  a  safe,  effective 
may  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 

EtomSlaaaff 

800-633-6969 


Lunch  “Buddies 

ft  Total 
Introductory 
Service 
for 


Lesbian  &  Cay 
Professionals 


CaCC  731-8934 

“Better  (Dates  for 
‘Better  (People 


Call  for  Papers 

DIFFERENCE:  MYTHS  RND  RERLITIES 

New  England  Women's  Studies  Association 
Annual  Conference 

March  14,  1987  _ Trinity  College 


We  invite  proposals  for  presentations  about 
difference:  biological  realities,  gender 
myths,  differences  between  and  among  women 
(including  class,  race,  and  sexual  preference 
issues),  differences  between  male  and  female 
experience,  etc. 

Deadline  for  Proposals:  December  1,  1986 

For  more  information,  contact  Joan  D.  Hedrick, 
Coordinator  of  Women's  Studies,  Trinity 
College,  Hartford,  CT  06106 


INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


AV 


4^0  ■ 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Adult  Children  Of  Alcoholics 


have  trouble  trusting  people. .  don’t  believe 
stability  and  happiness  can  last. .  .may  be  drawn 
to  heavy  drinkers ...  or  turn  to  alcohol  themselves. 


Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 
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Gay  Bands 

Continued from  page  6 

an  instrument.  “Well,”  I  said, 
“I’ll  play  whatever  you’ve  got.”  A 
dangerous  statement,  that.  So  that 
is  how  I  ended  up  being  the  current 
first  chair  of  the  glockenspiel  “sec¬ 
tion.”  I  find  that  I’m  pretty  good 
at  it,  yet  might  never  have  had  the 
chance  in  a  more  stuffy,  tradition¬ 
al,  solitary  organization. 

I  also  enjoy  having  the  chance  to 
appear  with  the  band  in  public  in  a 
variety  of  ways.  Leading  the  Pride 
parade  each  year  is  certainly  a 
large,  and  visible,  thrill.  Extremely 
visible  —  many  friends  called  last 
year  to  dish  me  about  my  flag 
clashing  with  my  uniform,  and  to 
tell  me  how  many  times  I  dropped 
the  flag  (only  twice,  thank  you). 
Smaller  events,  like  neighborhood 
gay  picnics,  give  our  band  the 
chance  to  support  and  entertain 
local  people,  and  to  get  help  from 
them  in  return. 

There  are,  however,  always 
drawbacks  to  performing,  other 
than  ironing.  We  don’t  get  a 
chance  to  meet  the  audience  as 
much  as  we’d  like  to.  (And  depen¬ 
ding  on  the  event,  that  can  be  very 
disappointing.)  When  we  lead  a 
parade,  everyone  says,  “Where 
were  you?”  Out  front  —  but  at 
least  getting  the  chance  to  check 
out  everyone  else  as  they  went  by! 

Finally,  I  like  to  perform  in 
public  to  help  support  less  open 


people,  who  may  not  have  the  job 
or  home  situation  to  be  able  to  ap¬ 
pear  with  a  gay  group  in  public.  I 
like  to  think  that  someone  seeing 
me  and  my  smile  might  feel  more 
comfortable  holding  her  lover’s 
hand  on  the  parade  sidelines,  or 
might  bring  his  boyfriend  to  one  of 
our  theme  concerts.  Or  perhaps 
someone  who  walks  by  our  rehear¬ 
sal  windows  and  thinks,  “That’s 
really  great!”  might  come  in  and 
see  how  great  it  is  to  make  all  of 
this  beautiful  noise. 

For  more  information  about  our 
band,  write:  Freedom  Trail  Band, 
P.O.  Box  6598,  Water  and  Broad 
Streets,  Boston,  MA  02102.  To 
find  out  about  bands  outside 
Boston,  write:  LGBA  Editor  — 
Jim  Cochrane,  138  Hiawatha 
Blvd.,  Lake  Hiawatha,  NJ  07034, 
or  call  (201)  299-9223. 


What  are  you  giving  your  relationship 
for  the  Holidays? 

COUPLES  ENRICHMENT  WEEKEND 

for 

LESBIANS 

December  5-7,  1986 

An  opportunity  for  stable  couples  to  build  communication 
and  deepen  caring. 

$180.00  per  couple 

Some  food  provided;  Lodging  on  your  own  at 
Portsmouth’s l lovely  inns. 

Women’s  Counseling  Serviced 


Carol  Van  Landingham,  MSW.  ACSW 


338  Middle  Street 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
603-431-7757 
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Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable. 

He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
health  care.  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women  s 
and  primary  health  care  services. 

You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


•  Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  V1SA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


YES  -  THERE  IS  A 
BETTER  WAY  TO  FIND 
NEW  FRIENDS  OR  A 
RELATIONSHIP. 


*  TOGETHER  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  IN  BOSTON  * 


RICHIE 

HAVENS 


“A  veritable  icon.” 

NY  Times 

"Passionate  .  .  .  fierce  ...” 

I  A  Times 


4 


4 


with  special  guests  • 

CASSELBERRY 
&  4 

DUPREE 


“Casselberry  &  Dupree  simmer,  burn,  and 
light  up  the  night!" 

-  H'omannews 


SATURDAY  NOV.  15  7:30  &  10:00 


Tickets:  $15.50  reserved,  $13.50  general  admission 


For  information  call:  625-1081 
FREE  PARKING 
On  the  Red  Line 
Davis  Station 


☆ 


It  f 

Sf/HECVIlLt 

fUCATOC 

»D*vSSOu««f  •  »tS’  SOVto.  ,11 


JlCargarel  D1C.  Gap  re 

insurance  OQgency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 


•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 

•  Notary  Public 


•  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 
Sat.  10-4  PM 


277-81 87  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 


Keep  Abortion  &  Birth  control  Legal 

VOTE  NO 

on  Question  #1 
November  4 


617  -  723-2021 

CONNECTION,  Ltd. 

NEW  ENGLAND’S  ONLY  GAY 
OWNED  AND  STAFFED 
Dating  service  for  Sincere 
people  looking  for  Honest 
Friendships  or  a  Relationship 
in  the  future. 


CD 


We  must  defend  our  personal  decisions 
against  government  intrusion. 

Call  Boston  NOW  at  782-1056  to  help. 

women's  Lives  Are  On  The  Line 

Paid  for  by  Boston  now 
Vote  NO  on  *1  campaign 
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DESIGN 
PRINTING 

LET  US  HELP  V  |  TYPESETTING 

YOU  PREPARE  TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

RESUMES,  NEWSLETTERS, 

BROCHURES,  BOOKS,  TABLOIDS,  CAMPAIGN  LITERATURE, 
CONFERENCE  LITERATURE,  FORMS,  FLYERS,  MENUS,  RATE  CARDS, 
ANNUAL  REPORTS,  LETTERHEADS,  ENVELOPES,  BUSINESS  CARDS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS,  ETC. 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 


Call  us: 


739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


Tell  ’em  you 
saw  their  ad 

in  Gem  m 


Psychotherapy  & 
Hypnosis 

•  Stress  •  Anxiety 

•  Depression  •  Shyness 

•  Maritd  Conflxl  •  Confidence 

Martin  Grossack, 
PHD 

INSTI  I  UTF  for 
Rationa!  Living, 
Brookline 
Blue  Shield  Accepted 


I 

I 

I 


■■  m  m%ik  ■ 


yovk  business  guide 


•sd1''  re  cuin^ducinq  <z  uecu  <t*td  exciting  <xdvertUi*ty  afefiosttcaufy  utitk 

(Z&tHmcauXef  'Hum  —  ike  TtS'TV  ^>7tSV7tSSS 

‘Seqituuuq  in  9twe*ukvi.  ty&K  &  9letv  9fank  ^ucitteee  (faide  (veil 
6e  cut  ecuty,  i*texfte*t4we  toACf.  fo  font  quick.  ucce&eikle  adventiciMq.  info  ike 
fouuU  wen.  55.000  (e&kccut  cutd  qaq  readwe  cock  week. 

£W 't  cvctftf  (?ctfl  ike  ty&lt  Aduenitcinq  O^ice  at  6f? /  426-4469. 


business  guide 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR. 
1 5  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9 A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  0^108 
(617)  542-pi  44 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

THE  REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 

Central  America,  Gay  & 

Lesbian  lit,  etc. 

92  Green  St.,  J.P. 

(617)  522-1464 
Tues.-Fri.  12-7 
Sat.,  Sun.,  12-5 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
AFFORDABLE  CATERING 
FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  M A  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


CHIROPRACTORS 

TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 1 22  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
1 2  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 


INSURANCE 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 
ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
683-7676 
LABWORK 
STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
338-3014 
LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  &  Medical 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 
ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
73 9-7860 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86V2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
Room  219 
542-5188 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA  Counseling 
1 10  Orchard  St. 

Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 
STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
3 1 9  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
fe43-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
6OV2  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 

DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Apointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

CENTURY  21 /PARK  REALTY 
DAVID  VIEIRA 
63  Fairmount  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-3400/800-323-2380 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Sloio.BarryWing 
9  Warren  Square 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)522-2896/  524-6074  ' 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 

Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 
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DEAR  ADVERTISER 

If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for 
you,  why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not 
a  required  formula;  GWM,  GWF 
are  not  necessary.  GM  or  GF  or  LF 
would  do  as  well.  _ (C) 

PERSONALS  ... 


THE  POSNERS 

Were  at  Am  Tlkva  services  and  said  to 
say  hello  to  you.  Sorry  it  took  so  long  to 
relay  the  message-Eric  Norlander.  (16) 
WINE  WOMEN  AND  SONG! 

GF,  prof,  non-smkr,  no  drugs  sks  other 
women  25-40  for  dining,  dancing, 
movies., .If  you’d  Ik  to  shr  gd  times  take 
a  chance  and  write  Box  150. _ (17) 

L  interested  in  meeting  kind,  honest, 
preppy  kind  of  gal.  If  you  enjoy  pizza, 
animals  and  a  myriad  of  sports,  then 
please  write  Box  151. _ (16) 

CIRCULATION  SIDEKICK 
GCN's  busy  Circulation  Manager  needs 
some  help.  The  world  of  circulation  can 
be  yours!  You’ll  do  loads  of  boring 
repetetive  office  work.  Think  of  it  as  a 
form  of  meditation.  A  couple  of  hours  a 
week  will  do,  anytime  during  the  day, 
any  day  of  the  week.  Some  office  skills 
required.  For  more  information,  call 
Marcos  at  426-4469. _ (C) 

Berkely  Lesbian  academic,  50's  seeks 
stylish  intelligent  feminine  film-loving 
Balletomane  professor,  40s  recently 
removed  to  Virginia,  for  passionate 
friendship  and  poss.  eventual  Boston 
marriage.  Photo  appreciated. _ (17) 

Health-minded,  spirited,  sense  of 
humor,  attractive  LF,  23  seeks  similar 
LF  or  intelligence  and  integrity  for  quiet 
and  interesting  times.  I  have  varied  but 
refined  tastes.  If  your  lifestyle  coin¬ 
cides  with  a  purity  of  spirit  and  not  with 
the  gay  scene,  then  reply  Box  149.  (16) 

INDEXER  NEEDED 

Our  “title  index”  (list  of  story  titles)  is 
falling  behind.  If  you’d  like  to  come  by 
and  help  update  it,  call  Mike  at  GCN, 
426-4469.  It’s  fun!  (looking  at  back 

issues). _ _ (16) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

In  the  morning,  in  the  evening,  ain’t  we 
got  fun?  Not  much  money,  oh  but 
honey  ain't  we  got  fun!  The  cat  is 
healthy, and  so  are  we.  We’ll  never  be 
wealthy, but  what  care  we?  So  I  love  you 
in  the  morning,  and  in  the  evening 

'cause  we  got  fun! _ (15) 

PICK  UP  YOUR  MAIL,  PLEASE 
Box  numbers  74,  78,  79,  94,  •  the  world 
■waits  your  reply! _ _ (C) 

WHY  HAVEN'T  YOU  BEEN  MEETING 
THE  RIGHT  PEOPLE? 

Because  you  haven't  called  Buddies! 
Buddies-the  personalized  introduction 
services  with  the  largest  gay  clientelle 
in  N.E!  Call  (603)  880-7625. _ (19). 

SINGLE,  FEMALE  AND  GAY? 
Looking  for  a  permanent  relationship,  a 
deeply  satisfying  friendship  or  a  com¬ 
panion  who  shares  your  interests  and 
attitudes?  Woman  to  Woman  is  for 
you!  The  professional  introduction  ser¬ 
vice  for  lesbians  in  New  England  area, 
call  (603)  882-6670. _ (19) 

J  STRAIGHT  ACTING  5 

«  Gay  male  needed  for  short  term  * 

*  marriage  services.  Rewarded,  J 

J  photo,  phone,  letter.  Box  148.  « 

*  (16)  * 

►  --» .. ,1 


RIDE  WANTED _ 

Boston  to  maine 

Ride  needed  for  1  to  Ellsworth  area, 
Thurs.,  11/27,  and  for  second 
passenger,  Fri.,  11/28.  Return  to 
Boston,  Sun.  11/30.  Julie  625-8013,  or 
Loie  426-4469.  (C) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ _  (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ _ _ (VI  3.32)) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ ((14.9) 

GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  potluck 
dinners,  discussions,  folk  dancing,  etc. 
For  events,  check  GCN  calendar.  Call 
(617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238. _ (VI  4.35) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerationa! 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ _ (VI  4.23) 

CONCORD  MEN’S  GROUP 
A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi-sexual  men  on  Fri.  at  7:30  pm. 
For  more  info,  call  Gay  Info-line  of  N.H. 
at  (603)  753-9533.  _ (V14.18) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


WE  CANT  AFFORD 
OUR  DREAM  HOUSE 

So  we  want  to  do  the  next  best  thing: 
buy  a  2-  or  3-  family  house  (pref.  in  JP) 
with  other  congenial  people  (we're  a 
lesbian  couple).  Potenial  co-buyers 
please  call  868-0505  daytimes.  (16) 

UC  BERKELEY  LESBIAN/GAY 
ALUMNI  NOW  ORGANIZING 
First  meeting/reception  on  November 
21, 1986.  Come  socialize  and  show  sup¬ 
port  for  lesbian/gay  issues  and  educa¬ 
tion  on  campus.  Contact  MLGS: 
Multicultural  lesbian/gay  studies,  415 
Eshleman  Hall,  UC  Berkeley,  CA  94720. 
For  more  information  (415)  642-6942. 
Sponsored  by  ASUC. _ (17) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
The  third  meeting  of  the  Jewish  Les¬ 
bian  Daughters  of  Holocaust  Survivors 
group  is  planned  for  November  14,  ’86. 
We  welcome  contact  from  other 
JLDHS.  For  information,  write  Box 
6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call  (617) 
321-4254. _ (17) 

ON  LINE  AND  ACCESSIBLE! 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  has  our 
TTY/TDD  installed  and  ready  for  use! 
We  are  now  accessible  to  the  deaf  and 
hearing  impaired  community.  Our 
TTY/TDD  number  is  (617)  426-0332. 
Typical  GCN  hours  are  10-6  pm,  M-F. 
Spread  the  word! _ (C) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 
If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularily  during  the  day, 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
"special  attention”  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469.  JC) 


GET  PUBLISHED! 


GCN’s  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writig  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  or 
Marcos  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 


WOMEN’S  CRAFT  MARKET 

First  3  weekends  in  Dec.  Sat 
11-5,  Sun  12-5  at  186  Hampshire 
St.,  Camb.  Grand  opening  Dec. 
6,  Doorprizes!  Also  seeking  new 
craftswomen  to  join  us  -  Call 
321-0950  for  information.  (24) 


PUBLICATIONS 

New  publication:  Kink  Konfidential. 
Safe  but  hot:  shaving,  SM,  bondage,  TT, 
enemas,  fetishes  etc.  Free  ad:  TR 
Witomski,  41  Bonaire,  Toms  River,  Nj 
08757. _ (10) 

NEW  GAY  PRESS 

Send  name  and  address  for  free 
catalog.  Two  new  titles  for  fall.  Banned 
Books,  P.O.  Box  33280-231,  Dept.  GCN, 
Austin,  TX  78764. _ (16) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly.Q 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114.  _ (VI 4. 18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs’  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics,” 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 


HELP  WANTED _ 

WOMAN  OWNED  CUST.  CABINET 

shop  looking  for  1-2  energetic  people 
w/5-7  yr  experience.  Knowledge  of  the 
tablesaw,  handtool,  able  to  read 
blueprints  &  have  a  good  business 
sense  &  cooperating  together.  30-40  hr. 
$8-14  per/hr.  Call  Sue  438-4681.  (18) 

POSITION  VACANCY 
HEATING  SYSTEMS  PROGRAM  COOR¬ 
DINATOR.  To  manage  heating  system 
assistance  program  for  low-income 
residents.  Responsible  to  schedule  and 
supervise  technical  staff,  work  with 
heating  contractors  and  clients,  in¬ 
spect  work  for  quality  compliance, 
maintain  recordkeeping  systems, 
prepare  reports. 

Some  familiarity  with  energy  conserva¬ 
tion,  burners  and  heating  systems 
essential.  Flexibility,  relevant  ad¬ 
ministrative  and  supervisory  skills 
and/or  experience,  attention  to  detail 
necessary. 

Salary  $19,000  +  benefits. 

ENERGY  ADUITORS.  To  do  residential 
energy  audits,  prepare  job  orders,  work 
with  contractors  and  inspect  their 
work.  Knowledge  of  energy  audits 
helpful.  Attention  to  detail  necessary. 
Senior  Audit  position  also  available,  re¬ 
quires  licensing,  supervisory  capabili¬ 
ty,  some  administrative  skills.  Car  re¬ 
quired.  Salary  $15-18K  depending  on 
experience,  +  benefits. 

Send  resume  by  November  7  to:  Energy 
Director,  Tri-CAP,  341 A  Forest  Street, 
Malden,  MA  02148.  Ph  322-4560.  Tri- 
CAP  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
_ (16) 

COLLECTIVE  PARTNERS 
Wanted  for  growing  women’s  printshop 
San  Vifrancisco  printers  (large  &  small 
press)  salesperson,  bookkeeper  and 
estimator  needed.  Call  (415)  626-4477  or 
write  50  Otis  ST.  S.F..CA  94103.  (19) 

GCN  JOB  OPENING 
GCN  is  seeking  a  CIRCULATION 
MANAGER/STAFF  WRITER.  Begin 
1/3/87.  Research  and  write  news  stories 
of  int  to  nat’l  readership.  Coordinate 
wkly  mailing  of  paper  by  volunteers, 
process  subs  and  renewals.  Requires 
writing  skills  +  abil  to  work 
w/deadlines,  interpersonal,  org  recor¬ 
dkeeping  skills.  Knowledge  of  data  en¬ 
try  and/or  computers  helpful. 

Position  requires  familiarity  w/gay  and 
lesbian  community;  commitment  to 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism, 
anti-racism,  and  collective  decision 
making;  awareness  of  class  issues. 

Sal  $180/wk  +  4  wks  pd  vac.  complete 
helath/life  ins.  Resumes  to  GCN 
Circ/Writer  Search,  167  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111.  Lesbians  and  gay 
men  of  color  particularily  encouraged 
to  apply. _ (C) 


HELP  WANTED 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing 
advertising  for  america’s  premiere 
gay/lesbian  newsweekly,  GAY  COM¬ 
MUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high 
commissions,  leads  and  staff  support. 
If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising 
Manager  at(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to 
GCN,  167  Tremont  Street  Boston,  MA 
02111.  _ (C) 

3000  GOVERNMENT  JOBS  LIST 
$16,040  -  $59,230/yr.  Now  hiring. 

Call  1-805-687-6000,  Ext.R-1437.  (16) 

AMBITIOUS  YOUNG  LAWYER 
Wanted  by  two  attys  in  established 
general  practice  to  exchange  half-time 
work  for  all  office  expenses.  Will  train. 
Develop  your  own  practice  during  rest 
of  week  —  we  will  assist  you.  Future 
growth  potential.  Friendly  mod.  office 
downtown  Bos.  Mr  Weindeman. 
338-6969  days. _ (16) 

RESORTS _ 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Woman-only  space  in  Vermont.  Cozy 
mt.  Inn.  Wood  fires,  delicious  veg. 
meals.  Horseback  riding.  X-country  ski 
from  our  door.  Thanksgiving  and 
solstice  celebrations.  (802)  533-7772. 
RFD  Box  2260,  E.  Hardwick,  VT  05836. 

_ 07) 

“KEY  WEST  SPLENDOR” 
SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 

“Tropicaly  perfect  -  Perfectly  tropical” 
(The  Gay  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure:  Spindrift,  1212  Simonton,  Key 
West,  FI  33040.  (305)296-3432.  Helen- 
Hostess. _ (14,17) 

CHECK’ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECKER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg, 
apts,  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  ’round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657. _ (yr) 

TRAVEL _ 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  Street 
at  Boston’s  Park  Plaza 
_ _ (§) 

SPANISH  PROGRAM  FOR  WOMEN 
Study  Spanish  in  Cuernavaca,  Mexico. 
Live  with  Mexican  family.  Learn 
politics,  history  and  culture  of  women 
in  Mexico  through  experience  and  inter¬ 
change.  February.  Write  Neighbors/ 
Sisters,  Box  92,  Hallowelt,  ME  04337.  (1) 

FOR  SALE _ 

1975  Suzuki  Motorcycle  380GT-3  yrs  not 
run-very  clean  engine.  -$450-Call 
628-7020. _ (16) 


SERVICES _ 

THE  PERFECT  RESUME 

Job-hunting,  or  changing  careers?  The 
Resume  Service  provides  consultation, 
laser  printing,  and  very  reasonable 
rates.  Many  typestyles  and  formats. 
Call  776-6692.  _ (16) 

RECOVERY  FROM  ADDICTIONS 
Coping  with  life  after  we  no  longer 
abuse  alcohol,  drugs,  food,  etc.,  is  a 
painful  growth  process.  Therapy  for  ad¬ 
dicts  or  their  loved  ones.  Ms.  Berni 
Zisserson,  LICSW,  876-6995.  Insurance 
accepted. _ (V14.16) 


MAILING  LIST  HEADACHES? 

Computerize  it!  Fast,  accurate,  con¬ 
fidential  service.  Alpha,  zip  odering, 
labels,  Delivery,  more!  Reasonable 
prices.  Box  1092,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238. _ _ (19) 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  otter 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

YOU  SLUT!! 

Now  that  you’re  paying  attn... we're  Ikng 
for  a  rmmt,  g/str/bi,  humor  a  must,  to 
shr  our  S.E.  twnhse  w/us.  Own  room,  kit 
priv,  Ivngrm,  fun  people.  C/Deborah  or 
Paul  at  424-8643  nights.  $375  incl.  (17) 
LF  sks  quiet,  resp,  neat  LF  for  sunny  2 
BR  in  NP  nr  Green  &  Orange  lines.  No 
smoke,  drugs.  Cat  ok.  $337  incl  heat. 
524-3173.  Keep  trying. _ (17) 

PROTSMOUTH  —  LF  ROOMMATE 
LF  inedp,  resp  30  yr  old  w/3  cats  seeks 
resp  LF  28+  to  share  2BR  apt  D-town 
Portsmouth.  Cathedral  ceiling, 
fireplaces.  $350  w/ht.  Available  im¬ 
mediate!.  No  smoke,  drugs,  ale,  con¬ 
siderate  &  respect  privacy.  Call 
603-436-3537.  (17) 

LF  ROOMMATE— PORTSMOUTH  NH 
LF  &  2  cats  sk  LF  28+  for  Portsmouth 
NH  home.  No  smoke,  hvy  drug,  ale, 
meat.  Lg  room,  yard,  walk  to  dwntwn. 
$275+  heat  incl.  Avail  Nov.  (603) 
436-2892. _ (16) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  professional,  late  20's  &  friendly 
pooch  seek  L  to  share  lovely  JP  house. 
Yard,  d/w,  w/d,  prkng,  nr  T.  Must  be 
clean  &  resp.  No  smokers  or  cats. 
$400+  low  utils. Call  524-0413  eves.  (16) 
IN  THE  COUNTRY 

Bi-F  offering  free  room  to  same.  Fur¬ 
nished  besutiful  apt  near  Cinti.  Willing 
to  share  my  good  fortune  &  best  of  both 
worlds,  just  move  in.  Write:  4310 
Batavia  Meadow  Dr,  no.  7,  Batavia, 
Ohio  45103. _ (16) 

LEXINGTON 

F  wanted  for  3Bedrm  house,  lg  room, 
frpl,  yd,  no  pets  or  smk.  $340  +  .  Avail. 
Dec.  1.861-7234  after  3:30. _ (16) 

Newton:  Seek  LF  or  F  college  grad,  to 
join  unpretensious  hsehld  of  3  in  safe 
residential  area  near  T.  No  drugs,  hvy. 
ale.  $320mo.  332-8690. _ (17) 

MISSION  HILL1  prof  M  seeks  1  prof  M 
or  F  to  share  3  bedroom  apt  in  2  family 
house.  Quiet  neighborhood,  garage 
space  incl.  $375  mo  avail  Nov  1.  Call 
John  277-1915  eves,  keep  trying.  (16) 
2LF  seek  ILF  to  share  JP  home.  Near 
Arbor  &  T.  Must  be  responsible  &  neat. 
No  smoking,  pets.  Avail,  immed. 
$250  +  . Call  Sue  or  Donna  at  524-5915. 
_ (16) 

GM  seeks  GM  or  LF  to  share  large  6rm 
newly  renovated  apt.  Brigham 
Circle/Longwood  med.  area.  W/D,  off-st 
pkng,  great  nghd,  near  T.  $450.  Call 
Peter  (days)  442-9670. _ (16) 

Medford:  2LF  sk  3rd  25 +  ,  veg,  share 
food  some  meals,  no  smoke,  have  cat, 
dog  visits,  2  firs  of  Les  owned  hse/quiet 
st,  w/d,  pkg,  $300 +  .395-9021.  (16) 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  2  Bedroom  apt 
between  Inman  and  Harvard  SQ.  Park¬ 
ing,  laundry.  No  more  cats.  Quiet, 
spacious-  minimal  drugs,  alcohol.  $350 
+  cheap  heat.  Sylvia,  492-5121.  Avail. 
now.  Must  be  a  feminist. _ (16) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

L  29,  mature  seeks  same  to  share  apt  & 
expenses.  Enjoy  music,  sports,  working 
out.  Need  for  Dec.  1.  Call  Mary 
782-5877. _ (16) 

APARTMENTS 

AVAILABLE  IMMEDIATELY! 

2  bdrm  apt  in  Dor.  Fireplace,  hdwd  firs, 
large  rooms,  quiet,  dead-end  stret.  3 
mins  to  Red  line.  $650  +  utils.  Call 
David  265-4161. _ (16) 

BRIGHTON  CENTER  APT 
Large  3  rm  apt,  1  bdrm  1st  floor  $490  mo 
no  utilities.  On  St.  parking  nr  everything 
&  on  the  T.  Ready  Nov  1st.  1st  no  & 
security.  Call  Jerry  782-2753. _ (16) 

5  ROOMS,  CAMBRIDGE 
Sunny  3rd  floor  in  excellent  condit  ion. 
Pleasant  area  neat  Fresh  Pond.  Yard 
and  porch,  plus  Vi  garage.  Avail  12/1. 
$800  +  .  876-2653. _ (16) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.  H-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (16) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

GCN  VOLUNTEERS 
Yes,  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  and 
glory  and  office  drudgery!  Cor¬ 
respondence,  filling,  phone  calling,  etc. 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  ok. 
Call  Loie  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and 
file  old  photos.  Have  fun  and  help  GCN 
at  the  same  time.  Call  Loie,  426-4469.  (c) 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 

_ 0 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

_ Q) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 
Liscenced  and  Insured  MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
_ (1) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1^3) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind  *• 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321  7037  or  3 22-7373  Pat 
_ (VI  4.26) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 
**16  years  of  quality  service** 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
‘•Call  6610550  Anytime** 
_  (V14.32) 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 


O 

or 


236-1848 


[DICTIONARIES!! 

I  The  Books  for  Prisoners  Project 
I  has  been  sitting  pretty  with  a  BOX 
I  of  dictionaries  from  Lesbian  I 
I  Herstory  Archives  but  now  they’re 
all  given  out  and  we  need  MORE! 

I  If  you  or  your  group  would  like  to  I 
donate  an  old  dictionary  or  2,  or 
some  money  to  buy  used  or  cheap  [ 
| ones,  PLEASE  DO!!!  (Thanks!) 


TV— TS  Support! 

I  Any  incarcerated  gays  or  transsex-l 
luals  can  contact  any  of  the  belowl 
prisoners  for  info  on  the  legal, I 
surgical,  endocrinological! 
I  (hormonal),  or  psychological  aspects  | 
I  of  transsexuals  or  gays  and  the  law. 
We  are  forming  an  organization:  TIPI 
[(Transsexuals  In  Prison),  Allynj 
1  SCRIBNER,  380398  Ellis  1-C-6,  Hunt¬ 
sville  TX  77343;  M.J.  ASHFORD,  14791 
|  Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040;  or  I 
Vanessa  MERIWETHER,  24493-18-2A,| 
Box  30,  Pendleton  IN  46064. 

IJ2CP  Info  Services,  Box  184,  San  I 
I  Juan  Capistrano,  CA  92693.  Info  and 
Ipamphlets  on  TS;  referrals  to  | 
I  therapists  and  physicians. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

tfliHMtiitHiiiiimiinHnirtttfHmmmwd 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OlH 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE| 
{Alexander  BerVman,  Prison  Memoirs  or 

I  nere  first). 


PRISONERS  WRITING  PRISONERS! 

States  that  DO  usually  let  prisoners  ] 
write  other  state  prisoners  are:  Ver, 
NY,  Mass,  NJ,  Fla,  Miss,  Ohio, 
Penn,  NCar,  Kan,  Tex,  Cal,  NMex, 
Colo,  Ore,  Mont,  Wash,  Lou,  Neb, 
Mary,  Ariz,  Geo,  Ark,  Mich, 
Missouri,  (usually!) 

States  that  DON’T  (or  with  greater  | 
[difficulty)  are:  Ala,  RI,  Okla,  Nev, 

|  Iowa,  Id,  WVirg,  Wyo,  Tenn,  Wise, 

|  Ind. 

If  you  have  info  on  states  not 
listed  here  (or  corrections),  please  let 
us  know.  It  saves  other  prisoners  a 
lot  of  wasted  postage.  Thanks. 


Jif 


Ex-male  stripper,  33,  youthful  ap¬ 
pearance,  will  write  HOT!  nut  busting 
I  letters  from  my  experiences!  Please 
| send  stamps  for  reply  to  Thomas 
[WINSTON,  Box  215,  Maury  NC  28554 

I  received  your  paper  and  was  surprised  to  | 
find  out  how  good  it  was.  I  should  be  go¬ 
ing  on  work  release  before  long  and  ilf 
there's  a  place  I  could  volunteer  some  of 
my  time  to  help  this  program,  please  let 
me  know.  My  interests  are  taking  nude 
pictures,  bodybuilding,  and  lovin,  (I  hope 
that's  ok)  in  case  anyone  wants  to  write. 
Alonzo  B.  GARDNER,  27102,  Box  41, 
Michigan  City  IN  46360. _ 

I  am  lonely  and  need  someone  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  me.  I  don’t  have  no  friends  to  j 
:  write  to  me.  I  received  a  paper  and  en- 
I  joyed  reading  it  very  much.  Thanks  so  I 
very  much.  Robert  ANDERSON, 
EF-166918,  4600  Fulton  Mill  Rd,  Macon  | 
GA  31213 


24  yr  old  black  indian  stud/dike  very  much  on 
the  aggressive  side.  Well  experienced 
mentality-wise  and  of  course  physically.  Very 
attractive.  Libra.  Looking  for  longlasting  rela¬ 
tionship  with  sweet  sincere  caring  Lady.  Race  I 
is  no  barrier  Thelma  HUNTER,  904608.  Box 
535,  Jessup  MD  20794 

I  would  like  to  be  placed  on  your  list  for  pen¬ 
pals.  My  hobbies  are  cooking,  dancing, 
traveling,  and  mature  loving.  I'm  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  hearing  from  you  soon.  Tammy 
WILSON,  160116-573,  Box  8540,  Pembroke 
Pines  FL  33024 _ 

I’m  interested  in  writing  someone 
from  the  free  world.  My  interests  are 
writing,  reading,  music  and  getting  to 
know  you!  My  sun  sign  is  Virgo.  Tami 
HERNANDEZ,  904833,  Box  17,  Gig 
Harbor,  WA  98335. 


I’m  in  excellent  condition,  mind  and 
body.  I  enjoy  everything  from  a  good 
sweaty,  steamy  workout  to  an  excursion 
to  the  best  museums,  the  tackiest  junk- 
shops.  Reading,  poetry,  and  writing  are 
only  a  few  of  my  hobbies.  Graphic  design 
is  my  future.  Please  write.  A.  Brent 
EARLS,  Box  600-44604,  Canon  City  CO 
81212. _ 

Gay  man  in  prison  in  need  of  someone 
whom  is  caring  enough  to  lend  a  hand 
upon  release.  Should  be  out  within  the 
next  year.  Will  answer  all.  Steve 
QUIRICONI,  291159,  Box  520  MSC, 
Walla  Walla  WA  99362. 

Hello  out  there!  I  would  be  happy  if  so¬ 
meone  would  drop  me  a  few  lines.  I  need 
to  write  someone  who  understands 
loneliness.  John  OSICK,  152382,  Box 
900,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102. 

Black  male  homosexual  looking  for  men 
to  correspond  with.  I’m  very  good  looking 
and  real  feminine  (lady-like).  Please  send 
name,  address  and  photo  to  Lawrence 
RAIBON,  391150,  Rt  2  Box  20,  Midway 
TX  75852 


[COMING  OUT! 

What  kind  of  support  is  available? 
|  What’s  needed?  How  to  start  getting 
it?  What  could  prisoners  be  doing 
(inside  organizing  and  after  they’re 
|  out!)?  Ideas? 

Send  Mike  your  feelings  and 
[thoughts  on  everything  here  from 
I  jobs  to  friendship  to  changes  in  peo- 
1  pie’s  attitudes  toward  ‘ex-cons’  etc. 
[etc.  I’ll  try  to  put  them  all  together 
|  and  make  a  story  out  of  them. 
Thanks. 


I'm  doing  legal  research  on  a  DEATH  | 
PENALTY  appeal.  I  need  men  andj 
women  who  are  presently  on  ‘Death! 
Rows'  or  who  have  won  appeals  and! 
had  their  sentences  changed  to  ‘life! 
in  prison’  to  contact  me.  URGENT!! 
Please  write:  M.J.  ASHFORD,  1479 1 
Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040 

PRISONER  RESOURCES 
|Joint  Venture  (penpals),  Box 
1 26-8484,  Chicago  IL  60626. _ 

[Prison  Parole  &  Probation  Pro¬ 
gram,  Gay  Community  Services, 
[Box  38777,  Los  Angeles  CA  90038. 
[(Services  for  the  prisoner  and  ex- 
[  prisoner). _ 

|  Through  The  Looking  Glass,  Box 

[22061,  Seattle  WA  98122.  (Monthly 
[publication  free  to  WOMEN  in 
|  prison) _ 

BULLDOZER 
[An  excellent  prisoner  politics  rag!  Their 
|  subtitle  is:  “the  only  vehicle  for  prison 
|reform’’(bulldozer!)  They  would  like  to 
[hear  from  some  gay  prisoners  out  there 
|  with  some  articles  about  your  experience 
|  as  gay  prisoners.  Drop  them  a  line  at:  PSC 
I  Publishers,  Box  5052  Sta.‘‘A’’,  Toronto, 
Ont.  M5W  1W4  Canada  (same  postage  as 
for  U.S.) _ 

IvULTUR,  a  revolutionary  mag,  is  FREE 
| to  prisoners  (but  TX  and  WA  will  not  let 
[it  in).  Vultur,  CP  95,  Stn  Place  D'Armes, 
[Montreal  PQ  H2Y  3E9.  (Postage  to 
[Montreal  is  same  as  for  US  cities) 


PROTEST!!  (and  publicize) 
Prisoners  &  friends,  you  should 
constantly  be  writing  letters  to 
the  editor  of  your  local  GAY  (& 
strait)  press  making  the  facts  of 
the  prison-justice  BUSINESS 
plain,  and  not  hidden  behind  the 
walls  where  everyone  can  pre¬ 
tend  they  don’t  exist.  Do  it 
REGULARLY!  Even  if  they 
don’t  respond  at  first.  It  takes 
time  to  educate  folks  in  this 
culture  about  what’s  going  on 
right  under  our  noses!  Make 
people  feel  how  THEY  are  a  part 
of  this.  Tell  the  gay  folks  there 
are  GAY  POLITICAL  (attitude) 
problems  here,  notjust  your  per¬ 
sonal  problems!  GCN  will  give 
you  addresses  of  your  local  gay 
groups.  Some  national  groups 
are: 

•NATIONAL  GAY  &  LESBIAN  TASK 
FORCE,  1517  U  St.NW,  Washington  DC 
20009. 

•NATIONAL  GAY  RIGHTS  AD¬ 
VOCATES,  540  Castro,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94114  (western  states  only) 

•LAMBDA  LEGAL  DEFENSE,  132  W.  || 
43rd  St.,  NYC  10036  (eastern  states) 
•ACLU  NATIONAL  GAY  RIGHTS 
TASK  FORCE,  633  S.  Shatto  PI.,  Los 
Angeles  CA  90005 

•ACLU  NATIONAL  PRISON  PRO¬ 
JECT  (not  only  gay),  1616  P  St.NW, 
Washington  DC  20036 
•NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD,  GAY 
CAUCUS,  558  Capp  St., San  Francisco, 
CA  94110 

•(These  places  aren’t  always  helpful,  but 
they  need  to  be  constantly  reminded  how 
important  it  is  for  them  to  support 
prisoners;  something  they  often  forget 
because  prisoners  don’t  have  $$$) _ 


ALL  PRISONERS,  AND  ESPECIALLY 
WOMEN,  ARE  ENCOURAGED  TO 
WRITE  PRISON  BOOK  PROGRAM 
(c/o  Redbook,  92  Green  St.,  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130)  REQUESTING 
BOOKS  ON  WOMEN'S  ISSUES,  I 
NOVELS,  POLITICAL  TOPICS, 
RACISM,  THE  PRISON  BUSINESS, 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  AND  OTHER 
ISSUES.  (WE  USUALLY  RUN  ABOUT 
A  MONTH  OR  SO  BEHIND,  SO  BE  [ 
I  PATIENT)  _  ■ 


I’m  slim,  Native  American  and  German.  ] 
Age  is  of  no  importance.  If  you're  in  the  | 
LA-Hollywood  area  especially,  please  | 

[  write  as  I’ll  possibly  be  paroling  there.  If  I 
you  have  a  1986-87  Farmers  Almanac  or  | 
calendar  (no  spiral  bound  please),  please  | 
send  them  to  Mike  at  GCN  so  he  can  have  | 
the  bookstore  send  them  to  me.  THANX! 
Mel  RHODES,  287630  l-A-8,  Box  520,  | 
Walla  Walla  WA  99362 

I’m  a  GBM,  33,  enjoy  exercise,  reading 
and  writing  sexual  letters.  I’m  versatile, 
compassionate  and  understanding.  I  like 
]  helping  through  rough  times.  Please  write. 

Anthony  JONES,  F-5421,  Box  99901, 

|  Pittsburgh,  PA  15233. 

’ve  never  run  no  ad  in  any  paper  and  real-  I 
I  ly  don’t  know  how  to  do  so.  But  I’m 
smart  enough  to  write  likes  and  dislikes, 

[  for  starters,  if  that's  interesting  to  you.  I 
I’ve  been  a  bodybuilder  for  8  years  and| 
take  very  good  care  of  myself.  I  don’t  play  | 
with  people's  feelings  and  don’t  like  to  be| 
played  with.  There’s  not  much  to  do  ini 
here  so  I  enjoy  writing  letters.  I  have  some  I 
family  but  when  you  get  into  prison  they  I 
back  off  a  lot.  Please  let  me  hear  from  so- 1 
meone.  Thank  you.  Michael  KNIGHT,  [ 
100428  Dorm  D-43,  Box  578,  Crestview| 
FL  32526. _ 

Texas  convicts  have  a  bad  habit  of  not  I 
sticking  together  and  fighting  for  their  | 
rightful  rights.  They  are  all  too  busy  [ 
watching  TV  or  killing  each  other  to  right  | 
the  system  (that's  killing  us  all,  slowly).  [ 
Do  you  know  of  any  gay  organizations  in  | 
|  Texas  that  I  could  get  in  touch  with?  l’m| 
|  confined  in  isolation  and  could  use  some  | 
mail  from  gays  of  either  sex.  Send  SASE  if  | 
possible,  so  I  can  reply  faster.  But  let  me  | 
tell  you  I  have  a  dirty  mind.  Charles  Ray| 
STEVENS,  306171,  Rt  4  Box  1200.  | 
Rosharon  TX  77583. 

Into  sports  and  possibly  a  long-lasting  | 
relationship.  All  letters  will  be  answered. 
Letters  with  photos  answered  first.  | 
Michael  BROUSSARD,  334548,  Box  16 1 
East  ham,  Lovelady  TX  75851 
TEXAS  LEGAL  EAGLE  in  need  of  sup- 1 
port  and  friendship.  [HDH  has  the 
GCN  Pris  Proj  'seal  of  approval’] 
Please  write  Herbert  Darrell  HAY,  | 
263672,  Box  128  Beto  1  (R-310),  Ten¬ 
nessee  Colony  TX  75861 


C/4L€NDhR 


November  1 
to 

November  18 

november  1  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Win/Lose/Draw,  three  one- 
act  plays  by  Ara  Watson  and  Mary 
Gallagher.  Alley  Theatre,  1253  Cambridge 
St.  8PM.  $12,  $10  seniors  &  students.  In¬ 
fo:  491-8166 

Cambridge  —  “Get  Your  Boogie  Down” 
party  for  women  and  children.  Clayground, 
91  Hampshire  St.  9PM-1AM.  $5.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  “Say  It,  Sister.”  Info:  497-6119. 

Boston  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together 

Halloween  Party.  All  invited.  Cafe  Amalfi, 
Westland  Ave.  9PM-2AM.  $6.  Info: 
426-5472. 

Boston  —  Amethyst  Women  Halloween 
Dance.  Clarendon  St.  YWCA.  9PM-1AM. 
$4  more/less.  Prizes.  Costumes.  A  drug- 
and  alcohol-free  event  for  women.  Free 
childcare. 

Waltham  -  “Sodom  &  Gomorrah,  Hell  & 
Brimstone,  F*ck  the  Supreme  Court’’ 
dance.  Brandeis  Univ. ,  Schwartz  Aud. 
10PM-2AM.  $3.  Info:  736-4761. 

Dorchester  —  “Mother  Country,”  by 

Susan  Eisenberg,  enacted  by  Word  of 
Mouth  Productions.  Dorchester  House, 
1353  Dorchester  Ave.  8PM .  $5.  Wheelchair 
accessible. 

Boston  —  Halloween  potluck  with  D  O  B. 
156  Warren  Ave.  7:30PM.  $3  donation.  Br¬ 
ing  dish  &  costume.  All  women  welcome. 
Info:  661-3633. 

Somerville  —  Lesbian  Videos:  “The 
Families  We  Choose”  &  “Making  It  Last.” 
Somerville  Community  Access  Television, 
Union  Sq.  8:30PM.  $4.  Also  showing  Sun. 
at  7  &  8PM.  Wheelchair  accessible.  ASL  in¬ 
terpreted  Sun.  only. 

2  Sunday 

Boston  —  Community  Recognition  Dinner 

sponsored  by  the  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Political  Alliance.  China  Pearl  Restaurant,  9 
Tyler  St.,  Chinatown.  6:30PM,  cocktails, 
7:30PM,  dinner.  Info:  436-5944  or 
232-2108. 

Boston  —  AIDS:  In  Search  of  a  Miracle,”  TV 

panel  discussion.  WGBH,  Ch.  2.  6-7PM. 
Repeats  on  11/3,  11PM. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Leadership  Train¬ 
ing,  a  day-long  workshop.  Info:  776-6692. 

3  monday 

Boston  —  “Coming  out,  staying  in— sur¬ 
vival  in  your  agency,”  a  discussion  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Issues  of  the  National  Association  of  Social 
Workers.  7:30PM.  Info:  227-9635  (days)  or 
625-2609. 


4  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Voices  from  the  Heart:  an 
Evening  of  New  Men’s  Music,  Art  &  Poetry. 
Camb.  Center  for  Adult  Ed.,  56  Brattle  St. 
8:15PM.  $1.50. 

Salem  —  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  annual  public  meeting.  5  Cent  Sav¬ 
ings,  Essex  St.  7-9:30PM.  Info:  745-3848. 

Cambridge  —  Former  Nun  Lesbian  support 
group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  “How  to  Become  an  En¬ 
trepreneur,”  a  forum  for  women.  DOB, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  Beginning  Karate.  Sanchin 
Women's  School  of  Karate  &  Self-Defense, 
595  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq.  6-7PM.  Info: 
522-9821. 


5  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Organizational  meeting  to  work 
on  march  &  rally  to  repeal  sodomy  laws. 
Piemonte  Rm.,  City  Hall.  7:30PM.  Mar¬ 
shall's  meeting,  7PM.  Every  Wednesday. 
Info:  354-6828. 

6  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN' s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10PM. 
Info  354-8807. 

Boston  —  “Literary  Form  and  the  Ideology 
of  Gender,”  a  lecture  by  Helen  Moglen. 
Northeastern  Univ.,  Frost  Lounge,  Ell 
Building.  8PM. 

Boston  —  Inside  a  Legend,  a  solo  perfor¬ 
mance/interpretation  of  the  legend  of  Joan 
of  Arc.  Mobius,  354  Congress  St.  8PM.  $7. 
Playing  through  11/22.  Info:  542-7416. 

Salem  —  “The  Fear  That  Binds  Us,”  a  film 
about  violence  against  women.  Florence 
Luscomb  Women’s  Center,  Sullivan 
Building,  Salem  State  College.  7PM.  $2.  In¬ 
fo:  745-0556,  X2357. 

Cambridge  —  Rebecca  Gordon,  author  of 
Letters  from  Nicaragua,  to  read.  New 
Words,  186  Hampshire  St.  7:30PM.  Info: 
876-5310. 


Author  Rebecca  Gordon  will  read  at 
New  Words,  Nov.  6 


7  friday 


Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Coffeehouse. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8PM- 
Midnight.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Booksigning  with  “Nathan 
Aldyne”:  Michael  McDowell  and  D.W. 
Schuetz,  authors  of  Canary.  Kate’s 
Mystery  Books,  2211  Mass.  Ave. 
5:30-7PM. 

Cambridge  —  Jennifer  Justice, 

storyteller:  “Who  Shall  Be  Exalted.” 
Lesley  College,  Welch  Aud.,  at  Mellen  and 
Oxford  Sts.,  Harvad  Sq.  8PM.  Also  on  Sun. 
at  2PM. 

Cambridge  —  Gays  at  MIT  “Crash  VI” 
Dance.  84  Mass.  Ave.,  MIT  Student 
Center,  2nd  Floor.  9PM-1AM.  $3,  $2  with 
student  ID.  Students  and  their  guests 
welcome.  Info:  253-5440. 

Somerville  —  Urania,  a  lesbian  &  bisexual 
women’s  s/m  support  group,  meeting.  1st 
Friday  of  every  month.  Info:  395-4849  or 
write,  Box  23,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 

8  Saturday 

Boston  —  Relaxation  &  preventative  health 
workshop.  Rm.  607-608,  Clarendon  St. 
YWCA.  lOAM-Noon.  Free.  Info:  266-1986. 

Boston  —  Demonstration  for  sodomy  law 
repeal  and  against  the  Supreme  Court 
sodomy  decsion.  Faneuil  Hall.  1PM.  Info: 
354-6828. 


Don  Babets  (above)  and  David  Jean  will 
be  honored  at  the  Alliances’s  Com¬ 
munity  Recognition  Dinner,  Nov.  2 


Boston  —  Chem-free  atmosphere  party  (no 

alcohol,  smoking  or  sugar)  to  benefit 
macrobiotic  scholarship  fund  for  people  with 
AIDS  &  ARC.  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St.,  Beacon 
Hill.  Info:  Ken  Allen,  266-0314. 

Cambridge  —  Halloween  Dance  benefit  for 
GCN  &  Nicaragua  material  aid.  Sanchin 
Karate,  595  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq.  4th  fl. 
walk-up.  Soft  sole  shoes  only  please.  9PM- 
2AM.  $5.  Info:  426-4469,  (TTY) 
426-0332. 

9  Sunday 

North  Shore  —  N.S.  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 
8th  Anniversary  Party.  Info:  745-3848. 

11  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  AIDS  Healing  Service.  Society 
of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Chapel,  980 
Memorial  Drive.  7:30  PM. 

Boston  —  Can  AIDS  Be  Stopped,  TV 

documentary.  WGBH,  Ch.  2.  8-9PM. 
Repeats  on  11/15,  2PM  &  8:30PM. 

12  Wednesday 

Boston  —  “The  AIDS  Show:  Artists  Involv¬ 
ed  with  Death. &  Survival.”  WGBH,  Ch.  2. 
11PM.  Repeats  on  11/15,  7:30PM,  Ch.  44. 

Provincetown  —  What  the  Butler  Saw,  a 

play  by  Joe  Orton.  460  Commercial  St. 
8PM.  Playing  through  11/30.  Info: 
487-2695. 

14  friday 

Boston  —  Gaylaxians,  a  social  group  for  gay 
people  &  friends  interested  in  sci  fi  &  fan¬ 
tasy,  monthly  meeting.  Park  Plaza  Hotel. 
8PM.  Info:  Gaylaxians,  PO  Box  1051,  Back 
Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Libana  performance.  First 
Church  Unitarian.  8PM.  $8.  Also  playing  on 
Saturday.  Info:  395-1920. 

17  monday 

Cambridge  —  Battered  women’s  support 
group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
6:30-8PM.  Info:  354-8807. 


18  tuesday 


Marblehead  —  Thanksgiving  potluck  and 

discussion  for  the  North  Shore  Gay  &  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance.  Unitarian  Universalist  Church. 
Info:  745-3848. 

Boston  —  “The  Struggle  for  Community 
Control  of  Neighborhood  Development  in 

Jamaica  Plain  &  Roxbury,”  a  panel  discus¬ 
sion.  Northeastern  Univ.  School  of  Law,  400 
Huntington  Ave.,  Rm  87.  7:30PM.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  the  National  Lawyers  Guild.  Info: 
227-7335. 


AIDS  Hits  Home.  A  CBS  News 

Special.  Broadcast  October  22. 

The  recent  CBS  News  special  on 
AIDS  has  finally  proclaimed  to  the 
general  public  what  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  has  known  all  along:  AIDS 
is  a  “. .  .venereal  disease  that  just  hap¬ 
pened  to  strike  the  gay  community 
first.”  Unfortunately  you  can’t  escape 
the  feeling,  however  subtle,  that  CBS 
News  believes  that  there  is  greater 
cause  for  concern  now  that  it  has 
become  clear  that  straight  people  are 
affected. 

To  emphasize  its  point,  the  documen¬ 
tary  included  interviews  with  several 
women  who  contracted  AIDS  from 
bisexual  or  drug-using  boyfriends. 
Their  plight  was  somehow  made  to 
seem  more  tragic  than  the  similar 
plight  of  gay  men  with  AIDS.  The  bisex¬ 
ual  husband  of  a  woman  who  died  of 
AIDS  is  asked  if  he  thinks  he  murdered 
his  wife.  Dan  Rather  asks  a  gay  man 
whose  lover  has  recently  died  of  AIDS, 
‘‘How  do  you  answer  the  question:  If  I 
had  a  different  lifestyle,  if  he  had  a  dif¬ 
ferent  lifestyle,  this  wouldn’t  have  hap¬ 
pened?”  Perhaps  Rather  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  understand  the  absurdity  of 
his  question. 

On  balance,  the  program  provided  a 
useful  update  and  an  important  warn¬ 
ing  about  AIDS.  Mothers  and  fathers 
are  shown  by  the  bedside  of  their  gay 
sons  and  the  tragic  nature  of  the  illness 
is  recognized  and  dramatized  again 
and  again.  But  the  program  failed  to  ad¬ 
dress,  and  in  some  ways  re-enforced, 
the  general  anti-gay  bias  of  our  culture. 


When  the  Bough  Breaks,  a  tv 

movie  based  on  a  novel  by  Jonathan  Keller- 
man.  Directed  by  Waris  Hussein.  With  Ted 
Danson  and  Richard  Masur.  Broadcast  on 
NBC,  October  12. 

So  when  was  the  last  time  you  saw  a 
movie  with  an  openly  gay  detective  who 
works  for  the  LAPD  and  lives  with  his 
“nice  Jewish  doctor”  lover?  He  is  one 
of  the  characters  in  the  recent  televi¬ 
sion  movie,  When  the  Bough  Breaks. 
The  movie  is  about  a  ring  of  child 
abusers  and  sexual  perverts,  none  of 
whom  are  identified  as  gay.  We  have 
come,  as  they  say,  a  long  way  baby, 
when  the  good  guy  in  a  movie  about 
child  abuse  and  sexual  perversion  is 
gay  and  the  bad  guys  are  straight. 

He’s  an  interesting  character  to  boot. 
Played  by  Richard  Masur,  Milo  is  slight¬ 
ly  fat,  tough  talking,  streetwise,  gently 
sarcastic,  and  always  eating  junk  food. 
Problem  is,  it’s  not  his  movie.  The  star 
is  Ted  Danson  who  plays  Alex 
Delaware,  a  naive  child  psychologist 
for  whom  he  risks  his  life,  his  reputa¬ 
tion  and  his  license  in  an  effort  to  break 
up  the  child  abuse  ring.  Alex  and  Milo 
are  friends  from  the  time  they  worked 
together  on  a  previous  sex  abuse  case. 

This  is  a  typically  bad  TV  movie.  The 
plot  is  dumb  and  the  Danson  character 
lacks  substance.  Some  viewers  will  ob¬ 
ject  to  our  gay  cop  living  with  his 
Jewish  doctor  in  Hollywood’s  version 
of  gay  marital  bliss  in  a  perfect  dream 
house  somewhere  in  the  hills.  But  it’s 
nice  that  he  and  Danson  are  portrayed 
as  close  friends  who  really  love, 
respect  and  help  one  another.  So  what 
if  the  word  gay  is  only  used  once  in  the 
movie?  Milo  does  kiss  his  lover  on  the 
cheek! 

—  Art  Cohen 


Women’s  Action  Hotline 

Boston  area 

The  Women’s  Center  now  sponsors  a 
phone  recording  of  current  information 
on  demonstrations,  political  events 
and  legislation  which  dispropor¬ 
tionately  affect  women.  The  hotline 
number  is  354-6394.  To  suggest  infor¬ 
mation  to  be  added  to  the  recording, 
call  354-8807. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 


Gay  Community  News 


red  shades,  positively  revolting,  united  fruit  company,  black  sweaters, 
and  the  nicole  hollander  fan  club  affinity  groups 
invite  you  to  the  hottest  event  of  the  season . 


a  post-halloween 


DANCE  PARTY 

Saturday,  november  8th  9  pm  -  2  am 


OU.LU  I  UUJf  ,  MV/VUIMMUl  W  L  I 

to  benefit  nicaragua  material  aid  and  gay  community 

canrhin  Uarafp  citl ifi in 


news 


sanchin  karate  studio 
595  mass  ave,  4th  floor 
Cambridge  (central  square  T) 


$5  donation  (more  if/less  if)  at  door 

cash  bar  •  food  •  all  kinds  of  dance  music 

info:  426-4469  tty:  426-0332 


soft-soled  shoes  only,  please 
creative  dress  encouraged 

we  regret  the  studio  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 


ociign  |ei  Biny  gcdingei 


